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Saturday, Dec. 22
Magical Dolls at The Lyric
The Magical Doll Emporium is a unique holiday tale of the power of imagination at
The Lyric Theatre on Dec. 22 at 7 p.m. Follow sisters Amanda, Molly, and Sylvia as
they discover the secret of Magical Mo’s doll shop. The story is told by the students
of Danceworks through dance using ballet, tap, jazz, lyrical, hip
hop and even aerial dance. You never know what will happen
as the whole town celebrates Christmas. This is a story for
all ages to enjoy. 59 S.W. Flagler Avenue in Stuart. For
tickets, call 772. 286.7827. 

Saturday, Dec. 22
Full Moon Walk
Weather permitting, with a cloudless sky, you'll have a
good view of the giant orb in the sky during the Full
Moon Walk at Delaplane Preserve, 6084 S.W. Gaines
Ave., Stuart, on Saturday, Dec. 22 at 5 p.m. Environmental
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Joyful holidays 
not over yet!

The  events that herald the beginning of the holiday season are now past, but the
month still is loaded with other holiday treats and special events, all the way through
New Year's Eve.

Martin County offers holiday performances, plays, concerts, and we've got two
NOON Year's Eve events, daytime New Year's celebrations especially for families –
one at Ground Floor Farm and the other at the Blake Library.

If you don't see your favorites listed here, tell organizers to be sure to get on our
list for next season. 

educator Joyce E. Thomasson and Mar-
tin County Ecosystems and Restoration
staff will give a guided stroll through
the 51-acre nature preserve along the
south fork of the St. Lucie River. Hik-
ers, who can access the preserve from
Gaines Avenue and Southwest Linden
Street, should bring their own flash-
lights. FREE. If you need to know more,
call Jay Mann at (772) 320-3209.

Tuesday, Dec. 18
Santa Shuffle & 
Tree Lighting
The weather should be nice enough for
Santa to do a half-mile fun run/walk at
the Stuart YMCA and everyone's invited
to join in. Santa Shuffle & Tree Lighting
will be Tuesday, Dec. 18, at the Stuart
YMCA of the Treasure Coast, 1700 S.E.
Monterey Road. Tree lighting featuring

Christmas caroling by Teddy Bear Acad-
emy students is at 10 a.m.; non-competi-
tive Santa Shuffle starts at 10:30 a.m.
Not a timed event. Admission: FREE.
No registration required. All ages. Re-
freshments and photo opportunities
with Santa and his Elf will be available.
Call 772-286-4444. 

Sunday, Dec. 23
'When Christmas Hurts'
For many, the holiday season can be
more traumatic than joyful. "When
Christmas Hurts" is a service designed
to meet people where they are - in their
hurts, fears and disappointments - and
offers hope through the birth of Jesus
Christ. The service (which does not in-
clude a Eucharist) will be Sunday, Dec.
23 at 5 p.m., at St. Luke's Episcopal
Church, Cove Road at Dixie Highway in
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Port Salerno and will be led by Bob
Grubb. FREE. Call 772-286-5455.

Monday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve at
Christ Fellowship
Christ Fellowship Church, 10205 Pratt
Whitney Road, Stuart, offers three serv-
ices on Christmas Eve - 2 to 3 p.m.; 4 to
5:30 p.m.; and 6 to 7:30 p.m. Planned
are holiday treats, live Christmas carols,
a candlelight moment and more. Call
561-799-7600 or go to https://gochrist-
fellowship.com.

Monday, Dec. 24 &
Tuesday, Dec. 25
Christmas masses at
St. Andrew
There's two masses from which to
choose on Christmas Eve and three on
Christmas Day at St. Andrew Catholic
Church, 2100 S.E. Cove Road, Stuart.
The Rosary will be prayed at 3:30 and
10:30 p.m., followed by the Holy Mass
on Monday, Dec. 24. The Holy Mass will
be celebrated at 7:30, 9 and 10:30 a.m.,
on Tuesday, Dec. 25. Call 772-781-4415.

Monday, Dec. 24 &
Tuesday, Dec. 25
Christmas services 
at St. Joseph's
There's no less than four services on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day at St.
Joseph's Catholic Church, 1200 E. 10th
St., Stuart. On Monday, Dec. 24, services
will be a 4 p.m. Vigil Mass (contemporary
liturgy); 6 p.m. Vigil (children's liturgy);
8 p.m. Spanish mass; 10 p.m. Carol Serv-
ice, followed by service at 10:30 p.m, fea-
turing the adult choir. On Tuesday, Dec.
25, masses are at 7:30, 9 and 11 a.m., and
at 12:30 p.m. Call 772-287-2727.

Monday, Dec. 24
Services at Immanuel
Lutheran Church
There's a selection of four services for

CELEBRATING 25
YEARS OF

SERVICE

• Complete Auto & Truck Repair
• Tire Sales, Rotation & Repair

PALM CITY
LUBE & AUTO
SERVICE

Featuring 
Pennzoil Products 772.223.LUBE (5823)

Home of 
Great Deals on
Michelin tires! Mike DiTerlizzi, 

Owner

3584 SW Armellini  Avenue, Palm City • 772. 283. 9001
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Christmas Eve at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 2655 S.W. Immanuel Drive, Palm
City. Planned are traditional services at 4 and 11 p.m.; a contemporary service at
5:30 p.m.; and a blended (Praise Team and bells) at 7:30 p.m. Call 772-287-8188.

Monday & Tuesday, Dec. 24 & 25
Christmas services at St. Luke's

You can celebrate Christmas Eve Monday afternoon or evening or Christmas Day
at St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Cove Road at Dixie Highway, Stuart. A children's
pageant is planned for Monday, Dec. 24 at 5 p.m.; a candlelight Eucharist is at 8:30

p.m. A Christmas Day service is on Tuesday, Dec. 25 at 10 a.m. Call 772-286-5455.

Monday, Dec. 31
Noon Year's Eve at Ground Floor Farm
Can't stay up to midnight to watch 2018 transition into 2019? Well, pretend that it's
midnight and join the daylight festivities at Ground Floor Farm, 100 S.E. Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd., Stuart on Monday, Dec. 31 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Gypsy jazz
by Swing Boutique, face painting, food and drink specials and games are planned. A
balloon drop will be at noon. Admission: FREE. Call 772-600-4230.

Monday, Dec. 31
Noon Year's Eve Party 
at Blake
Youngsters won't have to stay up until mid-
night to ring in 2019. They can go to the Blake
Library, John F. and Rita M. Armstrong Wing,
2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart on Monday,
Dec. 31, 11 a.m. to noon. Everyone will count-

down to noon at this family-friendly celebration. Admission: FREE but registration
is required. Call 772-288-5702.

Events coming in January
Sundays
Stuart Green Market
Take time out on your weekend and pay a visit to the Stuart Green Market on Sun-
days, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at City Hall parking lot, 121 S.W. Flagler Ave., Stuart. FREE
admission. Offered for sale are fresh produce, cut flowers (seasonal), honey, freshly-
baked breads and pastries, hot sauces, handcrafted soaps and lotions, grass
fed/local beef, poultry, and eggs, goat milk and cheeses, organic spice blends, arti-
san crafts and handmade jewelry, as well as a variety of freshly prepared gourmet
foods for breakfast and lunch.  For more details, go to  HYPERLINK
"http://www.stuartgreenmarket.org/"www.stuartgreenmarket.org/.

Friday, Jan. 11
'All That Jazz' Casino Night
Go back a century ago with a legal casino at "All That Jazz"
Casino Night at Mariner Sands Country Club, 6500
Mariner Sands Drive, Stuart offered by Hibiscus Children's
Center Guild on Friday, Jan. 11 at 6 p.m. This 1920's-
themed party features casino prizes, a sit-down dinner,
silent auction items and dancing to Uptown Classic with a
special performance by Jessica Santana. Tickets; $250 per
person. Go to HibiscusChildrens Center.org or call 772-
334-9311, ext. 404.

Saturday, Jan. 12
3D Archery Tournament
No live animals are involved in the Ninth Annual Archery
Shoot, set for Saturday, Jan. 12, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Kai-
Kai Farm, 8006 S.W. Kannery Highway, Indiantown.
The sport of 3D Archery is a shooting format in which
archers walk a target course in the woods, through fields
or both. Sponsor is Martin County Farm Bureau & The
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Bow Shop, LLC. Kai Kai Farm provides a variety environments for participating
shooters to show their skills. Tickets: Call 772-597-1717.

Friday, Saturday &
Sunday, Jan. 11-13
Stuart Boat Show
Pick any day that you want to go and
you're bound to find a plethora of
boats to view at the annual Stuart Boat
Show at Stuart Harbor, 54-290 N.
Dixie Hghway, Stuart.  More than 200
local, national and international ex-
hibitors will display hundreds of boats,

in-water and on land. The show spans one-quarter mile of Old Dixie Highway and
three marinas at the foot of the Roosevelt Bridge in Stuart. Free parking, water taxi
and shuttle service available at select downtown Stuart
sites. Dates and times are Friday, Jan. 11 and Saturday,
Jan. 12, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday, Jan. 13, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. General admission: $13; veterans: $11; children,
12 and younger, $7. No pets. Find out more at  HYPER-
LINK "http://www.stuartboatshow.com/"www.stuart-
boatshow.com.

Saturday & 
Sunday, Jan. 12-13
Fine Art and 
Craft Show
Hopefully, "Chamber of Commerce"
weather will prevail for sunny days
and comfortable temperatures during
the Jensen Beach Chamber of Com-
merce's Fine Art and Craft Show in
downtown Jensen Beach, Saturday &
Sunday, Jan. 12-13, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
A total of 125 artists were selected to
participate. All items for sale are origi-
nal works of fine art and craft and at-
tributed solely to the displaying artist.

FREE. Need to know more? Call the chamber at 772-334-3444 or go to 
HYPERLINK "http://www.jensenbeachflorida.info/"www.jensenbeachflorida.info.

Sunday, Jan. 13
'Keep The Change'
It's a romantic comedy being offered in January by the Treasure Coast Jewish Film
Festival at Temple Beit HaYam, 951 S.E. Monterey Commons Blvd., Stuart. "Keep
the Change," about two adults with autism who strike up an unlikely and transfor-
mative relationship, will be shown on Sunday, Jan. 13 at 2:30 p.m.  Wine, cheese
and desserts will be available at 2 p.m. Tickets: $6 per person, payable at the door. A
rabbi-led discussion will follow the film. Call 772-286-1531.

FLORIDIANS FIGHTING FALLS 
8965 SE Bridge Rd.,#9, Hobe Sound 

www.fightingfalls.org • (772) 932-7264

FL
OR

ID
IANS FIGHTING FALLS

Every Saturday • 8am

Zeus Park • East side

Hobe Sound
Tai Chi

U N D E R  T H E  T R E E S

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF FLORIDIANS FIGHTING FALLS 
AS WE PRACTICE THE 8 FORMS OF TAI CHI 

MOVING FOR BETTER BALANCE

Just south of St. Christopher Catholic Church off of US 1, turn at the light just south of Bridge Road. 
The park is an open area. We will be on the east side, under the trees in the breeze.

Thursday, Jan. 17
Above and Beyond:
JFK and America's
Most Dangerous 
Spy Mission
Learn about what happened during the
13-day Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962
when Hobe Sound resident and New
York Times best-selling author Michael

M. Tougias will present '"Above and Be-
yond: JFK and America's Most Danger-
ous Spy Mission." This narrated, slide
show presentation will be Thursday,
Jan. 17 at 7 p.m., at the Apollo School,
9141 S.E. Apollo School St., Hobe Sound.
Tickets: $10. Payable at the door or go to
www.apolloschool.org. 

Thursday, Jan. 31
Hearts for Hope 
Luncheon
Flip your day planner past December to
the last week in January and mark
down Thursday, Jan. 31 as the date for
the 20th Anniversary Hearts for Hope
Luncheon to benefit House of Hope of
Stuart. It will be at Piper's Landing
Yacht & Country Club, 6160 S.W.
Thistle Terrace, Palm City. Sponsor-
ship opportunities are now available.
Find out more by going to

www.hohmartin.org/hearts; calling
Chelsea Paine at 772-286-4673, ext.
1002; or email  HYPERLINK
"mailto:chelsea@hohmartin.org"chelsea
@hohmartin.org.

WANT YOUR 
EVENT PUBLISHED?
Send information and contact info 

four weeks in advance to 
calendar@martincountycurrents.com.



Circuit Court Judge Elizabeth Metzger re-
jected Commissioner Sarah Heard's mo-
tion Nov. 30 to dismiss one count of the
grand jury's criminal indictment against
her for alleged public records violations.

Metzger also moved Heard's trial to
March 4, 2019, and assigned Judge
James Langford to the case. 

It was the second attempt by Heard's
attorney, Barbara Wagner, to have the
charges against her client dismissed, ac-
cording to court records.

The motion for dismissal was for
Count 8 of the Jan. 4 indictment, which
cited Heard's failure to maintain public
records in her possession on her per-
sonal email account. State law requires
that all public records must be pre-
served, protected and maintained.

Heard has consistently reported that
her computer was “hacked,” which re-
sulted in the loss of all the public
records housed on her personal com-
puter prior to December 2012, a total of
eight years. Wagner argued that there's
no state law against elected officials
using their personal email accounts, no
county policy regarding use of personal
email accounts to conduct public busi-
ness, and there is no statute that de-
scribes “how emails that are public
records shall be maintained.”

Wagner also argued that in order to
qualify as a criminal misdemeanor,
rather than a civil infraction, the pub-

lic official must “know-
ingly and willfully” vio-
late the state's statutes
regarding public records.
Since the indictment
charges that Heard “lost”
the public records in her
care and custody, the case
is not criminal, Wagner
asserted, “since one never
intends to 'lose' an item.”

The state attorney's of-
fice countered that state
law “imposes upon elected officials the
duty to preserve and maintain public
records,” does indeed set guidelines for
their maintenance in Chapter 119 of
state statutes that govern public records,
and, at the time of indictment, the
county's policy was that elected officials
“had the responsibility for preserving
and maintaining the public records over
which they had control and custody,” ac-
cording to county records.

If an elected commissioner knowingly
fails to maintain public records in her
custody and fails to make them available
to the public for inspection, then she vio-
lates the law, and a prima facie case has
been established, the state argued.

The case against the county's elected
officials was the result of two unfulfilled
public records requests made in January
and again in February 2013 seeking all
email correspondence between commis-

sioners and environmental activist
Maggy Hurchalla regarding the Lake
Point water restoration project.

