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STACEY
HETHERINGTON,
Republican

JOE BANFI,
No Party Affiliation

CARYN HALL
YOST-RUDGE,
Democrat

Three candidates are vying for the seat being
vacated by Commissioner Ed Fielding, under
indictment for violating public records laws.
For a look at all the local candidates, go to
Election 2018 on Pages 18-20.
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United States Geological Survey records blue-green algae bloom in Lake Okeechobee in 2016.
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Early Learning Coalition taps
Marsha Powers as new director

Literacy program
launched in
Golden Gate

Marsha Powers of Stuart
was appointed by Senate
was named chief executive
President Joe Negron.
officer of the Early Learning
The commission meets
Coalition of Indian River,
monthly over two days and
Martin and Okeechobee
has been charged with evalCounties during a special
uating the circumstances
meeting of the non-profit's
surrounding the Valentine's
board of directors July 12.
Day shooting at Marjory
The appointment became efStoneman Douglas High
fective July 16.
School in Broward County
Powers replaces former
in order to make recomMarsha Powers
Chief Operating Officer
mendations to improve
Migdalia Rosado, who had
safety in all public schools.
served as interim CEO for the previous
The most recent meeting was in Sun18 months, helping to guide the local
rise. Their work concludes Jan. 1 with a
coalition through talks of a possible
final report.
merger with the St. Lucie County ELC
Powers assured the ELC board that
prior to her resignation.
her other part-time responsibilities
Ultimately, the Indian River, Martin
would result in minimum interference in
and Okeechobee coalition's 18-member
her work as the coalition's CEO. A
board voted not to merge with the St.
501(c)3 organization, the local ELC is
Lucie County coalition.
one of 30 early learning coalitions
Powers, currently the District 2 repstatewide established by state statute
resentative on the Martin County
and funded through state, federal and
School Board, will continue to serve the
private grants. Powers oversees three ofschool district until her term expires in
fices, 21 employees and a $15.6 million
2020. She also currently is serving as
annual budget to serve 139 contract
one of 16 members of the Marjory
providers of VPK and School Readiness
Stoneman Douglas High School Public
programs in the three-county area.
Safety Commission established in
“I look forward to sharing my experiMarch as the result of the legislature's
ence and relationships,” she told the
passage of the Marjory Stoneman Douboard, “to make the Early Learning
glas High School Public Safety Act. She
Coalition of Indian River, Martin and

A pilot literacy program for families from
the Golden Gate area of Stuart is being
funded by a $25,000 grant from the
Mariner Sands Charity Week. The grant
was awarded to the Library Foundation of
Martin County, which is underwriting the
cost of certified teachers and supplies.
The twice weekly program, which
will run August to May, is held at the
Golden Gate Center for Enrichment to
provide 3- and 4-year old children with
pre-literacy skills to prepare for kindergarten. It differs from standard voluntary pre-K education because family
members also participate in the lessons.
Additional literacy classes for adults also
are available at the Golden Gate Center.
Families are selected for the program
with the assistance of House of Hope, a
nonprofit based in the historic Golden
Gate building. Family activity bags and a
set of age-appropriate books to extend
the lessons are sent home with the families. Assessments at the beginning and
end of the program will track the project's outcomes, which may lead to an
expansion of the program to other areas.
“The goal is to prepare the children
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Okeechobee Counties the premier resource in the state of Florida for early
learning.”
The ELC partners with parents,
providers and communities to ensure
quality early learning experiences and financial support to better prepare qualified at-risk children for school by
offering resources and referrals to all
families looking for child care programs.
In addition, ELC offers the free Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program (VPK)
to every 4-year-old child, and provides
financial assistance through subsidies to
eligible working families. The ELC also
supports and assists potential and existing providers with free training and
technical assistance to provide quality
child care.
“The more I learn about the wonderful things the Early Learning Coalition
does,” Powers told the ELC board members, “I am more inspired to serve our
community in providing the best opportunities for our children and families.”
Powers and her husband, Kevin, an
Indiantown businessman, are the parents of three college and school-aged
children. ■

continued on PAGE 4
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Literacy Program
continued from PAGE 3

to be reading at grade level by third
grade but that starts young,” said Martin
County Library System Director Jennifer
Salas in a press release. “It is an impossible task to expect schools to catch children up by third grade if they enter
kindergarten without any literacy skills.”
Bob Kung, the current chair of Charity Week, said the group's mission is to

help needs-based charities that help
break the cycle of poverty, which they've
broadened to include teaching literacy
skills to preschool children.
“We believe that funding this project
will help the Library Foundation create a
truly effective program to reduce
poverty through early childhood literacy,” Kung said. “In addition, many retired educators from Mariner Sands
have volunteered their time and experience to the program.”

Ready, Set, Go!
Kindergarten
Readiness Workshop
For Golden Gate families with 3- to 4-yearold children, a FREE workshop every Monday
and Wednesday now through May. Free lunch
provided for English and Spanish speakers.
Register at www.goldengatecentermc.org/golden-gate-calendar.