Heard has often proclaimed her in-
nocence during public commission
meetings and public gatherings; how-
ever, the findings at the conclusion of a
court-ordered arbitration, conducted by
licensed mediator Howard Googe, called
Heard's claim that her personal web-
based account had been hacked and
eight years' of emails deleted was
“bizarre” and “lacked credibility.” 

Two IT forensics consultants, one
hired by the county and the other hired
by Lake Point, also did not substantiate a
hacking of Heard's computer, according

to court records. The county
was sanctioned for the com-
missioners' actions in Febru-
ary 2017 and was ordered to
pay $502,000 to Lake Point
for its attorney fees and costs
in the public relations case.

The first time Wagner
sought to have the charges dis-
missed against Heard was in
April, which also was denied.
Wagner asserted then that if
the grand jury had insufficient

evidence to indict Heard in November
2017, when former Commissioners Ed
Fielding and Anne Scott were indicted on
the first six counts of public records vio-
lations, and Heard was charged with a
civil infraction for failing to respond to a
public records request, then there was in-
sufficient evidence in January 2018 to al-
lege more serious criminal charges.

Heard's trial was postponed to March
at the request from Heard's attorney,
whose child was scheduled for surgery
and rehabilitation in mid-December, ac-
cording to court records. The trials for
former commissioners Ed Fielding and
Anne Scott are set for April 2019. ■

--Barbara Clowdus
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Heard's ask to dismiss denied, case continued

Ed FieldingSarah Heard Anne Scott

The lead attorney in Maggy
Hurchalla's case before the 4th
District Court of Appeal,
Richard Ovelman of Miami,
asked for more time Dec. 13 to
respond to the Lake Point
Restoration response Nov. 30
to six amicus curiae (friend-of-
the-court) briefs.

Hurchalla is appealing the
ruling Feb. 14 of a Martin County Circuit
jury, which found her liable for $4.4 mil-
lion in damages to Lake Point's busi-
ness. The six-person jury came to their
conclusion after Lake Point demon-
strated through court testimony, video-
taped depositions and exhibits that
Hurchalla had used lies and misrepre-
sentations to influence the county's ac-
tions against Lake Point by at least three
Martin County Commissioners, Sarah
Heard, Ed Fielding and Anne Scott.

Those three commissioners and for-
mer commissioners are now facing crim-
inal charges for allegedly hiding their
email correspondence with Hurchalla by
failing to respond to Lake Point's public
records requests in 2013. The county
was sanctioned for commissioners' ac-
tions in 2018, paying $502,000 in Lake
Point's attorney fees and costs.

Ovelman, named a Super Lawyer in
Florida since 2006, has taken the lead in
Hurchalla's case since May. Other attor-
neys include Talbot 'Sandy' D'Alemberte
of Tallahassee, president emeritus of
Florida State University and former dean
of the FSU Law School. Hurchalla's legal

team also includes members of
U.S. Special Prosecutor Robert
Mueller's former law firm in
Washington D.C. Locally, Hur-
challa is represented by Virginia
Sherlock and Howard Heims.

Lake Point's argument by at-
torney Michael Labbee,
Smolker Bartlett Loeb Hinds &
Thompson in Tampa, is that lies

are not protected speech under the Con-
stitution's First Amendment guarantees,
and that contracts are legally binding,
thus citizens can be assured that con-
tracts will be upheld by the courts.

Ovelman argues that the First
Amendment protects all speech, includ-
ing misrepresentations of fact, unless
malicious intent to harm the business
through improper methods is present.
Ovelman, supported by the friend-of-
court briefs, argue that Hurchalla's in-
tent was only to protect the
environment, not to harm Lake Point.

They argue further that the judge's
instructions were wrong to tell the jury
they could choose –  or not, if they so
chose – that lying and deleting emails
that might be damaging were “improper
methods” that might infer intent.

Labbee notes that First Amendment
defenses were not presented during the
initial trial. The appellate court justices
put attorneys on notice in April that they
would not be retrying Hurchalla's case;
however, they also accepted the brief filed
by the First Amendment Foundation. No
date for oral argument has been set. ■

Attorney asks for more
time in Hurchalla appeal

Maggy Hurchalla

Jewelry, Watch, Clock Repair

Monday-Friday 

9am-5pm

Saturday 

10am-2pm

8880 SE Bridge Road

Hobe Sound

UNIQUE, HAND-CUT STERLING

NEW

EXPRESSIONS
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UNICORN
Sterling silver,
blue sapphire
and gold on 
sea glass

MIDNIGHT
Opal, sterling 
and gold 
on genuine 
agate

MR. LADYBUG
Sterling silver, gold and
garnets on sea glass

ONEE EACHH ONLY

AVAILABLEE NOW!



The turning point in an emotional Stuart
City Commission meeting Nov. 26
seemed to fall after these words from
Commissioner Mike Meier.

“What are we doing here?” he asked,
only somewhat rhetorically after heart-
tugging public comment urging the com-
missioners not to sell the city's ball fields
to developers. “We are taking baseball
away from these kids.” 

Until that point, after more than two
hours of public comment and commis-
sion deliberation, the commissioners
seemed to agree that the ball fields and
adjacent public works facility should be
sold to one of two developers. 

After Meier's comment and that of
City Manager David Dyess urging com-
missioners “to get off this merry-go-
round” after years of indecision, the
commission voted 4-1 to postpone the
decision for 90 days. They will take up
the issue again in March.

The commission discussion centered
primarily on the pros and cons of each
development proposal, but were leaning
toward the New Urban Communities
offer to buy the 10.8 acres of land in
East Stuart for $3.24 million to build 40
town houses, 228 rental apartment
units, an 80-room hotel and a 4,000-
square foot shared work space/office. 

The dog park and a 500 ft. linear
green space would “connect” the public
with the development, said Tim Hernan-
dez, of New Urban.

Rich Properties, whose development
responded to individual commissioners'
stated emphasis on the city's need for
workforce housing, according to planner
Michael Houston of Stuart, offered $3.12
million to build 240 apartments in a
non-gated community with a swimming

pool, dog park, gym and clubhouse.  
The greater range of uses in New

Urban's mixed-use plan seemed to sway
commissioners, as well as the greater
annual impact to the city's tax rolls,
which was nearly double that of the Rich
Properties' proposal. City Finance Direc-
tor Louis J. Boglioli III reminded com-
missioners that the city's ad valorem
taxes (property taxes) bring in about $8
million a year, but police and fire protec-
tion alone cost $12 million, which is one
of the reasons the city began assessing a
fire fee three years ago.

And why they have welcomed new
developments, including the Azul Apart-
ments on the city-owned triangle prop-
erty near City Hall, also a New Urban

Communities development.
One resident, Armand Pasquale, sug-

gested that if the commissioners' sole in-
terest is development to increase ad
valorem, they should sell the city hall
building on the St. Lucie River waterfront.

The question is also the fiduciary re-
sponsibility to taxpayers, Meier added,
pointing out that the majority of the 36
public comments came from those who
live outside the city limits, and accord-
ing to city records, only two ball players
live within Stuart. 

Stuart resident Tom McNicholas
challenged Meier's observation. “I've got
two players who live in my house,” he
said, and encouraged the city to compile
more accurate statistics.

The ball fields cost the city around
$85,000 annually, although the fields
are maintained by a non-profit group,
Northstars Baseball Inc., formed after
the city slashed the parks budget in 2011.

Commissioners decided it likely
would be feasible to use Community Re-
development TIF funds to build an addi-
tional baseball field at the Guy Harvey
park on 10th Street, less than a mile
from Sailfish Park. A master plan to re-
develop the park, along with the 10th
Street Recreation Center, included the
addition of a ball field; however, the ad-
dition of one field would be insufficient
to meet the current needs, commission-
ers were told. 

The hundreds of youngsters who cur-
rently play within the city would need to
go elsewhere, and those who are able to
play because the fields are adjacent to
the Stuart Middle School would likely be
unable to play at all.

Comments were not limited to base-
ball families, however. Numerous resi-
dents who live near the park urged the
commission not to sell, including resi-
dents of East Stuart who talked about
the days that legendary baseball player
Jackie Robinson would come to East
Stuart on weekends during spring
training at Dodgertown. Others talked
about how playing baseball on that park
had shaped their adult lives, and once
those ball fields are sold, the city loses
more than just youth baseball and
could permanently alter Stuart's small-
town character.

Pasquale offered what he called a
simple solution. Keep the ball fields
where they are, and send developers to
the Guy Davis complex to build town-
houses and hotels there. ■

Attitudes in the City of Stuart seemed to
have softened a little toward the Bright-
line/AAF/Virgin Trains USA passenger
rail project since Brightline suggested in
September that the passenger rail com-
pany might consider a stop in Stuart.

In an online survey, more than 60
percent of those responding approved of
the idea; however, some, such as Joe
Catrambone, CEO of the Stuart-Martin
Chamber of Commerce, had railed
against the county's continued expendi-
ture of tax money to mount a legal fight
against the property rights of a 100-
year-old rail line.

Catrambone led a group of 48 cham-
ber members to ride the Brightline
trains from West Palm Beach to Miami,
a trip that the City of Stuart commis-
sioners, except Kelli Glass-Leighton,
also took the first week of December.
Their online comments all were positive.

Stuart's willingness to locate a Bright-

line station in the city limits may have
had some influence on Martin County
Commissioners to settle their lawsuit
against the rail line Nov. 26, but it was
clear that it was not the deciding factor.

“Our attorney, Stephen Ryan, told
us this was going to be the best deal we
could get,” said Chair Ed Ciampi, “or
we could take a chance, it's a risk, go to
court Tuesday (Dec. 4) and see what
happens, but if we lose, we get nothing
… for the $4 million (in litigation)
we've invested.” 

The concessions would get the
county off the hook for the cost of up-
grades and maintenance of 17 of the
county's railroad crossings for the next
14 years; the railroad's upgraded cross-
ings would qualify the county to apply
for quiet-zone designations that elimi-
nate train horns at certain intersections;
and the under-carriage of the St. Lucie
River railroad bridge would be modified

if the changes would result in a 35 per-
cent increase in small-boat traffic. 

The railroad also guaranteed the
bridge would be open at the same time
each hour for 15 minutes, and 10 miles
of additional fencing identified by the
county will be installed, all at the rail
service's expense.

In return, the county would end nearly
four years of litigation at a cost of $4.1
million, and will not lobby for new regula-
tions or oppose the train in the future. 

The county's lawsuits were filed
jointly with Indian River County and the
private citizens group, Citizens Against
Rail Expansion (CARE FL) based in
Hobe Sound. Indian River County re-
jected the settlement. CARE accepted it.

Commissioner Harold Jenkins said
he had been prepared to vote against the
settlement, until he learned that the
CARE group had accepted it.

“These are citizens who had put their

own money into fighting this train,”
Jenkins said. Although not a formal
partnership, they worked closely with
the county and had helped pay a portion
of the litigation costs. To continue
meant more money from both the
county and CARE.

The railroad also agreed to a 50-50
cost share for an aerial pedestrian bridge
at a high-traffic spot. The Metropolitan
Planning Organization identified the
City of Stuart, the Monterey Road cross-
ing, and/or Indian Street crossing in
Golden Gate as possibilities, with prefer-
ence to the Stuart location. They also
agreed to a rail stop at either Ft. Pierce
or Stuart within five years after service
to Orlando begins.

The anti-train activist group, Florida
NOT All Aboard, intends to continue to
fight the train, according to K.C. Mullen.
(See editorial on Page 8.) A rally in Stu-
art is planned for Jan. 19. ■
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City commission agonizes over sale of ballfields

County votes to end fight with Brightline/Virgin

Stuart's then-Mayor Kelli Glass Leighton (Becky Bruner now is the new mayor) led the roof-top-
ping celebration of Azul Apartments on Akron Street. The 49-apartment complex is the first in 10
years, one of three new developments within city limits expected to be completed in 2019-20.
Sailfish Park proponents asked commissioners to give the new developments time to build city
tax revenues, prior to making a judgment that the sale of Sailfish Park is most prudent decision.

PHOTO: MAYA ELLENSON
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A
ll Aboard Florida, Brightline, Vir-
gin Trains. The name may con-
stantly change – I'll just refer to

it as "the train” – but the basic fact re-
mains. The company is still desperately
seeking financing. Despite claims to the
contrary, the train is NOT a done deal. 

The week of Nov. 19 was bittersweet
for those of us who have been battling
this train for nearly five years. The
sweet: Indian River County voted to re-
ject the settlement that would have
made them agree to no longer represent
their constituents on this issue. The bit-
ter: Martin County voted 4-1 (Commis-
sioner Sarah Heard the lone dissenter)
to approve the settlement.  

During Florida NOT All Aboard's
consistent opposition, the train has un-
dergone many changes. Fortress Invest-
ment Group, the original founding force
behind All Aboard Florida, was delisted
and purchased in 2017 by SoftBank, a
Japanese multinational holding con-
glomerate headquartered in Tokyo. That
same year the freight division, FECR,
was sold to Grupo Mexico, the largest
mining corporation in Mexico. Ferrocar-
ril Mexicano, the company's rail trans-
port division, operates the nation's
largest rail fleet. Now the passenger
train is owned by the Japanese company

SoftBank, and Grupo Mexico owns the
land, tracks, and freight division.  

The Martin County vote sets a dan-
gerous precedent. It demonstrated that a
foreign-owned entity could control and
silence our local government. Our
county commissioners essentially agreed
to no longer represent us on this issue
for a period of build-out, PLUS five
years beyond their start-up. 

Should the train come through here,
our commission has willingly agreed to be
legally silenced regardless of what unex-
pected, yet-to-be-known adverse effects
may occur. How can our commissioners
protect the health, safety, and welfare of
our community if they cannot speak,
lobby, review the improvements, etc.?
Even new commissioners elected in two
years will be silenced by this agreement. 

I cannot put a price tag on silencing our
representatives, but the train found one.  

Now is not the time to cave in and
give up the fight. We have many resi-
dents and businesses west of the train
bridge who receive zero benefits from
this agreement. Being open only 15 min-
utes per hour will be a debacle during
peak boating hours. The train may or
may not add more clearance to the
bridge. They are not raising the bridge,
merely adding more clearance by recon-

figuring the bottom side of the bridge IF
it allows for 35% more boat traffic. 

Boaters, you know how low that
bridge is; don't count on much help with
this iffy concession. 

Time will tell the real cost of the
BOCC’s decision. I believe what the
BOCC conceded is far more costly to our
community than what was promised by
the train, which provided no financial
guarantee of actually being able to pro-
vide those benefits. 

It has been reported the train lost
over $56 million in the first two quarters
of this year. The BOCC's perceived sav-
ings in ending the lawsuit by signing this
settlement may be one of the costliest
decisions ever made by the Martin
County Board of Commissioners.  

Why must we continue the fight?
Why is it not a done deal? Let me review. 

Initially planned to start operations
between Miami and Orlando in 2014,
the train still is not traversing the Treas-
ure Coast in 2019. Financially, the train
always has been and still is scrambling
for financing. The train applied for, but
did not receive, a $1.5+ billion federal
Railroad Rehabilitation and Improve-
ment Financing loan. Strike one. 

The train then applied for and re-
ceived state approval to issue and sell

Private Activity Bonds (PABs). After nu-
merous offerings, the West Palm Beach
to Orlando segment bonds still have no
buyers, despite the enticing tax savings.
Strike two. 

Now, the train is applying for author-
ization to issue an IPO, but the amount
of projected sales falls far short of the
needed capital. How many strikes can
the train take? Time will tell.  

We must continue our fight – even
without our own commissioners. Florida
NOT All Aboard, Indian River County,
residents, and state and federal legisla-
tors have not given up. We must support
our elected officials who are fighting for
us and remember them at election time.
I believe that together we CAN protect
our communities. Don't give up now be-
cause a few have thrown in the towel.
We can do this! 

We will not go quietly into the night
as our commissioners did over a holiday
weekend. Follow Florida NOT All
Aboard on Facebook and visit floridano-
tallaboard.com for information on an
upcoming event, Jan. 19, because FNAA
wants to hear from you. ■

– K.C. Ingram, founder of Florida NOT
All Aboard

Guest Editorial:  Whatever its name, train stinks

T
he state's Office of Early Learning
introduced the Performance
Funding Project in 2014 to ensure

quality early learning experiences for the
state's youngest children. The initiative
is the result of a growing awareness of
brain development and recognition that
the first five years are the most critical in
determining a child's future potential.

As the program's name suggests, the
OEL increases funding opportunities to
learning centers contracted with local
Early Learning Coalitions that meet its
stringent guidelines, professional devel-
opment and can demonstrate improve-
ments in quality. 

At a time that funding for social/ed-
ucational programs is uncertain, I feel
it's important as the director/owner of
a Stuart-based early learning center
that taxpayers should be aware of this
important program and what's required
of providers, parents, and the Early
Learning Coalitions charged with im-
plementation, and its real impact on
child education.

The first year my center was chosen
to participate, my teachers/instructors
were enrolled in required online classes.
They had to participate. The profes-
sional Program Quality staff at the ELC
of Indian River, Martin and Okeechobee
counties provided technical assistance
for the classroom instructors on site and
taught workshops showing optimum in-

teractions with children, tools and class-
room set-ups, and projects to enhance
learning at the youngest ages.

The classes and workshops were a
wonderful experience for the instruc-
tors. They learned a great deal over the
six months' of instruction.

But the program does not end with
classes and workshop participation. The
ELC staff assesses teachers' progress
through the Performance Funding Pro-
ject's Classroom Assessment Scoring
System Tool that measures the interac-
tion between the center's instructors and
their children.  An initial assessment of
the individual instructor interacting
with his or her classroom is taken to es-
tablish a baseline; then another assess-
ment is taken after 20 hours of
classroom coaching sessions.

Certified coaches are in the class-
room with the instructors and the chil-
dren,  providing one-on-one mentoring
for the teachers each week, after which
the coach and the instructor meet pri-
vately to discuss challenges and oppor-

tunities to improve. A final assessment
is made to show progress and to qualify
the center for stipends for taking the
steps to improve its quality.

Each year that my center has con-
tracted with OEL for the Performance
Funding Project, our instructors' scores
have increased, improving the quality
and interactions with our children in 10
different “dimensions,” including Lan-
guage Modeling and Quality of Feed-
back that judges the  back-and-forth
exchanges, the persistence by the
teacher and follow-up questions for
children to explain their thinking and
rationale for their responses and ac-
tions.  Language Modeling promotes
frequent conversations with children,
peer conversations, open-ended ques-
tions requiring more than one-word re-
sponses, etc.  

This is a program that works. Learn-
ing center instructors/directors are
making huge strides in all the domains
with technical assistance from the Early
Learning Coalition staff, who work regu-
larly with parents and providers daily.
In addition to providing technical assis-
tance, they also offer training to instruc-
tors to expand their education and give
guidance to parents  to help them
achieve their goals.  

The relationship between my center
and ELC is unbelievable.  All of the ELC
staff are willing to help our center and

answer parents' questions. In addition,
the Coalition's partnerships assist
providers by providing books to our chil-
dren during the holidays and sending a
dental hygienist to our classrooms for
dental screenings, who applies flouride
and provides a report for the family den-
tist. I am very happy to be a contract
provider with ELC of IRMO and St.
Lucie County for the past 15 years. 

A special note of appreciation from
our center goes to Sheila Ettehadieh,
Quality Specialist from the ELC of
IRMO, who monitors and coaches our
instructors. Whenever we have any
questions concerning the Performance
Funding Project, Mrs. Ettehadieh is al-
ways available to us. Communication
among centers, agencies and parents
working together to educate our stu-
dents is an invaluable achievement.  

With this in mind, centers should not
shy away from accepting and enrolling
in Performance Funding Projects in the
future.  Our center will continue to par-
ticipate and try to enrich our students
with the tools they need to succeed. ■

Lisa Juliano, Director/Owner of Peb-
blestone Academy Inc. in Stuart,  is con-
tracted with The Early Learning
Coalition of  Indian River, Okeechobee
and Martin counties and the ELC of St.
Lucie County.   

Guest Column:  Funding supports early learning 
Lisa

Juliano

Guest 
Columnist
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A
mong all the charities appealing
to your spirit of giving this holi-
day season, you might want to

consider putting the Panhandle's home-
less and still-hurting victims of Hurri-
cane Michael at the top of the list.

The hurricane season that saved its
worst for last is now over, yet if ever
there was a “right time” to remember the
tens of thousands of souls in Northwest
Florida most of us will never see – folks
trying their hardest to pick up the pieces
and rebuild their lives, their . communi-
ties, their livelihood -- the time is now.

I hope we don't forget about them.
Certainly the intense 2018 midterm
elections created the perfect distraction.

Luckily, two former state House
speakers, Will Weatherford and Allan
Bense, wouldn't let us forget. As you
probably already know, on Nov. 1 they
launched a new initiative, "Rebuild
850," ("850" for the area code of the
damaged region) to keep the continuing
needs of Panhandle communities “front
and center.” Bense himself, Weather-
ford's father-in-law, gave $25,000 to
kick off the effort.

To assure the venture's success,
Weatherford and Bense partnered
with former U.S. Rep. Gwen Gra-
ham, Volunteer Florida, the Florida
Department of Economic Opportu-
nity, the Florida Chamber of Com-
merce, the Florida Chamber
Foundation, the Florida League of
Cities, the Florida Association of
Counties, United Way of Florida, the
American Red Cross, the Florida
Press Association, the Florida Asso-
ciation of District School Superin-
tendents, the FAIR Foundation, Get
Ready, Florida!, the Florida School
Boards Association, the Florida Soci-
ety of Association Executives, United
Way of the Big Bend, and the Greater
Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce.

The idea is to cut through the red
tape, address storm victims' needs
immediately, don't make them wait
any longer than they have to for state
and federal government involvement.

“It’s natural after a disaster for
immediate help and donations to
flow and then ebb, as other news
dominates the headlines,” Bense said
at the launch. “But North Florida’s
recovery will go on for months and
even years, and we must keep the
focus on helping so many communi-
ties through their ongoing needs.”

Weatherford put it in perspec-

tive. “Once you see how people in these
communities have been forced to live
and how they are struggling, you can’t
help but be moved,” he said. “We need
to continue to tell their stories and keep
long-term North Florida recovery in the
public eye.”

Let me tell you what I saw in Panama
City and Mexico Beach one weekend
only days before the election. It was a
weekend of contrasts for me.

While candidates were at their peak
spending millions of dollars to attack
each other, I saw some streets still lined
with thick stacks of refuse. I saw splin-
tered home framing, soggy tangles of in-
sulation, home appliances and tree
limbs meshed into one another, still
awaiting collection and disposal.

I saw homes -- the ones that weren't
flattened -- missing roofs, dormers, bal-
conies, whole walls. Street after street,
there was a rancid, musty smell. I was
reliving Katrina, and I wept to see the
survivors, clinging as my neighbors in
Mississippi once did to hope, each other
and a few tiny bits of nostalgia.

Many who returned since the storm
are living in campers, tents or are bunk-
ing with neighbors, and even now relying
on portable toilets and boxed ready-to-
eat meals provided by FEMA, the Red
Cross or other volunteers. The schedule
for the return of utilities such as electric-
ity, gas and Internet service were being
measured in months, not days or weeks,

at least when I visited. Many roads are
still blocked across the area, so badly
damaged are they. Commercial services
in places are minimal to none.

Hurricane Andrew nearly three
decades ago devastated Homestead, a
Miami suburb. Miami attracts bright
lights and cameras and international
media. The Panhandle, not really. The
people most hurt by Hurricane Michael
are not wealthy -- in fact, some are barely
sustainably solvent. The roof over their
heads and each other are all they have. 

Everywhere I saw volunteers. Line-
men in buckets repairing power lines,
church groups with jackhammers and
chain saws. All kinds of groups bringing
in food and water and infant supplies.
People really were helping people. I met
some of the 400 U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers personnel who had volunteered
to assist residents with debris removal
and route clearance, temporary emer-
gency power, temporary roofing and
technical monitoring for FEMA's tempo-
rary housing mission.

But I fear, as it did on the Missis-
sippi Gulf Coast in 2005, the help
will all trickle to an end in a few
weeks, when volunteers and work-
men return to their lives elsewhere.

This is what makes me appreciate
the mission of Rebuild 850. And why
I'm giving it a plug to be your charity
of choice this season of giving. 

The Rebuild 850 campaign has
plenty of Christmas spirit, helping it
pick up more partners, including the
Tallahassee Democrat. Partners of
the initiative are calling on individu-
als, businesses and organizations to
donate toys and money by the thou-
sands to brighten the holiday for the
families still in need.

Don't forget the Panhandle.
It's not fixed and all better. Not even
close. If you're able, remember
the resilient residents who live
there with something tangible this
Christmas. Log onto their website
www.rebuild850.org and you'll see
how to donate. ■

This article was first published in
Sunshine State News. Nancy Smith,
the former editor of The Stuart
News for 28 years, is executive edi-
tor of SSN. She may be reached at
nsmith@sunshinestatenews.com or
at 228-282-2423.

Remember Michael's victims for your gift list

Florida panhandle residents still need to line up for basic supplies as they clean up and rebuild
in Hurricane Michael's aftermath.  

Nancy
Smith

Guest 
Columnist
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BY RICK HARTMAN
President of One Martin, Inc.

T
he presentations were enlighten-
ing, even to those of us who work
in agriculture. 

We've all seen that the farm imple-
ments of the past, the pitchfork and
shovel, have been replaced by cell
phones and tablets. Low-flying drones
are now ubiquitous over our ranches
and farms, said Reed Hartman, a
rancher, commercial real estate auction-
eer and president of the Martin County
Farm Bureau, who took part in our
panel discussion.

Even farm tractors are no longer the
mechanical wonders they were once.
They now are more sophisticated than
the newest, computer-controlled cars
coming off Detroit's assembly line,
with greater output potential than ever,
the result of years of automation and
innovation.

Yet, we still were astounded to learn

how much technology
truly has changed farming.
Even more exciting, we
learned of its potential for
the future.

Keynote speaker Cody
Beard took us behind the
scenes at Florida Crystals,
where he is the Manager of
Precision Agriculture. He
said his intent was to
“change our perception” of
farming today. 

And that, he did. 
I found myself wishing

that everyone in the county
could watch his presenta-
tion, although more than
120 were there, including
elected officials, interested citizens,
teachers, and environmentalists, as well
as Farm Bureau members. Although
many of us knew of “precision agricul-
ture,” we had not understood fully its
evolution, its application to farm opera-
tions, or its potential until now. 

Never has the need been greater to
produce more food with less land as the
world's 7.3 billion population is ex-
pected to reach 9.3 billion by 2050 at
the same time that land is being lost to
development or other factors. That was
the “big-picture” basis for developing
precision agriculture, Mr. Beard told us.

IMPROVING WATER QUALITY 
In Martin County, however, where the
primary concern is clean water, it is pre-
cision agriculture that enables water
conservation, using precisely what is
needed and fertilizing at precisely the
right time and in precisely the right
place, matching fertilizer to varieties of
plant and type of soil for maximum ef-
fectiveness for growth and environmen-
tal conservation. 

Farmers are good stewards of the
land, Mr. Beard said, yet they often get a
“bad rap” by those who are unaware of
today's farming practices.

At the heart of precision agriculture
is data collection through the use of
satellites, cell phone networks and Mar-
tin County's excellent GIS (Geographical
Information Systems) database, which is

fed into highly sophisticated software to
give a much more precise control of
farm operations. Mr. Beard said that
tractors are now GPS-guided, resulting
in a 2 percent overlap per row, instead
of 35 percent. He can see precisely
where crops are healthy and where
they're not. He even can see every grain
of rice and how deep it's being planted.
(By the way, that rice is organic. No fer-
tilizers or pesticides.)

Lasers are used to ensure their fields
are level, avoiding the slopes that con-
tribute to water run-off. A drone's
below-the-clouds view captures data
that combines infrared light with visual
images to highlight differences between

healthy and distressed plants in a way
that can’t be seen with the naked eye.
Their drones can tell the difference be-
tween the green color of a plant and that
of a weed, zapping the weed as it flies
over. That's downright amazing.

WHAT ABOUT JOBS?
Yes, the new technology has had an im-
pact on farm workers, eliminating much
of the manual labor we're used to seeing,
but the number of jobs have not been re-
duced. The difference is the training that
is required, said Mr. Beard, a fact con-
firmed by Mitch Hutchcraft, a vice presi-
dent of King Ranch and Consolidated
Citrus, and moderator of the panel dis-

Taking first steps 
appreciating differences

Rick Hartman, president of One Martin Inc, which hosted the 
recent 2018 Farm-City Luncheon, encouraged more meetings
between urban and agricultural interests in Martin County.