¡En sus marcas, listos, fuera!
Taller de preparación para kínder
Para las familias que viven en la comunidad Golden Gate con niños de edades 3 a 4 años.
Clases GRATIS en las que los maestros certificados ayudarán a los niños. Se
darán instrucciones en inglés y español. Pre-inscripción requerida. ¡Regístrate hoy!
www.goldengatecentermc.org/golden-gate-calendar, or go to the Golden Gate
Center, 3225 SE Dixie Highway. 772.286.4673 ■

• Complete Auto & Truck Repair
• Tire Sales, Rotation & Repair
Home of
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Michelin tires!
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Owner
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Calm descends over city
Long before former Stuart Police Chief
David Dyess officially became Stuart's
new city manager Sept. 24, his impact
was felt among city employees, the public
and the city commissioners. In fact, more
than once after he was named interim
manager in May, attempts by staff and
commissioners were made to make the
interim appointment a permanent one.
“I just don't see any reason to wait,”
said Commissioner Becky Bruner at the
August 27 meeting. “He is doing a wonderful job.”
Dyess, 49, began his law-enforcement career with the city nearly 30 years
ago and was named chief of police in
Former Stuart Police Chief David Dyess is
2012. His selection ended a nasty storm
serving now as Stuart's interim city manager.
that blew through Stuart's city hall since
the retirement in July of former manplished for the county in those two years
ager, Paul Nicoletti.
than in the previous 10 years combined,”
The city had seen senior staff members Julie Preast, of the Rio Civic Club, often
retire or resign, one commissioner resaid. She also greeted Freeman at the
signed, and the city commission asked for
July 23 city commission meeting.
the resignation of the previous city manPreast's observation was often reager, David Ross of Rock Island, Illinois,
peated in all seven of the county's redeafter only seven months of employment.
velopment areas at the time; however,
Human Resources Director Roz
the 2012 election changed the direction
Johnson confirmed for the commission
of the board. The first official action of
that county staff had responded well and the new chair, Sarah Heard, an outspoimmediately to Dyess' leadership, and
ken opponent of the CRA program, led
she had not received
the board majority in
even one complaint.
abolishing the inde“They have direction
pendent CRA board.
now,” Johnson told
She followed that accommissioners, “and
tion by removing the
they appreciate that.”
members of all seven
Dyess always reNeighborhood Advisory
buffed previous atCommittees in 2013.
tempts to make the
The county's Commuposition permanent, innity Development Desisting that the discuspartment staff began
sion be continued to
looking for new jobs.
after the primary elecNancy Johnson moved
Stuart's new development
tion to allow any new
into the county's Parks
director, Kevin Freeman, was
commissioners to parand Recreation Departwelcomed back to Martin County
ticipate. The two new
by Government Reporter Publisher ment; Pinal Gandhicity commissioners,
Savdas moved to the
Betty Smith.
Mike Meier and Marritt
Development DepartMatheson, joined the others in the
ment at Stuart; and Edward Erfurt
unanimous decision to make Dyess' pomoved to Ranson, West Virginia, where
sition a permanent one, following conhe is now that city's manager.
tract negotiations with the city attorney,
The last to leave the county's employMichael Mortell.
ment was Freeman, who in 2014 took a
Perhaps adding to the confidenceposition with Inner Circle Consulting in
building actions among the city's staff
London, England, Freeman's native
and commissioners was one of Dyess'
land. He was charged with setting up
first decisions while still interim manCRAs throughout England and in the
ager. He hired Kev Freeman as Stuart's
U.S.. Freeman had obtained his U.S. citinew development director, replacing
zenship just a few weeks prior to returnTerry O'Neal, who retired in early
ing to England.
spring. Freeman's first day on the job
Freeman's wife, Deanna, also a certiwas July 16, and his appearance at the
fied planner, is an independent planning
July 23 city commission meeting drew a
consultant. They are the parents of three
dozen greetings from residents, “Welchildren, whom Freeman said would
come home, Kev.”
“swim across the ocean” to get back to
Freeman, a certified urban planner,
the U.S., with the exception of their 16began his career at the city in the early
year-old daughter, who was a little hesi2000s, prior to moving to the county
tant to leave her classmates.
government at the helm of the CommuFreeman said they enticed her with
nity Development Department in 2010.
the promise of her own bedroom.
He oversaw the county's Community Re- “That's what did it for her,” Freeman
development Agency's two most produc- added. “She's happy now. We are all
tive years.
very happy to be home.” ■
“Kev Freeman got more accom--Barbara Clowdus
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2 new faces at city change Stuart's direction
The two new commissioners for the City
of Stuart, Michael Meier and Merritt
Matheson, demonstrated their intent to
create a new focus for Stuart during their
first two commission meetings in September. Their comments revealed an emphasis less on commercial development
and more on environmental protection.
Their comments were often met with
applause by the capacity crowd Sept. 10
who had come to witness their swearingin ceremony by retired Circuit Court
Judge Shields McManus.
Matheson almost immediately asked
for the addition of a employee dedicated
to advocating for the St. Lucie River and
keeping the commissioners abreast of
legislative actions – or inaction – in
bringing life to the state and federal
projects slated to alleviate the deteriorating conditions of the St. Lucie River.
He did not suggest rolling back the
commissioners' controversial salary raise
to levels comparable to other cities of Stuart's size to fund the new position. The
previous commission's quick vote to raise
their salaries to $18,000, a 55 percent increase, had been one of Matheson's campaign issues in his bid for the seat of
former Commissioner Troy McDonald.
During the Sept. 18 meeting, Matheson addressed that issue, which he said
brought him out of the audience “to
knock on doors for 9 months” in pursuit
of a city commission seat. He proposed an
amendment to the city's charter, which
will soon go under statutory review, ac-

Michael Meier

Merritt Matheson

cording to city Attorney Mike Mortell, to
prevent commissioners again awarding
themselves a raise without formal notice
in advance of a public meeting.
A public workshop will be scheduled
in the future to review the charter and
propose changes, Mortell added.

MEIER'S SURPRISE REQUEST
New Commissioner Michael Meier, who
said he became interested in city government when backyard chickens were approved, then rescinded without advance
public notice, proposed during his first
meeting that the city set aside $100,000
in the 2018-2019 budget to go toward
local environmental projects.
He suggested, as an example, adding
another Kilroy water monitor and possibly sharing in the cost of designating
some of the estuary's fish species for the
federal Endangered Species List in con-

Eula Clarke

junction with the county's efforts.
After Finance Director Louis Boglioli said that the funds were unavailable,
Utilities Director David Peters suggested that the funds be allocated from
the Utilities Department reserves,
which exceed the $100,000 request.
The funds were not earmarked for a
particular project.
Meier, a 31-year-old urban farmer,
also had vowed during his campaign to
address a lack of affordable housing in
the city,long a topic of his particular interest during city meetings. He also had
spoken frequently about his concern regarding city sprawl and the potential impacts of climate change.
He stated flatly during his first commission meeting, “I believe in climate
change.”
Meier secured 50.4 percent of the
vote as compared to the incumbent

Nick Blount's 49.6 percent, according
to the elections office. Blount, a retired
manager of Florida Power &
Light Co., was appointed to the commission in March, within three days
after the resignation of former Commissioner Tom Campenni.
Meier's was the only negative vote in
the city commission's Sept. 24 approval
of a Burger King and medical office in
the Stuart Landings project, between
Aldi and Walmart facing Federal Highway in south Stuart.
He said that his vote was not so
much against Burger King, but against
the city's Commercial Planned Unit Development process, which he feels does
not offer residents sufficient benefits in
return for relaxing some rules for the developer. He pointed to the removal of
trees as a particular concern.
Development Director Kev Freeman
reported that $445,000 was currently in
the city's tree fund, all from developers'
fees that allow tree removal to make
room for the development. He will present some plans to the city commission
for tree plantings in an upcoming meeting, as well as innovative ways to enhance stormwater treatment within the
downtown areas.
Also sworn in during the Sept. 10
meeting for another term was Commissioner Eula Clarke, who was automatically re-elected to the Group 5 seat at the
end of the June qualifying period. She
ran unopposed. ■

Stuart says "yes" to Brightline's railway stop
The City of Ft. Pierce wasted no time
raising their collective hand to say, “Yes,
we want a train station in our city!” Stuart surveyed residents first before getting in line for a Brightline train stop.
The two cities were the only two that
showed interest after receiving notice
from All Aboard Florida that the controversial train service would definitely build
a train station on the Treasure Coast.
But only in a city where they are welcome, according to the August 28 letter.
Ft. Pierce City Manager Nick Mimms
immediately sought resolutions of support from Port St. Lucie and St. Lucie
County to build a train station in Ft.
Pierce, which can meet AAF's requirement of sufficient developable land,
among other criteria.
Stuart, on the other hand, took a
more measured approach. Although
Brightline's vice president, Rusty
Roberts, came to Stuart for a presentation Sept. 17 by the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council and Stuart's
Development Director Kev Freeman that
focused on the area's demographics and
previous studies, the city commission
postponed the vote.
“I feel we need to have more information,” said Mayor Kelli Glass-Leighton,

who added that she had been surprised
that so few residents had made comments
– either for or against a station – at the
special meeting with Roberts, although it
was a capacity crowd at city hall.
She suggested an online survey of
local opinions, and included notices in
electric bills and to HOAs to alert their
members.
The results of the 1,132 who responded showed that 62 percent of
those who live within the city limits approved of having a station, and 61 percent of those who live outside the city
limits approved.
Stuart's Downtown Business Association also notified the Stuart commission
of its support for a train station.
Perhaps the most enthusiastic support came from city Commissioner
Becky Bruner. She rode the train on its
current Miami-to-West Palm Beach
route after AAF won approval to sell Private Activity Bonds, which Bruner says
will fund its “inevitable expansion
north” to Orlando.
“Stuart has to keep up or it could find
itself left behind,” Bruner said. “I don’t
want a dead little city. I want a lively city
with young people.”
It's not the first time that a city com-

missioner sought a train station for Stuart. When AAF first announced in 2014
its plans to build a passenger rail
through the Treasure Coast, then-City
Manager Paul Nicoletti and then-Commissioner Troy McDonald made more
than one trip to AAF's Coral Gables office to seek a station in Stuart.
Their efforts later were abandoned
after Martin County filed suit against

AAF, along with the opposition group
CARE-FL and the Indian River County
Commission, challenging the legality of
the railroad's financing, the validity of
the Environmental Impact Statement,
and numerous safety issues, particularly
at grade crossings.
Along with a station, Brightline officials also announced they would be
continued on PAGE 6
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Faulty roll-out kills fee

An artist's rendition of a possible Brightline train station. Three sites have been proposed by
commissioners for consideration near the courthouse: across the street from East Coast
Lumber, at the ball fields on Stypmann Boulevard and west of the FEC tracks at Kiwanis Park.