772-546-3541
www.beckertreefarm.com

Insist your landscape
contractor buys plants 

& trees from a reputable 
Martin County resource!

45g Juniper “Spartan”
9-10 ft  

You missed a heck of an afternoon if you missed the annual Farm-City Luncheon
hosted by One Martin and the Martin County Farm Bureau on Nov. 14. The Kai-Kai
farm on Kanner Highway provided a setting that is a little bit country and a little bit
city, perfect for bringing together these two communities to talk about the changes
and challenges in Martin County agriculture.

Keynote speaker, Cody Beard, Manager of
Precision Agriculture at Florida Crystals,
described today's farming practices.

More than 120 guests attended the 2018 Farm-City event at Kai-Kai's Music Garden on 
Kanner Highway in November.

in
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cussion. He reported that six positions
at King Ranch in Martin County have
gone unfilled for more than six months,
pointing to unfulfilled opportunities for
residents and a need for updating school
curriculum to meet those needs.

He also brought attention to the im-
pact of citrus greening in Martin County.
Of their 15,000 acres of citrus, only 400
acres of healthy groves remain.

Panelist Ron Edwards, owner of
Evans Properties, revealed a similar
plight for Evans' citrus groves, leading
to the decision to farm water as an-
other South Florida Water Manage-
ment District project to reduce excess
water flowing into our canals and estu-
aries. The 5,000-acre water farm will
reduce the discharges from the C-25
canal into the Indian River Lagoon by
25 percent.

Water farms are only a temporary so-
lution, however, to bridge the gap over
the next 10 years or so needed to com-
plete Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan projects. Then what's
the future for
Florida's iconic
crop and the lands
left fallow if no
cure for citrus
greening is found?

ALTERNATIVE
CROPS
That question was
tackled by Mr. Ed-
wards, an entrepre-
neur who also
founded SoBe
drinks, Blue Buf-
falo and is CEO of
AquaFiber Tech-
nologies. He
launched a 300-
acre research proj-
ect in California to
find alternatives to
citrus. One of the
plants being stud-
ied is from India,
potentially a bio-
fuel crop that pro-
duces more oil than
soy, can be milled
for high-protein
flour, yet requires
less water and fer-
tilizer than citrus. 

Another is

duckweed, a small flowering plant with
40-45 percent higher levels of protein
than soybeans, which can be harvested
48 hours after planting. Farms could
harvest crops 24 hours a day.

Both crops are grown on small foot-
prints that foster the sustainability we
need to preserve our quality of life and to

clean our waters.
Panelist Ted

Astolfi, executive
director of the
Martin County
Economic Council,
challenged us to
think of farming
as a manufactur-
ing operation. A
farm is similar to
any manufacturer,
with inputs of
labor and materi-
als and expected
outputs of prod-
ucts. The only dif-
ference is that
farms produce
products that sus-
tain  human life. 

He made an
important point:
Agriculture in
Martin County is
as significant to
our economy as
the marine indus-
try, or any other
manufacturing
here, and deserves
to be protected.

We agree. So
what's holding us
back? 

THE PATH FORWARD
The panelists suggested
that education is our
biggest shortfall, not only
within our high school
classrooms and college cur-
riculum, but in educating
the public about today's
farming practices. We have
opportunities to present to
our young people that are

not being tapped.
Growers in Martin County also are

challenged by the fact that processing
plants are required by our rules to be lo-

cated within our urban services district,
although our farms are in agricultural
areas, a major hurdle in growing bio-fuel
or other specialty crops.

Yes, investment in innovation and
technology must continue. We must ad-
dress education, recognizing the oppor-
tunities that exist now and in the
future. We must adapt to changing
markets and needs.

Perhaps most important, we've got to
work together. We're all pursuing the
same high quality of life for all of us. The
Farm-City luncheon was a good step to-
ward that goal. ■

The farm-to-table salad was served on plates made from the crushed stalks of
sugar cane, the residue after the juice has been extracted.

Diane Cordeau, co-owner of Kai-Kai Farm with her husband,
Carl Frost, gives frequent tours of their 40-acre farm near 
Indiantown.

Nearly all ranching and farming operations
now depend on the technology provided by
satellite and GIS imagery, sophisticated soft-
ware, and the remote eyes of drones to
achieve sustainability.

Scott Watson, owner of Indiantown Marina,
asked panelists if technology has replaced
manual picking of strawberries. The answer?
Not quite yet, but soon. 

Reed Hartman
President, Martin
County Farm Bureau

Ted Astolfi
Executive Director, 
Martin County 
Economic Council 

Moderator 
Mitch Hutchcraft
VP of King Ranch

Ron Edwards
Owner, Evans Properties
Founder, SoBe and 
Blue Buffalo
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I
f construction fell behind the ambi-
tious timeline, it was not going to be
the state's fault. 

They were all in, though initially the
SFWMD had not been in favor of chang-
ing the Integrated Delivery Schedule's
timing for Everglades projects so the
reservoir could jump ahead of other proj-
ects; however, after the state approved
SB-10 and the governor signed it in May
2017, the Water District went to work. 

They even created an EAA Reservoir
tracker on their SFWMD website so the
public could follow its progress, and the
accolades followed.

Now, with lawsuits against the Water
District by the environmental group,
Florida Wildlife Federation Inc., and
Marty Baum, Indian RiverKeeper, the
state agency has sunk to near evil-em-
pire status among activists, accusing the
Water District of making secret deals in
favor of the sugar industry to delay the
reservoir's progress. 

The Water District has denied the al-
legations, asserting their intent only is to
move forward with construction as
quickly as possible.

Joined by a chorus of angry demands
by Congressman Brian Mast and Gov-
elect Ron DeSantis – even the commis-
sioners of the City of Stuart – calling for
every SFWMD Governing Board member
to be fired, the politics are taking center
stage in place of the reservoir itself.

THE LEASE EXTENSION
The legal challenge is over the extension
of a Florida Crystals lease on the prop-
erty designated for the reservoir, which
did not get listed separately on the Dis-
trict's Nov. 8 meeting agenda until the
previous night, although an update that
would have addressed the lease had
been noted on the agenda. 

The following day, the District's Gov-
erning Board voted to approve the
eight-year lease extension with the
sugar company on 16,150 acres of state

land. It also immediately terminated the
sugar company's lease of 560 acres to
allow the District to begin earthwork for
the reservoir. 

The lease, originally due to expire in
March, also allows the District to take land
on a field-by-field basis after 20 months if
needed for reservoir construction. 

According to Governing Board Chair
Frederico Fernandez at the Dec. 13 gov-
erning board meeting, there was “nothing
nefarious” behind the staff's push to get
started with the earthwork required – in-
cluding seismic testing – before the rainy
season begins. They also were following
the law, according to the District's attor-
ney, Brian Accardo, who said that SB-10
requires that the land remain in agricul-
ture until needed for the reservoir. 

The nod to maintaining agricultural
operations as long as possible was the
state's compromise with the Glades
community to ensure passage of the bill,
ushered through the legislature by then-
Senate President Joe Negron.

Accardo also advised the Governing
Board that since the lease extension was
mandated by state statute, it did not
need a series of public hearings, as a
new lease would, which is being chal-
lenged in court now. 

To wait 30 days, as Mast and DeSan-
tis had asked, also would mean the loss
of valuable time during dry weather, ac-
cording to the District. 

“Delay is not an option,” Fernandez
said during the Dec. 13 meeting. “We're
going to do everything possible to expe-
dite the construction of this project.”

That may be just wishful thinking, as

obstacles build. The Army estimates that
it will take two to three years to com-
plete design and engineering, which will
not begin until the project has been fed-
erally funded. 

The reservoir has been approved by
Congress and signed by the President,
but not funded. With a divided U.S.
Congress – and the potential loss of
state funding – the timing of a budget
allocation is uncertain.

Everglades Foundation CEO Eric
Eikenberg disputes the Water District's
and the Army's estimates on the time
needed to design the reservoir, stating in
a press release Nov. 9 that the reservoir
could be designed and built within four
years, thus the lease extension would
delay that progress. 

Eikenberg was the first to call for re-
moval of all Governing Board members.

After Mast and DeSantis decried the
Water District's actions, including the
refusal to allow their review “to ensure
that no hurdles” to reservoir construc-
tion had been incorporated in the lease,
the Florida Wildlife Federation and
Baum filed its lawsuit Nov. 28.

STATE'S FUNDING IN LIMBO
In addition to the uncertain allocation of
$880 million from the federal govern-
ment, now state funding also has been
jeopardized.

A circuit court judge in Tallahassee

ruled in June that the 2014 consti-
tutional amendment that created
the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
specified that the funds can be
used only for acquisition of new
land and can only be used for envi-
ronmental projects on land pur-
chased after 2015, when the
amendment went into effect.

The land for the reservoir was
purchased around two decades
ago, thus making it ineligible for
Amendment 1 funds, according to
Accardo. 

Negron had negotiated the
state's 50-50 share of funding for
the EAA reservoir in SB 10 by tak-
ing $64 million a year out of the
Land Acquisition Trust Fund
(Amendment 1 funds) to use that
money to bond $800 million, half
the reservoir's construction costs.

Now those funds cannot be used,
which Everglades Trust Executive
Director Kim Mitchell heralded dur-
ing the Dec. 13 governing board
meeting as a win for state environ-

mentalists, because “we have to build a
proper reservoir, on a larger footprint.” 

The state has appealed the judge's
ruling, but if the Florida Wildlife Feder-
ation prevails, it could halt the Water
District’s restoration efforts on more
than just the reservoir, affecting approx-
imately 1 million acres of public land
using more than $1.5 billion of taxpayer
dollars, according to a Water District
press release issued Nov. 29.

NOT FIRST TIME RESERVOIR STOPPED
In 2004, Florida Governor Jeb Bush
sought to give eight Everglades projects
high priority, including the EAA reservoir,
in a plan called Acceler8. After construc-
tion was underway, the National Wildlife
Federation, the Natural Resources De-
fense Council, and the Sierra Club filed a
lawsuit in 2007 to ensure that the water
would be sent only to the Everglades and
not be used either for drinking or farm-
ing. Work on the EAA reservoir ended. 

The lawsuit was dropped after the
election of Gov. Charlie Crist. While in
office,   Crist pushed a $1.75 billion
River of Grass agreement to buy all the
land in the EAA held by U.S. Sugar. The
Great Recession intervened, and the
funds dried up. The SFWMD purchased
only a portion of the land, which ulti-
mately was used to restore the flow of
water to the Loxahatchee River. ■

--Barbara Clowdus 

Just a few months ago, the South Florida Water Management District was
anointed to near-hero status for taking Florida's Senate Bill 10 and running 
with it, beating all deadlines for keeping the southern reservoir in the 
Everglades Agricultural Area on an expedited track. 

SFWMD in cross-hairs 
environmental activistsof

SFWMD Governing Board Chair Frederico Fernandez
at EAA site defends the District's decision to 
proceed with a transitional lease with Florida 
Crystals to take advantage of dry winter weather.
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F
lorida's Fourth District Court of
Appeal also has been reviewing
another case involving the South

Florida Water Management District
since April 2018 as the result of a Martin
County Circuit Court ruling in favor of
the Water District. 

The appeal combined three separate
lawsuits against the Water District filed
in 2017 and 2018 by the Everglades Law
Center, environmentalist Maggy Hur-
challa and former County Commissioner
Donna Melzer alleging that the Water
District violated the state's public
records laws.

The public records requests at first
seemed simple. The Everglades Law
Center, environmentalist Maggy Hur-
challa and her ally, Donna Melzer, as
well as 17 local residents, all wanted a
copy of one meeting transcript, the Au-
gust 23 court-ordered mediation among
the South Florida Water Management
District officials and lawyers.

The shade meeting had precipitated
the Water District's settlement of Lake
Point's lawsuit, filed more than four
years earlier for breach of contract. The
settlement raised the ire of some envi-
ronmental activists for its concessions to
Lake Point, a federal- and state-ap-
proved water restoration project near
Indiantown, including the guarantee
that Lake Point could use its land for the
next 50 years to generate revenue for the
company in whatever legal means Lake
Point might choose.

Controversy erupted over the project,
approved by the Water District and Mar-
tin County in 2008, after Lake Point
began seeking markets in Palm Beach
County in 2012 for drinking water that
would be drawn from the C-44 canal,
cleaned, then either returned to the C-44
as clean water or sent down the L-8 canal
to be sold, if a market was available. 

Hurchalla alleged that Lake Point

was destroying the wetlands on its
property, which led to the Martin
County Commission's refusal to recog-
nize Lake Point as a bonafide water
project, and Lake Point's subsequent
lawsuits against the county for breach of
contract and Hurchalla for interference
in those contracts. (The county subse-
quently settled with Lake Point in No-
vember 2017, and Hurchalla lost the
Lake Point lawsuit Feb. 14, 2018, after
an eight-day trial.)

At the time of the Everglades Law
Center public records request, however,
the lawsuits against Martin County and
Hurchalla were still ongoing. As a result,
the Water District hesitated about re-
leasing transcripts of its meetings, al-
though it was sensitive to the
court-ordered sanctions levied earlier in
the year for public records violations. 

At the time, both Martin County and
Lake Point had filed a joint motion to
block release of all executive session
transcripts, which if made public might
have jeopardized their own mediation
and subjected all parties to additional
lawsuits, according to court documents.

AN UNCOMFORTABLE SPOT
Instead of denying the public records re-
quest outright, the District's attorneys
chose to go to court, filing for “declara-
tory relief” to have a judge review the
circumstances and spell out the Dis-
trict's rights and responsibilities. No
damages or attorney fees were sought; it
was an action to seek a judge's opinion
in advance to avoid possible lawsuits
later, according to court records.

The first opinion rendered by the Cir-
cuit Court said that no transcripts of
shade meetings could be released prior
to the end of litigation, and since the Law
Center's request was filed prior to Martin
County's settlement or Hurchalla's trial,
thus litigation still was ongoing.

Then later, after the county's settle-
ment, the circuit court ruled again that
any written, court-ordered mediation
correspondence is not a public record.
Under Chapter 44 of the Florida statutes
governing mediation, the District's
meeting transcripts were exempt from
public records laws. 