Brightline
continued from PAGE 5

building four-quadrant gate crossings at
each intersection through Stuart and
“updating” the St. Lucie River bridge, although it will not be raised enough to
allow an unimpeded flow of boat traffic.
Brightline still awaits the U.S. Coast
Guard's permit to cross the river.
Martin County still has litigation
pending, although it did not budget any
funds to continue its legal fight in 2019;
however, CARE-FL and The Guardians
of Martin County remain active in their

opposition, urging residents not to be
tempted “by the promise of a train station” with no guarantees.
Of particular concern to Martin
County are safety at grade crossings,
blocking emergency vehicles and the
cost to maintain 26 upgraded crossings,
which is estimated to be around $1 million annually.
Brightline's four-quadrant gated
crossings within city limits would allow
Stuart to apply for “quiet zones” that
would eliminate train horns from
sounding before and during each intersection. ■

What might have been a good idea for
funding fire protection in Martin County
was killed in mid-September – due to a
error in the TRIM (Truth in Millage) notices mailed to property owners that
drew overwhelming public protest.
Whether its demise is permanent is
yet to be seen.
No one in the county's meeting
chambers Sept. 11, including around 250
protesters who filled even the building's
lobby, was interested in hearing explanations or even considering a path forward. They wanted the new fire
assessment fee axed, returning to ad valorem taxation only. So it was, after the
commission's final unanimous vote.
Residents seemed uninterested in the
explanation about an error, which had
combined the new fire assessment fee
with the old MSTU (municipal services
taxing unit) with no adjustment in the
tax rate, as had been proposed.
The MSTU was to have been rolled
back by at least 50 percent before
adding the new fee, said County Administrator Taryn Kryzda. For some reason,
that did not show in the TRIM notices
mailed to residents.
The result was an increase for some
commercial properties as high as 85 percent. For others, like Jonnie WallFlewelling, owner of the Seminole Inn in
Indiantown, their taxes would have
nearly doubled.
"We would have to close the inn," a
visibly emotional Wall-Flewelling told
commissioners. "We cannot continue to
handle the increase in taxes."
The minimum fee of $151 for even
those living in mobile home parks also
brought a flurry of protests from seniors.
The voices not heard were from those
who own homes valued at $211,000 or
greater, who would have saved thousands
of dollars over previous years, according
to Commissioner Harold Jenkins.
“I keep wondering where those people are,” Jenkins said. “I realize that we
still have some things to work out, but
this (assessment) is much more fair and
equitable for our residents, and it stabi-

lizes funding for our fire department.”
Jenkins attempted to convince commissioners that the year's work and professional analysis should not be
abandoned, and they should fix its errors instead. Some of the previously unseen issues could also be addressed
during a re-evaluation, he added. His
motion failed after Commissioner Ed
Ciampi joined Commissioners Ed Fielding and Sarah Heard in killing the fee
and its methodology outright.
The proposed fire assessment was
based on the premise that all residents
benefit from fire protection, and that the
value of a home has no effect on the fire
department's costs in fighting the fire,
according to Martin County Fire Chief
Bill Shobel.
“Much more relevant is the size of
the building,” Shobel said, during one of
his multiple public presentations. “The
same equipment is required whether it's
a $150,000 home or it's worth a million
dollars.”
Homestead exemptions result in
many property owners paying nothing for
fire protection, and, at times, the homes
are located within the same neighborhoods where other owners pay hundreds
of dollars. Working with a consultant,
Shobel's plan was to switch to a flat rate
for residences and a square-footage
charge from five cents to 32 cents per
square foot for commercial properties.
Government, nonprofit and some agricultural properties would be exempt.
The fee would have raised an estimated $13.9 million in the coming year,
which may see an additional $25,000
homestead exemption for homes valued
at more than $100,000 if the referendum is approved by voters Nov. 6. The
county will lose around $6 million in tax
revenue due to the additional homestead
exemption, according to county records.
Stuart imposed a fire assessment fee
in 2014, which has its own fire department. All property owners pay a base of
$108 per parcel, with additional
amounts based on structure value,
rather than size. ■

Harmony takes new tack
After Pineland Prairie's successful application requesting changes to the
county's Comprehensive Growth Management Plan this past summer to allow development of 4,500 acres near Palm City,
another development sought a similar request to develop its own 2,717 acres.
The Harmony application envisioned a
similar Pineland-style, mixed-use village
development west of Hobe Sound, transected by Pratt-Whitney and Bridge roads,
that would require moving the urban services boundary and changing the zoning, as
had been approved in the Pineland Prairie
application. Unlike Pineland Prairie, however, the Harmony project was rejected by

both the Local Planning Agency and the
County Commission.
The Town of Jupiter Island, which
has a long-standing contract with the
county to supply water and sewer service to the Hobe Sound area, also filed
objections to the project with the county.
Harmony owners filed suit in Martin
County Circuit Court claiming that the
county's action devalued the property,
thus was an illegal “government taking”
of property rights.
Martin County attorneys argued in
court Sept. 6 that the Harmony agricultural property, used for grazing cattle,
remains zoned at one unit per 20 acres
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as when purchased, thus it could not sue
the county for rights it did not yet have.
Judge William Roby agreed and immediately dismissed the lawsuit.
Causing some confusion among
Hobe Sound residents, though, was an
administrative law hearing Sept. 26 at
the Hobe Sound Civic Center to seek
public input regarding Harmony's application in June to the state to become a
Community Development District. The
name of the parent company is Hobe
Sound Ranches, adding to some residents' concerns that a new “town” that
would compete with Hobe Sound's businesses had been proposed.
Harmony will not be a new town, although it will have similar characteristics. A CDD, if approved by the
governor and his cabinet, allows a development to build its own infrastructure of roads and utilities and gives the
development the ability to issue tax exempt bonds, to levy taxes and special
assessments on the eventual landowners within the CDD. After the roads
and infrastructure are built, they become the responsibility of the CDD to
maintain, eliminating the burden to
county taxpayers.