The Law Center challenged the cir-
cuit court's ruling, taking the question

before the 4th District Court of Appeal
in April. They asked if the state's Chap-
ter 44 mediation laws take precedence
over its Chapter 119 public records laws. 

They also cite Chapter 286 statutes
that govern shade meetings by public
agencies, which state that transcripts
must be made public after litigation ends
– including those of mediation meetings. 

The appeal also asks that the Law
Center's attorney fees and costs be paid
by the District.

The First Amendment Foundation,
based in Tallahassee, condemned
SFWMD for not turning over all five
meeting transcripts originally requested
(four were turned over in January 2018
following its settlement with Lake
Point), and for its “aggressive” treat-
ment of citizens.

The Foundation filed an amicus cu-
riae (friend-of-the-court) brief in sup-
port of the Everglades Law Center's
appeal last summer. The Florida Associ-
ation of Defense Lawyers filed an amicus
curiae brief in support of SFWMD this
fall. Both sides were given until October
to file responses to the briefs.

AN AMENDMENT TO 
PUBLIC RECORDS LAW
The SFWMD filed a motion against
Melzer, Hurchalla and the Law Center
based on a 2017 legislative change to
Chapter 119 that allows state agencies to
sue for attorney fees and costs from
“frivolous” public records requests. 

The change was precipitated by a se-
ries of what many government and ac-
cess advocates saw as “predatory” public
record requests made by some individu-
als, according to Barbara Petersen, of
the First Amendment Foundation, who
helped craft the language in the new law. 

“These were public record requests
made for the primary (and perhaps sole)

Appeals of SFWMD favorable ruling combined 

Maggy HurchallaLisa Interlandi

continued on PAGE 14

Donna Melzer

In what may become a landmark case that tests a new rule in the state's public records law
now before the 4th District Court of Appeal, the South Florida Water Management District has
asked the court for attorney fees and costs for "frivolous" public records requests filed by
Donna Melzer, Maggy Hurchalla and attorney Lisa Interlandi, of The Everglades Law Center.
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purpose of triggering a violation of the
public records law,” she says in an email.
“When an agency failed to respond to one
of these (public records requests), the re-
questor would file suit in civil court, and
then a few days later would offer to drop
the lawsuit in return for a payment of
anywhere from $2,500 to $5,000. It was
a big problem, as you can imagine.”

If a civil action is filed now against a
public agency for failing to respond to a
public records request, the agency can
be protected from the court costs and at-
torney fees of the requestors by showing
the court that the request was frivolous
or made with “improper purposes.”

Petersen contends that the new law
does not apply in the SFWMD case
against the Law Center, however, be-
cause, she said, the August 23 transcript
is not exempt and because the Law Cen-
ter did not sue the District. 

Except they did, according to court
records, and so did Donna Melzer, more
than once. 

In both cases, the Water District has
asked the court to award them attorney
fees and costs should the District pre-
vail in court under the new amendment
to Chapter 119. The appellate court's
ruling will be watched closely, and could
eventually be appealed to the state's
supreme court. ■

--Barbara Clowdus

SFWMD
continued from PAGE 13

Timeline shows
frequency, purpose
of records requests

The original Everglades Law Center
public records request grew antagonis-
tic quite quickly, as well as complex.
According to county records, which in-
cludes more than 100 circuit court fil-
ings, this is the case timeline against
the South Florida Water Management
District:

Oct. 4, 2017 – The late Nathaniel
Reed of Jupiter Island writes an impas-
sioned plea to four conservation organi-
zations, copied to Everglades Law
Center, urging them “to get involved” in
Lake Point's August 23 settlement with
SFWMD, which he claimed allowed the
“illegal sale of water.” It was the first
time Reed, like the organizations he con-
tacted, had gotten involved in the Lake
Point lawsuit.

Oct. 4, 2017– The same day, the
Law Center filed a public records re-
quest for SFWMD's transcripts of five
shade meetings, the first in 2013 and the
last on August 23, which preceded its
settlement.

Oct. 12, 2017 – Lake Point and Mar-
tin County jointly demand that SFWMD
“enforce mediation confidentiality,”
since mediation with Martin County was
ongoing. Lake Point put SFWMD and the
Law Center on notice of potential legal
action for any violations.

Oct. 18, 2017 – SFWMD files a civil
action against the Law Center, Maggy
Hurchalla and Martin County asking for
“declaratory relief,” a lawsuit that seeks
a judge's decision only, without damages
or claims for attorney fees and costs, to
determine the District's obligations in
releasing their records.

Oct. 26, 2017– Instead of answer-
ing the District's declaratory motion
with their arguments for the judge to
consider, the Law Center and Hurchalla
instead file separate motions to dismiss
the District's case. They both claim that
Martin County is an improper venue,
since the SFWMD and its records are
based in Palm Beach County, and de-
manded that the meeting transcripts be
turned over within five days or they
would file public records lawsuits
against the Water District.  

Oct. 30, 2017 – SFWMD sends a
letter to the Law Center asserting that
their public records request was made
for “frivolous and improper purposes”
since the issue was already before a
circuit court judge. Should they file a
lawsuit, they could be held liable for
the Water District's costs and attorney
fees under the new amendment to
Chapter 119.

Nov. 14, 2017 – Martin County
Commissioners vote to accept Lake
Point's settlement terms.

Dec. 6, 2017 – In a Martin County
Circuit Court hearing, Judge William

Roby denies both Hurchalla's and the
Law Center's motions to dismiss the
Water District's declaratory action. 

Dec. 11, 2017 – Hurchalla files a
public records request for the same
records as requested Oct. 4 by the Law
Center, demanding they be turned over
within five days or risk a public records
lawsuit and payment of her attorney fees
and costs.

Dec. 12, 2017 –  The District
sends a letter to Hurchalla and her at-
torney, Virginia Sherlock, asserting
that her public records request was
nearly identical to the request by the
Law Center for the same records, an
issue already before the court, thus her
request was made “for frivolous and
improper purposes.”

Dec. 14, 2017 – The Law Center
files a counterclaim, calling for an im-
mediate hearing of its petition for a writ
of mandamus to force the Water District
to hand over its transcripts and to pay
its attorney fees and costs.

Dec. 15 – Dec. 21, 2017 – The Dis-
trict receives 17 public records requests
from individual Martin County residents
nearly identical to Hurchalla's public
records request, for the same records
pending in court.

Dec. 27 – Attorney Donna Melzer
files a public records request nearly
identical to Hurchalla's. The District re-
sponds with a letter informing her that
the question of which public records the
District is allowed to release is pending
in circuit court, and invites Melzer to file
as an intervenor. Melzer withdraws her
public records request. 

Dec. 26 – In response to the Law
Center's petition for a writ of man-
damus, the District asks the court for
permission to file a supplement to its
original pleading.

Dec. 26 – The District began send-
ing letters to each of the individuals who
had asked for copies of the transcripts,
informing them that the records were
“part of a request for judicial clarifica-
tion,” a request then pending in Martin
County Circuit Court. The District in-
cluded the case number and a copy of
the pleading.

Jan. 8 – Melzer files another public
records request for the same records,
demanding that they be turned over
within five days and asserting her right
to claim attorney fees and costs.

Jan. 11 – Martin County signs a
new interlocal agreement with the Dis-
trict regarding the Lake Point project,
which resolved all pending issues be-
tween the public agencies. Martin
County also signed a release absolving
the Water District of any liability on all
remaining claims in the Lake Point liti-
gation. The District made four of the
five transcripts public, withholding only
those portions that contained media-
tion correspondence.

Jan. 18 – Sent four of the tran-
scripts to the individual citizens, includ-
ing Donna Melzer, who had requested
the transcripts, explaining that the issue

of whether or not the District was al-
lowed to release the August 23 media-
tion transcript was still before the court. 

Jan. 19 –  Melzer files a petition for
a writ of mandamus in Palm Beach
County, demanding that the Water Dis-
trict release all transcripts within 48
hours, including the August 23 media-
tion transcript, and that she should be
awarded costs and attorney fees. The
court denied her petition. She asked for
a re-hearing, which the Palm Beach
County Court also denied.

Jan. 24 – The Martin County Circuit
Court granted the Water District per-
mission to resubmit its motion for de-
claratory relief, which would reflect the
updated circumstances and its affirma-
tive defense to the Law Center's demand
to force the District to hand over August
23 transcript.

Feb. 20 – Hurchalla filed a motion
to have Roby disqualified in the SFWMD
v Everglades Law Center case, charging
him with bias following her loss in Lake
Point's jury trial on Feb. 14. Roby denied
her motion Feb.22.

Feb. 27 – The District gave notice to
the Law Center and Hurchalla that if
they filed no objection, the District was
prepared to send subpoenas to all 17 citi-
zens to ask for copies of any and all of
their correspondence with the Law Cen-
ter and/or Hurchalla and/or any other
party regarding the SFWMD meeting
transcripts that were the subject of their
public records requests.

March 6 – The Martin County Cir-
cuit Court denies the Law Center's peti-
tion that would force the Water District
to hand over the August 23 transcript.

March 22 – Roby quotes a portion
of Chapter 44 of the Florida statutes in
his ruling: All written communication
in a mediation proceeding other than
an executed settlement agreement shall
be exempt from the requirements of
Chapter 119. 

“I may not like the law,” Roby said,
“but I have to follow the law.” He or-
dered that any transcripts of the Dis-
trict's mediation meetings that took
place from April 4, 2017, when he or-
dered all parties to mediation, and Jan.
11, 2018, when global mediation was
reached among all parties, would be ex-
empt from public records laws. He or-
ders that the transcript of his ruling be
filed for public viewing in the case's
court docket.

April 19 – The Law Center appealed
the circuit court's decision to the 4th
District Court of Appeal, where the case
is pending judicial review.

April 24 – The District suspends
its case in Martin County against
Melzer to await the decision of the ap-
pellate court in the Law Center's case.
If the District prevails, it will ask for its
attorney fees and costs from Melzer,
Hurchalla and the Everglades Law
Center under the new amendment to
Chapter 119 regarding frivolous public
records requests. ■

--Barbara Clowdus
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L
ong controversial, an on-again,
off-again project of the Central
Everglades Restoration Plan, the

EAA reservoir has a history of getting
vigorous attention, followed by absolute
abandonment, and here we are. We're
doing that again!

Frankly, we no longer have time to
play political games and slow the reser-
voir's progress. We cannot allow our-
selves to repeat the past.  

Let’s start with a couple of facts
about this reservoir. First and foremost,
it alone will NOT stop Lake Okeechobee
discharges. That was never its primary
intent; however, it is STILL an impor-
tant, much-needed project in Everglades
restoration. Its primary purpose was,
and still is, to improve the timing of en-
vironmental deliveries to the Everglades
water conservation areas. 

The reservoir, according to the Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan,
is also intended to reduce Lake Okee-
chobee discharges to the estuaries, as
well as provide irrigation needs and
flood control for the Everglades agricul-
tural area.

Somehow, in the face of increased
cyanobacteria blooms, the resulting
public outcry, and politicians' election
ambitions, this reservoir has now been
sold in the press and among activists as
the “key” to stopping all lake discharges.
In fact, this reservoir is dependent upon
completion of the Comprehensive Ever-
glades Planning Project (a segment of
the broader, more comprehensive list of
Everglades restoration projects) to re-
duce the discharges by 63 percent.  

To complete all associated projects
and reach that 63 percent number is
going to take at least a decade and bil-
lions of dollars.

Another fact regarding the EAA
Reservoir is that it could have been com-
pleted by now had we just stuck to the
Acceler8 plan launched by then-Gover-
nor Jeb Bush. Significant work was un-
derway and $200 million spent on the
reservoir in 2006, slated to be com-
pleted between 2009 and 2011; however,
the Governing Board of the South
Florida Water Management District
called a halt to construction, citing the
lawsuits filed by the Natural Resources
Defense Council, The Sierra Club, and
the National Wildlife Federation against
the state as the reason.

Soon, another reason the construc-
tion stopped became clear. The expen-
sive deal inked between then-Gov.

Charlie Crist and US Sugar to
buy all of the company's holdings
in the EAA was announced with
little to no public notice or input. 

We can see – now – that
Crist's U.S. Sugar purchase, had
it been accomplished, would
have bought taxpayers only dis-
connected parcels of land, com-
mitted them to honoring
20-year-long leases to sugar
companies, and required land
swaps with unwilling landowners
who were not consulted. It was a
boondoggle, a political stunt that
slowed Everglades restoration
substantially.

Then-Governing Board mem-
ber Shannon Estonoz, currently a
board member of the Everglades
Foundation, helped usher in that
deal, yet she is crying foul now
about the SFWMD's lack of ad-
vance notice that a lease with the
other major sugar company,
Florida Crystals, would be
signed. Some call her outcry hyp-
ocritical; others call it politically
expedient.

Either way, it is now
painfully evident that groups
connected through the Ever-
glades Foundation/
Coalition/Law Center are about
to repeat history and derail
Everglades restoration once
again with unnecessary lawsuits; one of
which is over the issue of public notice! 

This month, the Florida Wildlife Fed-
eration, alongside Indian RiverKeeper
Marty Baum, filed  a legal challenge to
the South Florida Water Management
Governing Board’s decision to lease
most of the reservoir land for sugar
farming for at least 20 months. South
Florida Water Management District cor-
rectly points out that it will take at least
two years for engineers to design the
project. The State legislature required
that farming continue on the land as
long as possible while this reservoir is
being built.

Signing the lease was not a delay tac-
tic, as these groups have charged. If you
look at the list of requirements that the
U.S. Corps of Engineers must complete
prior to construction approvals – and
this is aside from obtaining the funding
and the work by SFWMD – your com-
mon sense tells you that even two years
may be just wishful thinking.

The following is only a partial list of
the Corps' pre-construction require-
ments: 

• Conduct an analysis of the reason-

able alternatives for the project, in ac-
cordance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act.

• Ensure environmental compliance
with all applicable federal laws and
Corps policy, to include NEPA, based
upon the Corps' recommended plan.

• Consult with Federal and State
agencies, tribes, and interested stake-
holders. 

• Conduct a potential failure modes
and life loss consequences analysis,
and identify potential structural and
non-structural measures and alterna-
tives to address identified potential
failure modes. 

• Validate the water quality benefits
and the water quality improvement ef-
fectiveness and efficiency. Ensure com-
pliance with current Army policy
governing water quality improvements
and cost-sharing for CERP projects. 

• Evaluate any features designed both
to help achieve existing water quality re-
quirements and provide additional
restoration benefits. 