News Stream
Harmony will establish its own governing structure. It can buy and sell
land, apply for government grants, borrow money, and its employees are covered under the state's retirement
system. It also is subject to the state's
Sunshine and public records laws.
Unlike a municipality, such as Indiantown, it cannot write its own Comprehensive Growth Management Plan
and it cannot annex contiguous tracts of
lands. It remains under the jurisdiction
of Martin County. A CDD development
application must go through the same
approval process as any other development in the county. Its residents will pay
county taxes.
The maximum number of homes currently allowed on the parcel is 126, according to county records. It meets all
the standards of the county's Comp
Plan, said Principal Planner Clyde Dulin,
but its application did not require approval by county commissioners before
its submission to the state.
Administrative Law Judge Evelyn
Folkers has submitted her report to the
Land and Water Adjudicating Commission, according to court records. A ruling has not yet been issued. ■

Fired worker cries 'foul'
After an 18-year county employee was
fired by Elections Supervisor Vicki Davis
in September, Edgar Hunt filed a lawsuit
Oct. 3 alleging that Davis had violated
Florida's Whistle-Blowers' Act.
Hunt claims he was fired for speaking up about alleged failing equipment,
numerous security breaches, and improper use of taxpayer funds for equipment purchases, as well as the use of
county employees to “babysit” Davis'
elderly mother who came to their office
to “assist” in menial tasks, such as stuffing envelopes. Then the staff would unstuff the envelopes for her to stuff again,
according to Hunt.
He said that his purchase of a computer without authorization was an ex-

cuse for the firing, particularly since he
said its purchase had been made with
Chief Deputy Debbie Dent's knowledge.
Hunt alleges that he had complained
about the equipment for the previous
two years, and that Davis had filed a
false logic and accuracy report, violating
election law, after substituting voting
machines without properly identifying
the substituted equipment and hiding it
from the canvassing board.
Hunt wants reinstatement to his job,
lost wages, preservation of seniority and
benefits, and attorney's fees. Davis will
have an opportunity over the next 20 days
to formally answer Hunt's claims. The
case, filed in Martin County Circuit Court,
will be heard by Judge William Roby. ■

Stuart rejects deep wells
The City of Stuart joined a growing chorus of residents' opposition to the use of
deep-injection wells to dispose of excess water flowing into Lake Okeechobee during the rainy season.. The
city commission approved a motion
made by Commissioner Merritt Matheson at the Sept. 24 meeting, after he
commented that he'd heard and was opposed to the South Florida Water Management District's plan presented
earlier in the month during the Rotary
Water Forum.
The new commissioner, elected August 26, proposed that the city prepare a
resolution to go to each member of the

SFWMD's Governing Board and to the
members of the legislative delegation
opposing the draft plan for constructing
around 50 deep-injection wells in the
Northern Everglades.
There was no presentation, and the
topic was not on the agenda. Matheson's
motion was approved unanimously.
The final resolution was presented at
the Oct. 8 commission meeting, which
was approved, and presented to the
SFWMD on Oct. 12 that called for alternative plans to the SFWMD proposal for
temporary use of 50 deep injection wells
at an estimated cost of $330 million, according to the city. ■
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Editorial: Character counts in commission race
oe Banfi's campaign for the District 2 seat on the Martin County
Commission depends primarily
on social media and Internet postings.
Those who attempt to set the record
straight when he gets his facts wrong
get their posts – and even their accounts – deleted.
Banfi blocks the truth. What does
that tell you about his character?
That's not the case with his opponent, Stacey Hetherington, who also has
a Facebook page. She engages those who
disagree. She listens. She does not delete
their comments, as long as they're civil,
allowing readers to see others' opinions,
as well as her own.
It's the essence of our democracy.
What does Banfi get wrong? Just
about everything and anything pertaining to the Lake Point lawsuit, which is
particularly interesting since he was the
planner who recommended approval of
the project to the BOCC in 2008.
Fast forward to 2017 when a civil
court ruled that the actions of commissioners Sarah Heard, Anne Scott and
Ed Fielding – all of whom have made
substantial donations to Banfi's campaign – had violated the state's public
records laws.
A court-ordered civil judgment sanctioned the county for $502,000, because

J

the county was held responsible for the
commissioners' unlawful actions for not
revealing to the public their secret correspondence with those operating behind
the scenes and directing their actions.
The commissioners responsible for
violating the law should have paid those
sanctions. Not the taxpayers.
Now, if Heard and Fielding are
found guilty in criminal court of violating the laws they swore to uphold, in
addition to the civil court ruling, they
could lose their benefits as civil servants, including their lifetime retirement and health benefits.
And Heard could be removed from
office.
No wonder a statewide public relations effort was undertaken to sway public opinion away from commissioners'
alleged misdeeds. Instead, they've
worked overtime to assign blame to the
company they harmed.
And Banfi has taken advantage of
that smear campaign to target his opponent, because she once worked for
Lake Point.
Under the sway of this PR onslaught
of misinformation and innuendo, it is
all too easy to forget the real culprits in
this case, and to forget that Lake Point
broke no law.
In fact, Lake Point had followed the

law and the Comp Plan, had been properly permitted by both state and federal
governments, had openly invited tours
of its operation, and would have donated
their entire project, its infrastructure
and its land, a $50 million investment,
to the state after 20 years.
They had worked with the South
Florida Water Management District, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the
Florida Department of Environmental
Protection since 2007 on their plan, and
they had the depositions to prove it, had
the case continued to trial.
The $12 million settlement to end
the Lake Point lawsuit is not the result
of that operation's conduct. Nothing
Lake Point did was illegal. Martin
County's huge debt to pay the settlement is the result of three commissioners' conduct, three commissioners
who chose to ignore the law, ignore the
rights of due process, and shun public
hearings in order to illegally shut
down a company's operation, simply
because they had the numbers on their
side to do it.
Those commissioners misused the
power they held. They violated public
trust. Now they want to put one of their
own on the county commission.
Banfi has called his opponent, Stacey
Hetherington, “tainted,” because she