• Ensure compliance with the Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.
Conduct a system evaluation within the

CERP, which includes considera-
tion of downstream impacts. 

• Conduct a climate change
analysis. 

• Update project design and
cost estimates after the District's
technical and environmental
analysis has been completed. 

• And on and on and on.
The Florida Wildlife Federa-

tion/Marty Baum complaint al-
leges that the lateness of the
notice regarding the lease agree-
ment put before the Governing
board for a vote violates state
law.  The District has defended
themselves by explaining that the
lease agreement wasn’t settled
until late the day prior, and while
notice of the meeting is required,
providing an agenda is not,
therefore they are not in violation
of Sunshine Laws.  

They also pointed out that
construction has already started
as a result of the access gained.
They were avoiding letting that
land go fallow come April, which
would have violated the law and
endangered funding coming from
the state legislature.  

Overall, it seems this lawsuit
is based on making mountains
out of mole hills. It’s the second
such lawsuit to endanger the
Everglades Agricultural Area

Reservoir’s progress.  
Another Wildlife Federation lawsuit

was filed against the state and Senator
Joe Negron seeking to block the Florida
Legislature from using Amendment 1
funds to build restoration projects on
land we already own.  

These lawsuits could effectively shut
down funding for many Everglades
Restoration projects and seem de-
signed to fail us all.  Repeatedly we
hear that we are working to expedite
the Everglades Agricultural Area reser-
voir, and yet, those groups who are
supposed to be pushing this forward,
are causing unnecessary controversy,
expense, and delay.  

History is, indeed, repeating itself,
and while this reservoir won’t stop the
discharges, it will help substantially. It is
necessary for the health of the southern
Everglades and our estuaries.  That is
what we should focus on. Not whom we
can sue along the way.  ■

Nyla Pipes is a founder of One Florida
Foundation, which addresses water is-
sues throughout the state.
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We're just throwing obstacles 
EAA reservoir

History tends to repeat itself when we haven't learned the lessons 
of the past. Unfortunately, that seems to be the case now with the 
Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir. 

Nyla
Pipes

One Florida 
Foundation

in path of 

Around one-third of the projects of the Central Everglades
Restoration Plan are depicted on this map.
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If it's not the South Florida Water Man-
agement District under fire, it's the Army
Corps of Engineers. Over the past few
weeks, both agencies have been sub-
jected to public accusations of deliber-
ately taking action to delay construction
of the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA)
Storage Reservoir. 

A closer look shows the opposite is
true.

The criticism is not just from envi-
ronmental activist groups. More re-
cently, Congressman Brian Mast and
Sen. Marco Rubio made a much-publi-
cized, impassioned plea in a letter to
Assistant Secretary of the Army for
Civil Works R. D. James to demand
that the Army Corps of Engineers not
delay the design and construction of
the EAA reservoir.

The two Florida politicians – whose
committees received the Army's assess-
ment of the SFWMD reservoir plan in
July – declared in December that the
Army's stated potential for a “second,
modified authorization” of changes to
the Central Everglades Planning Project
(CEPP) was unnecessary, unlawful and
would delay construction. 

Congress, on recommendation of the
House and Senate committees, had au-
thorized the changes to CEPP to include
the EAA reservoir on Oct. 10. The Presi-
dent signed it into law Oct. 23, but with
caveats by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) stating that the Army
must submit an additional report “that
adequately addresses the concerns rec-
ommendations, and conditions identi-
fied in the (Army's) Review Assessment”
before the project would be eligible for
federal funding.  

Mast and Rubio said the Army's
stipulation that the plans may need
later modification was merely an excuse
to delay the project, without consider-
ing the fact that the Secretary of the
Army had not required full technical
studies be completed by SFWMD, in
order to ensure the authorization for
the EAA reservoir got included in the
federal Water Resources Development
Act of 2018. 

Otherwise, had the Army's May 30 re-
port (that declared the SFWMD's plan
feasible) been delayed until all the geo-
physical information had been collected
and analyzed, the EAA reservoir could not
have been considered by Congress until
the 2020 WRDA bill, making it ineligible
for funding until 2022 – a major delay.

The Army was willing to accept the
SFWMD's feasibility study because it
had been based on the Water District's
real-world, first-hand experience with
other projects in the adjacent A-1 parcel,
according to the Army's report. District
engineers concluded that the rock is
likely the same or similar to the A-1 par-
cel of land, which is far harder than
other limestone sites, such as at the C-

44 reservoir in Martin County. 
Plans call for rock to be excavated

from the A-1 parcel and stockpiled on A-
2, but the rock excavated at the C-44
reservoir site off Citrus Boulevard near
Indiantown was too soft and porous to
meet federal construction specifications;
therefore, granite had to be shipped to
the site from Georgia.

The SFWMD feasibility study also
could not include the seismic and geot-
echnical studies of the exact location of
the proposed reservoir, due to the fact
that the site was being actively farmed.
The farming lease with Florida Crystals
would not expire until March 2019. 

On-site geological conditions must
support the reservoir's 24' high walls for
a perimeter of more than 17 miles, re-
quiring soil boring and seismic testing
by SFWMD as part of its study. Al-
though relatively isolated, a reservoir
breach on the reservoir's eastern side
would endanger life, since it is about two
miles from Highway 27, a state evacua-
tion route for south Florida, according
to the feasibility study.

Instead of waiting until March 2019's
expiration to restructure the farming
lease with Florida Crystals, the SFWMD
legal staff began the process in October.

A discussion about the lease had been
included on the Nov. 8 agenda of the
SFWMD Governing Board meeting;
however, the District's staff were able to
get the lease modified that would termi-
nate immediately the sugar company's
lease of 560 acres.

Although late at night Nov. 7,
SFWMD Attorney Brian Accardo added
the full, modified lease agreement to
the Governing Board's agenda to be
considered for approval at the follow-
ing day's meeting.

“It never occurred to me that anyone
would think anything nefarious about that,”
Accardo said at the Dec. 13 meeting. “We
were simply doing everything we could to
expedite the project according to state law.”

That action, however, resulted in ac-
cusations from environmental activists
that the lease was to secretly benefit the
sugar company and had likely incorpo-
rated deliberate delays of the reser-
voir's construction, since there was no
advance notice the lease extension
would be considered for approval.
Mast, and other groups, called for re-
moval of all members of the SFWMD
Governing Board, all of whom are ap-
pointed by the governor. 

On Nov. 28, the Florida Wildlife Fed-
eration and Indian RiverKeeper Marty
Baum requested a formal hearing before
a state administrative judge to challenge

the lease.  
Lt. Col. Jennifer

Reynolds of the Jack-
sonville District Army
Corps of Engineer ad-
dressed the SFWMD's
Governing Board meet-
ing Dec. 13 to assure
them of the Army's
continued efforts to ex-
pedite the reservoir
construction, remind-
ing them that the Army
cannot begin engineer-
ing and construction
without federal funding
in place first. 

The Army's report
to the Senate Environ-

ment and Public Works and the House
Transportation and Infrastructure com-
mittees due Jan. 18 will not include all
the technical information required for
OMB approval; however, Reynolds antic-
ipates that all the information will be
gathered for the Army's review by early
Fall 2019, in time for OMB's standard re-
view for the 2021 budget.

Then the EAA reservoir's project
must compete for federal funds. If the
court ruling in November that barred
the state's use of Everglades Trust
(Amendment 1 funds) stands, it may
delay state funding for the EAA reservoir
as well. The state legislative session does
not begin until March. ■

– Barbara Clowdus

A revised definition of the “Waters of the
U.S.” was proposed recently by the U.S.
EPA and the Department of the Army.
The agencies' press release stated that
the proposed definition is "clear, under-
standable, and implementable." 

Federal authority under the Clean
Water Act was challenged after the
Obama administration  revised and
broadened the rules. The revisions
were overturned.

Under the latest rules, federally regu-

lated waters would include traditional
navigable waters, tributaries to those
waters, certain ditches, certain lakes and
ponds, impoundments of jurisdictional
waters and wetlands adjacent to juris-
dictional waters.

The new rules exempt structures that
contain water only during or in response
to rainfall; groundwater; many ditches,
including most roadside or farm ditches;
prior converted cropland, such as
Caulkins Water Farm; stormwater con-

trol features; and waste treatment sys-
tems. The Clean Water Act rules do not
apply to them.

An informational webcast will be
broadcast Jan. 10. The proposal will be
available for public comment for 60 days
after publication in the Federal Register.

More information, including a pre-
publication version of the Federal Regis-
ter notice, the supporting analyses and
fact sheets, are available at
epa.gov/wotus-rule. ■

Army/SFWMD forging ahead despite critics

Waters of US finally defined, again

Within a week after a restructured lease 
terminated 560 acres of Florida Crystals farm
land, the South Florida Water Management
District began initial earthwork for the EAA
Storage Reservoir.

PHOTO: SFWMD

A shovel sits atop rail cars on a CSX siding in Indiantown as it
loads granite shipped from Georgia into dump trucks for 
construction of the C-44 reservoir off Citrus Boulevard.

PHOTO: BARBARA CLOWDUS
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L
eslie Store Invitations & Stationer-
ies, a relatively new business in
Hobe Sound, has already shifted

our general perception of stationery
items as transient, short-lived objects.
While the stereotype can be true gener-
ally, it’s not necessarily accurate regard-
ing beautifully crafted objects.  

For instance, what happens when we
come across Victorian-era cards? Doesn’t
it feel like we've become immersed in a
time capsule of sorts, for any vintage
card encapsulates the sign language of
the epoch it symbolically captures.   

Leslie’s Stationeries also create dis-
tinct time markers, due to their excep-
tional quality and striking aesthetics.
Everything about Leslie’s cards appears
tasteful: the paper, the ink, the design,
and the texture. In fact, ordering Leslie’s
customized set of cards as a deluxe gift
item is becoming trendy among locals.
That's not surprising. Their beauty and
elegance are both visual and palpable.

When I entered the Bridge Road
store for the first time, Leslie’s beautiful

face gleamed with a radiant smile.
Javier, her husband, lifted his head from
a computer screen, stood up and gal-
lantly shook my hand. The couple’s
smiles exude an energy of love and har-
mony among the elegant collection of
themed greeting cards, tidily showcased
with catchy notebooks and writing pads,
placed thoughtfully alongside other ne-
cessities, such as pens and pencils. 

In this tiny storefront – a little sta-
tionery universe – you discover that
even a transient item like a greeting card

easily morphs into
the realm of art. One
particular wedding
invitation with a
cobalt blue satin rib-
bon emphasizing the
gold-leaf letters was a
masterful touch and
absolutely mesmeriz-
ing. And here is an-
other stunning
ensemble, made of soft latte and mirri
papers, layered with gold, silver, and
pink glitter, a dazzling piece topped by a
gold-diamond monogram finish.

Their exclusive wedding invitation
suites are sold as a customizable pack-
age with several matching accessories.  

Cuban born, Javier and Leslie lived
and studied first in Miami. A few years
ago, they moved to Stuart. Javier, who
holds a degree in computer program-
ming, worked for years for Univision
Communications as its IT manager.
Leslie, on the other hand, with a parale-
gal background, worked for various law
firms. Their quest to develop truly
unique greeting cards occurred quite
serendipitously.  

Leslie explains: “When we were get-
ting married in 2001, I started to look
for exclusive invitation cards; however,
the ones that I really liked, were too ex-
pensive, so we ended up buying cheaper
cards. They were okay, but my heart
pined for those. It was back then that I
realized the true value of invitation
cards, especially for weddings. You want
your wedding to look epic. The invita-
tion cards, for me, are much more than
just a token of a sheer formality. In a
way, they’re the conduits that convey the
spirit of the event. Through them, we
communicate to our guests its very
essence and magic. With the digital uni-
verse around us, sometimes we forget
about the tangible beauty.”

Javier, smiling at his wife, elabo-
rates, “Yes, that’s how it all began. I am
a big fan of The Law of Attraction, If
you put your passion and energy into
something, you let it happen.   Ironi-
cally, that expensive store whose cards
we could not afford suddenly went out
of business … and we ended up as its

owners. As a software
engineer, I put all my
skills and knowledge
into it, fueled by
Leslie’s talent and
passion for coming
up with original
graphic designs.” 

Her designs go to
the basics of consid-
ering the entire
process beginning
with the choice of
eco-friendly papers,
which she calls, “your
tabula rasa of sorts,
on which you build

something meaningful and beautiful.”
Next comes the ink, just a medium,

regardless of its color and value, until it
blends in some kind of shared alchemy,
she adds, to build a design. The wording
should also match the previous layers. 

“For instance, we like to combine our
latte paper with a cotton paper as we
add the pale-ink text to it,” Leslie says.
“This way we create distinctive texture
to underscore the card’s pictorial aes-
thetics. The tactile beauty is as impor-
tant as the visual.” 

Their greatest reward, she adds, as
well as validation of her skill and talent,
is when their customers frame Leslie's in-
vitations and hang them on the wall “to
keep their memorable events historic.” 

Her cards remind me of the word
“ephemeral,” which stems from the
Greek “ephemeros,”  meaning lasting
only a day. Yes, stationery items may ap-
pear short-lived; nevertheless, when the
exquisite craft hijacks the object’s brief
functionality, such pigeon-holing no
longer applies.

American poet Ralph Waldo Emer-
son once stated: “Love of beauty is taste.
The creation of beauty is art.” Leslie’s
store is a perfect illustration of this time-
less maxim. 

The store is located on 8878 Bridge
Road, Hobe Sound. Orders can be
placed in the store or online:
www.lesliestore.com ■

Russian-American Maya Ellenson, who
holds M.A. and PhD degrees in Russian
language and literature from Moscow
State University, has lived in Martin
County for eight years.  A free-lance
writer, she has a particular interest in
world culture and art.

Javier and Leslie Fuentes stand in the shop amid an array of unique 
cards and wedding invitations. 

Leslie Store combines function, beauty and art
Maya

Ellenson

Art 
Kaleidoscope

Papers with various weights and textures 
are layered to add distinctive style to a 
wedding invitation.

A deftly placed ribbon on a wedding 
invitation adds style to an artful piece.

PHOTOS: MAYA ELLENSON

Fine Watch  
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F
our Neighborhood Advisory Com-
mittees need volunteers interested
in the path of redevelopment in

their historic communities to serve in an
advisory capacity to the Community Re-
development Agency.

Appointments are made by the Board
of County Commissioners from applica-
tions submitted to county administra-
tion by Jan. 4.

The NACs needing additional mem-
bers include:

• Golden Gate, with meetings the
first Monday of every other month at
6pm at the Cassidy Community Center
on Fairmont Avenue in Golden Gate.
Next meeting is Feb. 4.

• Hobe Sound, with meetings on the
third Wednesday of every other month at
6pm at the Hobe Sound Community Cen-
ter. Next meeting is March 20.

• Jensen Beach, with meetings on
the first Wednesday of every other
month at 5pm at the Jensen Beach Com-
munity Center. Next meetings are March
6 and May 1.

• Port Salerno, with meetings on
the fourth Thursday of every other
month at 6 p.m. at the Port Salerno Civic
Center. Next meetings are Feb. 28, April
11 and June 13.

To qualify, volunteers must live

within the Community Redevelopment
Area, be a Martin County resident who
owns a business within the CRA area, be
a senior manager of a business within
the CRA area for two years, or be a Mar-
tin County resident who owns real prop-
erty within a mile of the respective
Community Redevelopment Area. (No
more than two members of any respec-
tive Neighborhood Advisory Committee
can be appointed from this category.)

All applicants must be registered
Martin County voters to show proof of
the other requirements.

Members are expected to attend
each and every meeting of the commit-
tee, and can be removed after three
missed meetings. 

Terms are four years, with members
serving without compensation, barring
them from conducting business with the
county, and pledging they will abide by
Florida's Sunshine Laws.

For more information about the CRA
projects in your neighborhood, or to see
maps of the CRA area, go to the county's
website, www.martin.fl.us, scroll to the
bottom and click the CRA button. For an
application, call Martin County Admin-
istration at 772.288.5756 or send an
email to Donna Gordon
at dgordon@martin.fl.us. ■

Join effort to redevelop
historic neighborhoods
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O
ne of the most unpopular traffic-
calming devices in Martin
County, the chicanes on Pettway

Street, is about to be replaced, thanks in
large part to the persistence of District 3
Martin County Commissioner Harold
Jenkins and the residents who live in the
Gomez community of Hobe Sound.

Raised crosswalks and speed tables
will replace the road's serpentine curves
and bollards, Jenkins announced at his
town hall meeting in Gomez on Dec. 6.

“A speed table, it's what we asked for,
what we wanted in the very beginning,”
remarked Larry Dover, a Gomez resi-
dent, who led the effort in 2010, and be-
fore, to slow traffic on their main artery.

Pettway Street bisects the heart of the
historic community, so much so that out-
siders frequently call the community
“Pettway” instead of Gomez. That's not
just because Pettway Store founder, Willie
Pettway, now has more than 60 descen-
dants, many of whom still live in Gomez. 

It's because Pettway Street is the only
connector road between Federal High-
way and densely populated Gomez Av-
enue, except Bridge Road. Therein lies
the problem – lots of traffic and too
many speeders, particularly when driv-
ers are trying to beat stoplights at either
Dixie or Federal highways.

The small stretch within the residen-

tial community between stoplights in-
cludes a children's park on the north
and the largest community church, the
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church, on
the south, both hubs of activity with lots
of young children, as well as the elderly,
crossing Pettway without crosswalks. 

It's also the site of the proposed Habi-
tat for Humanity neighborhood, which

will build 18 homes on 20 lots, ac-
cording to a Habitat press release.

Community Development Man-
ager Susan Kores, who attended the
meeting, said that all the rights-of-
way that were holding up the Habi-
tat project had been obtained. The
parcels were inaccessible by nearby
roads when Habitat first purchased
the property two years ago. 

The project also required ac-
cess to sewer and water lines,
now made possible by the devel-
opment of the RaceTrac station
on Federal Highway.

“You can thank Mr. (John)
Doyle for building that RaceTrac on
the corner,” Jenkins added, “which
will benefit this whole community.”

The gas station/convenience/
beverage store also may bring
more traffic down Pettway, resi-
dents fear, thus residents asked for
an additional speed table at the

eastern end of Pettway, in addition to
the two raised crosswalks and speed
table at the western end. Hobe Sound
resident Beverly Halstead objected, call-
ing the proposal “ridiculous” for such a
short stretch of road.

“People here are concerned about
their children, so we might put in six
speed tables,” Jenkins responded to

Halstead, “and even then, it might not
be enough.”

The Gomez community is part of the
Hobe Sound Community Redevelop-
ment Area, but the chicanes design was
not a CRA project; however, then-Com-
missioner Patrick Hayes brought the
chicanes project to the Hobe Sound
Neighborhood Advisory Committee in
2011 for its input. 

Public comment then by all but
Gomez residents preferred the chicanes,
instead of speed tables, due to the num-
ber of boat trailers that would have diffi-
culty crossing speed tables. A number of
boat owners use Pettway to access docks
at parks off Gomez Avenue. 

The chicanes slowed some drivers,
but a majority of drivers just straight-
ened the curves without slowing down,
even hitting and destroying some of the
concrete spherical bollards. They've also
generated a plethora of complaints from
residents who have difficulty seeing the
curve in the road after dark.

The next project should address the
issue of low visibility at night. The
county is working with FPL to identify
street lights in the county rights-of-way
that need to be replaced, and perhaps to
add street lights in some areas to im-
prove safety. ■

--Barbara Clowdus

Pettway's unpopular curves get kicked to the curb

The infamous chicanes and their serpentine curves
and concrete bollards on Pettway Street will soon
see their days end as other traffic-calming devices
take their place.



A
lthough the state approved Har-
mony Ranch's independent Com-
munity Development District on

Nov. 28 for its 2,700 acres of pasture-
land on Kanner Highway, the project's
attorneys were back in Martin County
Circuit Court on Dec. 17. The CDD des-
ignation will not help them develop
their property profitably, according to
court records.

They asked the court in October to
reconsider its Sept. 6 dismissal of their
lawsuit against Martin County in order
to allow their case to go to a jury trial.
Harmony filed its lawsuit following the
county's denial of their fifth develop-
ment application in April.

As a state-designated Community
Development District, Harmony's
zoning would remain under the con-
trol of the county at one housing unit
per 20 acres, which Harmony called
“economic suicide” for a housing de-
velopment.

REPEATED DENIALS
The developers, Hobe Sound Ranches
owned by the DiVosta family of home
builders, had submitted development
applications in 1997, 2001, 2003 and
2008 for varying sizes and densities,
ranging in size from 500 homes on

1,025 acres to 8,000 housing units on
4,700 acres. 

All would have maintained 50 per-
cent open space, including its 2018 pro-
posal for 2,400 housing units on 2,600
acres with a retail center at the Bridge
Road/Pratt-Whitney intersection, ac-
cording to county records. 

All were denied, primarily because
the property was outside the Urban
Services District and did not meet cur-
rent Land Development Regulations.

Harmony attorney Ethan Loeb
pointed to the Pineland Prairie develop-
ment approval in April to build 4,200
housing units on 3,500 acres in Palm
City, although all but its industrial
acreage also had been outside the Urban
Services District.  

The county allowed Pineland Prairie
to manipulate the boundaries of the
urban services district to include what
will become the residential area by giv-
ing up what was initially inside the
urban services district and exchanging
that for areas outside the urban services
district – a swap, of sorts – as defined in
the county's Comprehensive Growth
Management Plan. 

The Pineland Prairie development
will offer a mix of neighborhoods, resi-
dential, industrial and retail with 70 per-

cent open space, and is bisected by Cit-
rus Boulevard. It was originally zoned
for agricultural ranchettes at one unit
per five acres, except for the industrial
zoning inside the urban services district.

SMALLER THAN PINELAND PRAIRIE
The Harmony project is nearly 1,000
acres smaller than Pineland Prairie,
spanning the area from Kanner High-
way to south of Bridge Road along
Pratt-Whitney Road, the boundary of
South Fork High School, Christ Fellow-
ship Church and the Foxwood housing
development.

It also is near the Florida Club hous-
ing development, several other smaller
developments and service stations along
Kanner Highway, which have access to
the county's water and sewer services at
the Tropical Farms station of Martin
County utilities. All are within the urban
services district.

At the southern end of the property,
which spans from Pratt-Whitney Road,
wrapping around the Foxwood housing
development, to the Florida Turnpike,
there is little development as compared
to Kanner Highway. 

Also, the urban services district
boundary was drawn much farther east
in Hobe Sound, to only 128th Street,
than the boundary at Kanner, which is
west of I-95, extending to Pratt-Whit-
ney Road. 

All the property along Bridge Road
outside of the urban services district is
zoned for agriculture at one unit per
20 acres.

One of the issues raised during Har-
mony's April presentation to the county
commission is that the county has a con-
tract with South Martin Regional Utility
(SMRU) owned by the Town of Jupiter
Island to provide utilities to the south-

ern end of the
county, which
could include the
Harmony tract
along Bridge
Road, although
it's within a few
hundred yards of
the Tropical
Farms plant at its
northern portion.

Jupiter Island
opposes the Har-
mony develop-
ment.

COURTROOM 
ARGUMENTS
The county ar-
gued Sept. 6 and
again Dec. 17 that
the agricultural
zoning of one unit
per 20 acres was
in place when
Harmony pur-

chased the property, and that they had
no grounds to sue for “an enhancement
of rights,” which they did not yet have. 

The county's denial of their applica-
tion was, therefore, not a “taking” of
Harmony's property  – a stand that per-
suaded the judge, William Roby, to dis-
miss Harmony's case in the September
hearing. Roby left the door open to file
an amended complaint to give Harmony
an opportunity to restate their case,
which they did in October.

During the Dec. 17 hearing of the
amended complaint, Loeb argued that
Harmony was not questioning the
power, the authority or the right of the
county to deny their application; how-
ever, the continued denials had resulted
in forcing Harmony to maintain a cow
pasture for the county, which had deval-
ued their property. 

Also, a 2013 change in the Compre-
hensive Growth Management Plan re-
defined the benchmarks the county had
used to determine housing needs,
which would have qualified Harmony
under pre-2013 definitions as a devel-
opment qualified to meet the need for
new housing in order to prevent price
gouging in the Martin County housing
market.

The result of the county's denial in
April, according to Loeb, is a “taking”
without the compensation due the own-
ers had the property been acquired
through eminent domain, requiring pay-
ment at fair market value. 

Both sides quoted several legal
precedents in a number of cases to
support their arguments. Roby told
the court that he wanted to review
those cases before he rendered his de-
cision, which likely will be filed in
early January. ■

--Barbara Clowdus

Harmony asks for chance to take case to a jury
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Call Jenkins Landscape 
for Inspired Solutions 
in Design and Care

Jenkins is a EEO and drug-free workplace.

Create
Your Own
Personal
Green Space

� Landscape Installation 

& Maintenance

� Irrigation installation 

& Maintenance

� Pest Control

� Fertilization

� Tree Trimming 

772.546.2861
12260 SE Dixie Hwy, Hobe Sound, FL 33455

www.JenkinsLandscape.com

Map shows development around Harmony's project on Kanner Highway.
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F
inding a place to park is
more than just frustrating
in many of the Community

Redevelopment Areas. It's critical,
because successful redevelopment
depends on adequate parking for
these area's small businesses.

The most challenged areas are
Jensen Beach, which has partially
solved its parking shortage by
street design along Ricou Terrace,
and Port Salerno, which gets
worse by the month despite the
added parking on Dixie Highway. 

The issue has been largely due
to the competing interests of Port
Salerno residents, who angrily
vetoed a design that would have
the county reclaim its rights-of-
way on narrow residential streets
to install on-street parking and
sidewalks.

The latest design proposal for
Port Salerno parking is to move a
sidewalk from the state-desig-
nated Commercial Fishing Work-
ing Waterfront along the east side
of SE Park Drive in front of the
commercial fishing docks to the west
side in front of residential homes.

Port Salerno resident John Hen-
nessee, owner of the Fish House Art
Center Gallery and former Neighbor-
hood Advisory Committee and Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agency board chair,
said that the Port Salerno NAC needs to
do whatever it can to support the local
commercial fishing industry by improv-
ing the parking. 

“We need to get rid of those side-
walks there (on the east side),” he said.

NAC member Butch Olsen Jr. ad-
dressing some complaints before a vote
was taken, said that he likes the plan to
move the sidewalks. 

“If we don't start organizing park-
ing,” he added, “you guys are going to
see parking in front of your homes.” 

After more discussion, the proposal
got a green light from the Port Salerno
NAC at its Dec. 13 meeting to allow Mar-
tin County staff to develop a plan to im-
prove parking along Park Drive between
Southeast DeSoto Avenue and Southeast
Bayview Street.  

The seven-member committee
voted, 5-1, with Olsen, as president of
the Port Salerno Commercial Fisher-
men Dock Authority, abstaining. Mem-
ber Helen Fisher-Quintana cast the
lone dissenting vote.

The specific area targeted for parking
improvements is a section of Park Drive
where the annual Port Salerno Seafood
Festival is held, where commercial fish-
ermen often park their trucks and refrig-
erated trucks pick up the day's catch. 

The proposal could also mean that
specifically designed parking spaces
would be created for the trucks.

Martin County Office of Community

Development staff will next take the idea
to design, which will enable them to pin-
point a cost, said Susan Kores, commu-
nity development manager.

“We have not hired the designers
yet,” said Alice Bojanowski, Port Salerno
project manager. “We're only talking
concept now.”

County staff talked with designers
and the commercial boat owners in the
field about conceptual plans  for cleaning
up the east side of Park Drive, she added,
possibly installing diagonal parking
spaces for the commercial boat owners.

In its 2019 budget, the Board of
County Commissioners recognized the
critical need for added parking within
the CRAs and set aside $524,200 in its
capital budget for parking innovations in
Port Salerno. The funds are generated
from Port Salerno TIF funds and must
be spent within Port Salerno, but not all
of it would be spent on Park Drive,
Kores said. Other parking improvements
in other parts of the community could
also be considered, as well.

A design plan and cost projection
likely will not be ready by the next NAC
meeting in February, Kores added.
When the NAC, which meets every other
month, sees and approves the plan and
cost, their recommendation must go be-
fore the Community Redevelopment
Agency board – comprising the chairs of
all the NACs -- for its recommendation
to the Martin County Commission. 

The county commissioners, in turn,
must give their final approval prior to
spending any funds. 

The parking issue has been worked
on for a couple of years, Kores said.
Other proposals considered are build-
ing parking lots on Mulford Lane or on

vacant land along SE Seaward Street,
she said.