once worked for Lake Point, not mentioning that she lost her job after Martin
County tried to shut them down. He allows his supporters to claim that she
was a “key witness” and “testified” in
Lake Point's case against the county.
That never happened. She had absolutely no role in the case that was settled, and Banfi knows that.
Yes, the public has a right to be mad
about the Lake Point settlement. It's
going to cost taxpayers a lot more than
just $12 million when it's all done; however, they need to direct their anger to
the people responsible for putting the
county in this position by operating in
the shadows, by ignoring the law and by
abusing their power.
And we certainly do not want “their”
candidate, Joe Banfi, put on the dais in
their place to continue their history of
manipulation and control and abuse of
power. As long as Banfi does not repudiate their actions, as long as he blocks the
facts from being told, we know he is
bound to repeat them.
Instead, choose the candidate who
has spent her life committed to making
this community better and has the
record to prove it. We want Stacey
Hetherington as the next District 2
County Commissioner, because character does count. ■

plan to vote no on Amendment 13.
Amendment 13 is a Trojan Horse.
While it appears to be an amendment to
simply end dog racing, the fine print
you won’t see on the ballot could have
devastating consequences on Florida’s
family farms.
Activists behind the amendment have
openly declared their desire to remove
meat, dairy and eggs from our diets.
These same activists have said they are
on a mission to end hunting everywhere.
And they’re making progress. Animal
rights activists have passed 30 measures
through Congress and more than 1,100
regulations in the states.
Now, their target is Florida.
Amendment 13 declares “the humane
treatment of animals is a fundamental
value of the people of the State of
Florida.” This type of vague, undefined
declaration in Florida’s Constitution will
be exploited by activist groups to bring
lawsuits against family farms, equine
enthusiasts and sportsmen.
Their efforts to end animal agricul-

ture will devastate the family businesses
that produce the food we feed our own
families. We’ll be forced to import more
food from countries that have lesser
standards for the care of their animals.
With businesses forced to close and
higher prices at the supermarket,
Florida’s economy will take a hit.
Don’t let this Trojan Horse find its
way into Florida’s Constitution. A “No”
on 13 is a vote against extreme activists
with hidden agendas.
Dr. Liz Steele is a veterinarian in
Zolfo Springs, a member of the Florida
Farm Bureau and a member of the executive committee for the Florida Cattlemen’s Association.

Letters to the Editor:
We need Hetherington
on county commission
I choose carefully who to support in
elections. Often I won’t endorse any candidate. That caution comes from my experience spending the last four years in
public service as a member of the Martin
County School Board.
Since the start of my term, I have
spoken to hundreds of individuals and
groups providing facts about our
schools, tax dollars and local concerns.
Only a few of my “listeners” have come
forward for more information or
searched out their own.
Stacey Hetherington is one of those
people. Regardless of whether she is in a
campaign or just a community member,
as she has been for many years, she
communicates, researches, looks for solutions and engages in healthy debate.
Sadly, I have seen little of that from
several current elected officials, in spite
of the fact that they served as my peers
for the last four years.

A few have reached out to find out
more, but many more sat in silence. It is
my opinion that the most important job
we give our elected officials is that of
knowing all the facts, paying attention
and making sound decisions for our
community based on the information
they have.
Public servants who do this are those
we need to place in leadership positions.
Stacey has earned my vote in November. I don’t take that lightly. The future
is too important to give away as easily as
we pass out Halloween candy.
Tina McSoley, Stuart

Be wary of
Amendment 13
As a veterinarian, I’ve spent my entire
career caring for the health and wellness
of animals. I’ve seen firsthand how
farmers, horse breeders and pet owners
care for their animals. I’ve also seen
firsthand the impact of neglect and
abuse on animals. This November, I

Editorials in Martin County Currents are written by its editor. If
written by a guest editor, they are
identified as such. To respond to this
editorial in a letter to the editor,
email up to 300 words to
editor@martincountycurrents.com.
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Peterson oversimplifies First, we need to
water pollution solution remove septic tanks
Paul
Laura

Guest
Columnist
was surprised to see the rather simplistic view that Ms. Peterson wrote
(in the February 2018 edition of
Currents) as a guest columnist and a
South Florida Water Management District Governing Board Member. The
"mantra" of going to sewer systems
seems to be an oft-used oversimplification. The article does not illustrate the
increasing complexity of human waste
disposal in Florida.
1. It does not, for example, explain
the increasing density of population in
Florida and the need to upgrade waste
treatment facilities.
2. Ms. Peterson does not explain the
increasing amount of human waste that
is applied on agricultural lands neighboring our communities as fertilizer
3. We do not hear of the runoff of
nutrients into local agricultural land
creeks and streams that end up into our
canals and eventually into the Indian
River Lagoon.
4. She does not mention the high
percentage of nitrogen and phosphate
that accumulate in our waterways coming from "muck," which has built up
over the years in the Indian River La-
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goon and the St. Lucie River, especially
the St. Lucie, due to Lake Okeechobee
discharges.
Much of the current view on septic
systems is based on work that Dr. LaPointe published based on his use of Sucralose as a human waste tracer. But
latest data indicates that the conclusions
may need to be revisted.
Recent findings about Sucralose, a
tracer consumed by us as synthetic
sugar and excreted, may not have all
come from septic systems as first
thought. It has been found in high levels of reused water and re-enters back
into the Indian River Lagoon via lawns
and golf courses that use this type of
recycled water. If this information can
be confirmed, the effect by septic systems on nutrient levels by septic systems may be much less than first
thought.
What Ms. Peterson might have written would be the effort to find a solution
of handling human waste (aka biowaste) and also cattle waste as well. Perhaps she could have promoted the Gates
Foundation's initiative, in which Bill
and Melinda Gates have worked in
Africa with a new process to convert
waste into electrical energy. It is called
the Omni Processor. ■

Paul Laura is chair of the Treasure Coast
Democratic Environmental Caucus.

Bill Gates recently caused a media storm by drinking reused wastewater from the Omni
Processor. A US company, funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, is sending a prototype to Senegal to demonstrate its reliability in converting waste into energy, fertilizer and
potable water. Developed as an off-the-grid answer to the developing world's challenge in obtaining clean drinking water, the Omni Processor might be adapted to replace sewage treatment plants in US cities. A $1.5 million plant can serve a city of 100,000.

Melanie
Peterson

Guest
Columnist
want to thank Paul Laura for replying to my column in the February
Martin County Currents edition regarding the impact of septic tanks on the
water quality flowing into the St. Lucie
Estuary. Mr. Laura, I appreciate your
input as a scientist and for taking the
time to share the merits of the Omni
Processor as a potential solution to this
global problem.
This new technology that converts
human waste into water and electricity
is touted as a “game changer” in Africa.
We truly need a “game changer” for
those living on the Treasure Coast, and I
think you would agree that though it is a
simple solution, replacing leaking septic
tanks is a first step of action that can be
taken locally with proven results.
Directly south of Martin County, Palm
Beach County and the Lake Worth Lagoon Initiative are setting examples in
South Florida for others to take heed and
follow suit. They have provided nearly
$14.7 million in local matching funds and
are working to obtain nearly $3.9 million
in funding from the Florida Legislature
for water quality and habitat restoration.
Since 1998, approximately $86 million in
legislative grants and local funds have
supported 52 restoration projects in the
20-mile-long lagoon estuary.
A large focus for this local effort is
stepping up to deal with the septic tank
threat to the Lake Worth Lagoon estuary.
An example is the proposed $667,000
conversion of septic tanks to a sewer system in the Town of Hypoluxo, which will
convert some of the hundreds of remaining septic tanks contributing pollutants
to the Lagoon’s watershed from North
Palm Beach to Ocean Ridge. This would
be at least the third project where local
partners and the Legislature have partnered to convert septic tanks to sewer
systems in the Lake Worth Lagoon watershed since 1998. That is how the problem of septic pollution will be solved.
I agree that scientific research can al-

I

ways be revisited as new technology
arises; however, Dr. Brian LaPointe’s
peer-reviewed research continues to
provide a basis for conducting case studies locally. As recently as 2015, Dr. LaPointe’s case study in Martin County
involving the tracer artificial sweetener
sucralose examined Old Palm City and
Golden Gate Estates, two areas where
there was no re-use water that could be
a contributing source of sucralose.
Those studies also used stable nitrogen
isotopes to trace the sewage nitrogen
from the septic systems through the
groundwater and into the surface waters
of the St. Lucie Estuary. Both tracers,
sucralose and the nitrogen isotopes, indicated the same result: Septic systems
are contaminating the St. Lucie Estuary.
Dr. LaPointe’s recent peer-reviewed
publication cites many other studies that
collectively represent a growing body of
knowledge about nutrient and microbial
pollution associated with septic systems.
The current findings regarding the impact of septic systems is not only based
on his work, but also the work of many
other independent scientists, as well as
agencies like the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection and the United
States Environmental Protection Agency.
As a Governing Board member of a
water resource agency, I frequently hear
from the public asking what they can do
to make a difference. When it comes to
stormwater runoff, my mission is to continue to encourage a common-sense approach in our communities:
1. Hook up to a sewer system.
2. Encourage your neighbors to do
the same.
3. Petition the local utility to expand
its connections.
I welcome the sharing of ideas. By
helping us to underscore the importance
of identifying outdated septic tanks as
well as lack of monitoring and enforcement, a scientist such as yourself could
be a catalyst for change in the Treasure
Coast community as we encourage communities to do their part. ■

Melanie Peterson is a Governing Board
Member of the South Florida Water
Management District
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Countdown to MC commissioners' trials begin
artin County Commissioners
Sarah Heard, Ed Fielding and
former commissioner Anne
Scott got new trial dates and a new judge
assigned to their case following a status
conference Oct. 24 in criminal court
proceedings, according to court records.
The commissioners have been
charged with alleged violations of public
records laws during similar time periods
in 2013, but Heard's case was separated
from the other two at the the request of
her attorney, Barbara Wagner.
She argued that the “abundance of
evidence” in Fielding's and Scott's cases
would unfairly prejudice the jury against
her client if presented during the same
proceedings, according to court records.
Heard's jury trial is set for Jan. 14 at
9 a.m. before Circuit Court Judge James
Langford. Scott's and Fielding's trial was
moved to April.
Heard was first charged Nov. 28,
2017, with only a civil infraction for failing to respond to a public records request in January 2013 as part of a plea
arrangement with the state attorney's office, which included her resignation
from office. According to court records,
Heard decided not to follow through
with the deal, fired her attorney, hired
Wagner, who filed a not guilty plea on
Heard's behalf, all on the same day.
Heard later was indicted by the
grand jury on two criminal misdemeanor counts in January this year,

M

which her attorney
argued was because
Heard had refused to
follow through with
the deal in November
with the state attorney. Heard claims in
court records that
she was being
“forced” to resign by
Sarah Heard
the state attorney.
“If there was insufficient evidence in
November for an indictment,” Wagner
said in court records, “then there was insufficient evidence in January.”
One of Heard's criminal counts is for
the failure to maintain public records
during the Sept. 1, 2012, through Feb. 7,
2013, time period, which Heard says she
lost due to the hacking of her personal
computer and private email account.
Four years later, her Yahoo! account was
subpoenaed for examination, and 600
deleted emails were recovered and
turned over to the court, according to
court testimony.
Heard has often publicly proclaimed
her innocence during public commission
meetings and public gatherings; however, the findings at the conclusion of a
court-ordered arbitration, conducted by
licensed mediator Howard Googe, characterized Heard's claim that her personal web-based account had been
hacked and eight years' of emails deleted
as “bizarre” and “lacked credibility.”