Residents along those streets said,
however, that they do not want to look at
parking lots across from their homes, al-
though Seaward Street could have land-
scaped medians that would help block
homeowners' views of the parking areas.

Alice Masemer, a Mulford Lane resi-
dent, said at the Dec. 13 meeting that
she did not want parking lots anywhere
near her home. 

“We want to keep the community the
way it is,” she said.  “We do not want on-
street parking. It does not benefit us at all.”

Tara Davis, a Park Drive resident,

said that moving the sidewalk to
the west side of Park Drive
could cause residents to lose
their mail boxes, suggesting in-
stead that parking should be im-
proved in the area where people
access the boardwalk, which in
turn would improve congestion
on Park Drive.

“People don't even know the
boardwalk exists,” she said.  “It
needs something that welcomes
them to the boardwalk. It's not
lighted enough.”

Marygrace Haluska, a NAC
member, said that she whole-
heartedly supports the plan to
move sidewalks on Park Drive.
“This shouldn't be a long, drawn-
out issue,” she said.  “The fisher-
men built this communty and this
is what is best for people who
built the community. It's a work-
ing waterfront.”

Fisher-Quintana said that she
objected to the focus being on
parking improvements solely
along SE Park Drive. “Some of

that ($524,200) should go to put in
water and sewer in New Monrovia
Park,” she said.

But that $524,200 is targeted
specifically towards parking improve-
ments, Bojanowski said, although not
all for improvements in one section of
Port Salerno.

The next meeting of the Port Salerno
NAC will be Thursday, Feb. 28, at 6
p.m., at the Port Salerno Civic Center,
4950 Anchor Avenue. The agendas are
posted on the county's website, and the
public is invited to attend. ■

-Jeff Alexander
Special to Martin County Currents

Port Salerno NAC tackles major parking issues

The trucks of commercial fishermen in Port Salerno, loaded with their gear, line the east side of Park Street,
driving over the sidewalks to get as close as possible to the commercial docks. 

Where 
is Rich?
If you're looking for Pompano

Reporter Rich Vidulich's col-

umn, which appears on this

page each month, it's absent.

We believe Mr. Pompano is

having too much fun catching

the silver bullets at Hobe

Sound or Juno Beach to swap

a pen for his fishing rod. Look

for him again in January ... or

join him at the beach.

PHOTO: BARBARA CLOWDUS
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Michael James Duane
INDIANTOWN 
Michael James Duane of Indiantown
died Nov. 1, 2018, leaving behind his
wife, Christina Gallaher Duane, and
their four children, Eliza Jean, Burgess
Lee, Thomas Gray and Michael James
II. He is also survived by his brother,
Tom Duane of Barre, Mass., and two sis-
ters, Mary Duane of Manchester, Conn.,
and Maureen Pickett of Albany, NY, as
well as numerous nieces and nephews.

A retired “Boca Rat” of 28 years with
the Boca Raton Fire & Rescue, begin-
ning his career at the Lighthouse Point
Fire Department. A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Connecticut, he was past pres-
ident of the Florida Cracker Cattle
Association and was a youth sports
coach and avid outdoorsman in In-
diantown. A memorial service was Dec.1
at First United Methodist Church in Stu-
art. Memorial donations may be sent to
FCCA Scholarship, 610 Hallelujah Lane,
Monticello, FL 33344.

Paul Van Scoten
PORT SALERNO 
Paul Van Scoten “Pops,” 80, finished his
journey peacefully at his home Nov. 27,
2018. Born June 28, 1938, in Haines-
berg, NJ, to William and Esther Van
Scoten, he served as a US Navy Seabee
for four years, after which he was a
heavy equipment mechanic and truck
driver until he earned certification as a
Master Carpenter, building many homes
on the Treasure Coast, including his
own. He and his wife, Linda, who sur-
vives, raised three sons in Port Salerno:
Thomas (married to Heather, parents of
Logan, Brandon, Nicholas); Clayton
(married to Ashley, parents of Danica);
and Jay Van Scoten, all of whom sur-
vive. He also is survived by his sister,
Doris Cassullo, and was preceded in
death by his brother, Bill Van Scoten,
and sisters, Iva Stoddard and Arlene
Cowell. Memorial contributions may be
sent to  Treasure Coast Hospice, 1201 SE
Indian St., Stuart, Fl. 34997.

Conway Alton Lewis
STUART 
Capt. Conway Alton Lewis, one of the
last members of the “Greatest Genera-
tion,” died peacefully in Stuart on June
26, 2018, surrounded by family. Born
Oct. 29, 1924 in Alameda, Calif., he
grew up during the Great Depression,
attending school and working to help
support his family. He joined the
Marines at the age of 17, fought in the
Pacific theater during WWII, surviving
deadly battles on Tarawa and Saipan,
where he took three bullets at once, for
which he was awarded a Purple Heart.
During the Korean War, he served in
the Army, training young men in Officer
Candidate School. 

Considered a true Renaissance man,
he was an artist, writer, and avid reader

who dedicated 23 years to teaching his-
tory and art at South Broward High
School, before moving to Stuart. He is
survived by children Tom Finger, Mary
Campbell Gartner, Richard “Trip”
Campbell, and Ann (Campbell) Busta-
mante; nephews Paul, Kevin, and
Stephen Bail, niece, Kit Bail, four grand-
children and three great-grandchildren,
who knew him as “Poppy.” He was a de-
voted husband to Betsy Lewis, of Mem-
phis, Tenn., with whom he traveled the
world, sharing great adventures for
more than 47 years until her death in
2014.  In anticipation of joining her once
again, he wrote these words: “Betsy,
soon we will be going on our last, great-
est, longest journey together far away
into the purple mist of eternity.”

Bernard “Gil” Gilmatin
STUART 
Bernard “Gil” Gilmatin, born in Worces-
ter, Mass., on Sept.  30, 1927, died
peacefully at Martin Memorial North on
Dec. 6, 2018. He and his wife, June,
married for 67 years, lived at Mariner
Sands Country Club in Stuart for the
past 31 years. He is survived by his wife,
June; his son, Mark (married to Joanne)
and daughter, Karen. He leaves three
grandchildren, two great grandchildren,
siblings Barbara DeMarco, Billy & Ruth
Gilmartin, Jack & Francis, and many
nieces and nephews. His brothers,
Robert, Paul, Richard & Eddie, preceded
him in death.

A 1950 graduate of Holy Cross Col-
lege, he served in the U.S. Navy from
1951-1955; was employed by Owens
Corning Fiberglas for 23 years as a dis-
trict sales manager in NY, and was a lob-
byist in Washington, D.C. Retired in
1990, he was an avid golfer, gardener,
reader, and faithful servant of his
Catholic faith. Memorial contributions
may be sent to St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church and Holy Cross College in
Worcester, Mass. 

John Arthur Moir Jr.
STUART 
John Arthur Moir Jr. died Saturday,
Dec. 1, 2018, in Stuart. Born in Boston,
Mass., on August 12, 1925, to John A.
and Elizabeth (Brown) Moir. John had
two sisters, Elizabeth (married to
Joseph Mattison), and Edith (married
John “Jock” Kiley), and a brother,
Ronald “Ron” Moir (married Mary “Tia”
Dangler). He attended Milton Academy,
enrolled in Harvard, then enlisted in the
Army Air Corps. After WWII, he re-
turned to Harvard to complete a degree
in English literature. He worked at the
Boston Museum of Science, taught at
Westown School, where he met his fu-
ture wife, Heather Catchpool. They
moved to Miami, where he studied ma-
rine biology at the University of Miami.
He taught science at Ransom/Ever-
glades School, and they raised four sons
on Key Biscayne. James “Jim” (married

to Kimberly Marley) live in Stuart, with
their son, Colton; Alexander “Alex”
(married to Elise Hollowell) parents of
two sons, Taylor and Alden, in Sanger,
Calif., and Alan (married to Deborah
“Deb” Dennis), who live in Linden, VA.
A fifth son, Robert, predeceased him as
a toddler; Alex Moir M.D. died in 2015,
and John, the eldest son, died in 1978.  

After Heather died in 2009, he came
to live with the family of James in Stuart
in 2013. John has many nieces,
nephews, their families, one sister-in-
law and three grandsons. He has col-
lected many friends and admirers
through his life, attracted to his kind-
ness, wit, generosity and diverse inter-
ests. We love you Gramp.

Karen Louise (Ladd)
Wheeler
STUART 
Karen Louise (Ladd) Wheeler, 80, for-
merly of Eureka, Kansas, died Dec. 11,
2018, in Overland Park, Kansas City,
Kansas, following a heroic battle with
Alzheimer’s disease. Born March 11,
1938, in Wichita, Kansas, the eldest
child and daughter of Lambert “Buss”
and Virginia (Evans) Ladd of Eureka,
who predeceased her. Raised in Eureka,
both in town and on the family’s Ladd
Ranch, she later attended the University
of Arizona for two years until meeting
US Air Force fighter pilot Charles Ed-
ward “Ted” Wheeler, II while on spring
break in Las Vegas. They married on
Jan. 17, 1959, and began a life of many
moves that included bases in Sacra-
mento, Calif.; Springfield, Mass.; Fort
Worth, Texas; Guam and Grand Forks,
N.D. Following military life, they made
their home in Stuart. After more than 45
years of marriage, Ted preceded her in
death Sept. 12, 2004. She remained in
Stuart until the onset of Alzheimer's,
moving to Overland Park, Kansas, to be
closer to family.

Known affectionately as “Grandma
Flash” for her love of taking countless
Kodak disposable camera pictures (diffi-
cult at times to get developed!), she was
a lifelong member of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, the Republi-
can National Committee, and Christ
Lutheran Church of Eureka. She spent
many years in retail sales in shops
around Stuart. In her free time, you
would often find her reading a book,
charting hurricanes, keeping up with po-
litical happenings, or following her
beloved Kansas Jayhawks.

She is survived by her younger sister,
Nancy Ladd and husband, Tyrone Knoff
of Annandale, Minn.; two children,
Capt. Charles “Ladd” Wheeler, US Navy
(Ret) of Chesapeake, Va. and his chil-
dren, Evan Ladd and Heidi Elizabeth;
and Britton Louise Wheeler (married to
Clinton Odell Robinson, parents of
daughters, Kirsten Britton, Remington
Nystol, and Karryn Virginia) of Overland
Park, Kansas. She was also preceded in

death her dear middle child and son,
Christopher Court Wheeler.

Memorial services were held at
Christ Lutheran Church in Eureka with
interment in the Greenwood Abbey at
Greenwood Cemetery, Eureka. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association, in care of Koup
Family Funeral Home, P.O. Box 595,
Eureka, KS 67045, which oversaw
arrangements. Condolences may be left
for the family online, at w ww. koupfu-
nerals.com.

Thelma Tidd Curry
JENSEN BEACH
Thelma Tidd Curry, 87, passed into
God’s hands Nov. 20, 2018, surrounded
by her family. Born  July 31, 1931, the
daughter of Cecil and Ruby (Farrell)
Tidd in Dyer Brook, Maine, she was a
devoted wife, mother, grandmother,
great grandmother and aunt. An avid
traveler and artist, her life’s focus was
sharing her love of all things creative as
co-owner and teacher at K T’s Craft
Shop in Wolcott, Conn. In recent years,
she became a prolific watercolor artist
and quilter. Her artistry can be found in
her family’s homes throughout Florida
and Connecticut.

She is predeceased by James Wallace
Curry, her husband of 53 years, son
Donald James Curry, her parents, and
brothers ,Floyd and Roger Tidd.

Thelma is survived by her daughters,
Cheryl (Paul) Gaydos of Stuart; Deborah
(Thomas) Charbonneau of Wolcott,
Conn., Kathy Curry Mascolo (Rick
Drewes) of Jensen Beach; and Jamie
Curry Scacca of Port St. Lucie; grand-
children Richard Carpentier, Tammy
(Carpentier) Bradley, Thomas, Michael,
and Jason Charbonneau, Jennifer Han-
nis, Anthony Scacca, and Ian Curry and
11 great-grandchildren. 

She is also survived by her brother,
Eugene Tidd of Wolcott, Conn., and sis-
ters Hazel Brewer and Alice Mahan of
Crystal, Maine, sisters- in-law Dianne
Curry, Josephine (Louis) Curry, Donna
(Everett) Curry, brother-in-law Philip
(Polly) Curry, and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Celebration of life was Dec. 12, 2018,
at Eagle Marsh Country Club Restau-
rant. Interment was at Rolling Oaks
Cemetery in Port St Lucie. 

Currents Now Publishing 
Obits and Remembrances 

They will be published at no charge in an
upcoming issue of Martin County Currents;
however, funeral notices likely cannot be
printed in a timely manner. Please expect ed-
iting for space and for clarity. 

Send the obituary (or ask your funeral
home to send it) to obits@MartinCountyCur-
rents.com. Please send photos separately
(not combined with text document), and in-
clude your name and phone number, in case
of need to contact.



Indiantown kicks off 
holiday with parade
Indiantown's distinctiveness was showcased again by their coun-
try Christmas parade Dec. 8. Organized by the Indiantown Western
Martin County Chamber of Commerce, we saw big trucks, stacks
of hay bales, live animals, more floats and brand-new politicians
– Indiantown's favorite daughter, County Commissioner Stacey
Hetherington, and the members of In-
diantown's first Village Council, a symbol
of Indiantown's declaration of independ-
ence in 2018. The best part, though, were
the smiles on the faces of Indiantown chil-
dren, making their parade and the tree

lighting extra bright.
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The scene in Hobe Sound on December 1 seemed more like a party than the annual Cham-
ber of Commerce's Christmas parade. Spectators began to line Bridge Road and Dixie Highway
early on Saturday, setting out chairs to save their viewing spots. But there was more. A portion
of Mars Street sported pop-up displays of arts and crafts for an art stroll. Retail stores and
restaurants provided drinks and treats along with sales, and the viewing stand was the epitome
of holiday cheer with costumes and music by DancenSound DJ Jef Otten dressed in his holiday
“finery.” Chamber Executive Director Angela Hoffman estimated the crowd at more than
7,000 this year. In honor of the late environmentalist Nathaniel Reed, the Chamber chose
Reed's son, Adrian and his family to lead the parade, sponsored by O'Donnell Impact Win-
dows & Storm Protection, and closed with waves from Mr. and Mrs. Claus. Count on the pa-
rade again the first Saturday in December 2019 to kick off the next holiday season. 

Hobe Sound heralds holiday season