Googe based his comments on the county's
expert forensic IT
consultant report that
he found no evidence
of a hacking.
Googe also concluded that Heard's
actions in not protecting her public
Ed Fielding
records, as well as
those actions by Fielding and Scott that
thwarted attempts to obtain public
records on their personal computers,
were contrary to public records laws and
led to the county's slow response to multiple public records requests.
Lake Point Restoration filed its first
two public records requests in January
2013 seeking the correspondence between Maggy Hurchalla and county commissioners, followed by another two
requests in February and November
2013. After only a partial response to the
request, the mining and water restoration
company filed a lawsuit one year later in
2014 demanding the county release all its
applicable public records. Three months
later, in May 2014, the county answered
the requests with more than 10,000
pages of documents; however, Lake Point
did not drop its lawsuit because attorneys
said the requests still were not fulfilled,
according to court records, leading to the
court-ordered arbitration.
The arbitrator's report was upheld

by Circuit Court Judge William Roby,
who ordered the county pay sanctions
of $502,000 in attorney fees and costs
expended by Lake Point Restoration in
its four-year attempt to obtain the commissioners' private correspondence
with Hurchalla. Of the 600 recovered
emails between Heard and Hurchalla,
40 pertained to Lake Point, according
to court testimony.
The civil ruling in February led to the
criminal investigation by the State Attorney's Office. A grand jury of around
12-18 Martin County residents convened
the following November, resulting in the
first indictments of Fielding and Scott.
Fielding was charged with two criminal misdemeanor counts for allegedly
failing to allow examination of his public
records, for which Scott also was indicted. In addition, Scott was indicted
on two additional criminal misdemeanor counts of public records violations for allegedly failing to respond
promptly after she left office to the
county's subpoena for the public records
in her possession. She eventually turned
over more than 2,500 records, which
had been in her possession on her private email accounts.
If convicted, all three officials would
be subject to a fine and up to a year in
jail. Heard, who was re-elected August 26
to serve her fifth term on the county commission, could be removed from office. ■
--Barbara Clowdus

Martin County needs a leader with balance and integrity
who will represent all residents in protecting
our quality of life.

Martin County needs
“Martin County has been home for three
generations of my family. I want my
sons to build their lives here, too, and
be fortunate enough to experience the
beautiful community I grew up in.”

Through her dedicated leadership on a variety of community
boards and civic causes, Stacey has spent countless hours and
resources strengthening the county's economy and protecting
our precious environment. She is a lifelong resident, a graduate
of the University of Florida, a Realtor, a licensed insurance
agent and public relations professional.

STACEY SERVES …

STACEY SUPPORTS …

■ Elected, Martin County Republican State Committeewoman.
■ Appointed, Martin County Coastal Working Group
■ Appointed, Indiantown Rural Advisory Committee
■ Recipient, Community Service Award 2016 from Martin County Realtors
Association
■ Board Member, Healthy Start Coalition
■ Member, Florida Beaches and Shores Preservation Association
■ Member, Stuart-Martin, Indiantown and Palm City Chambers of Commerce

■ Balanced, accountable and transparent government
■ The core Republican values of lower taxes and business-friendly
government
■ Funding and completing projects to clean our waterways
■ Protecting Martin County's unique character

Paid by Stacey Hetherington, Republican for Martin County Commission District 1
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Hurchalla's appeal hinges on jury's instructions
t's a case of which came first, the
chicken or the egg? Do actions
themselves prove one's intent to
harm, or must malicious intent be
proven first, before considering the
harmful action's effect? That question
lies at the heart of environmental activist Maggy Hurchalla's appeal of a $4.4
million judgment against her last February in Martin County Circuit Court, the
amount a jury determined that Lake
Point Restoration's business lost due to
Hurchalla's actions.
The Fourth District Court of Appeal
will consider both sides of the question
as part of Hurchalla's final appeal filed
in August. They already announced that
they will not retry Hurchalla's case,
which claimed that Hurchalla had interfered in Lake Point's contracts.
The six-person jury of Martin County
residents already found that Hurchalla
had lied about the destruction of wetlands on the Lake Point Restoration
project in western Martin County, as
well as having misrepresented the truth
about another half dozen claims she had
made about the water restoration project, which had been under contract for
donation to the South Florida Water
Management District by 2028.
The question the three-judge panel
must decide is whether or not the
judge's instructions to the jury, given
prior to their deliberations, fairly represented the criteria the jury should use to
determine if Hurchalla had intentionally
harmed Lake Point's business.
In order to determine whether Hurchalla infringed on Lake Point's rights
and interfered in its contracts, according
to court records, the judge should have
instructed the jurors to examine Hurchalla's motivation, not just her actions.
An excerpt of the judge's instruction to
the jury stated:
“You must render your verdict in
favor of Hurchalla on Lake Point's tortious interference claim if you find that
Hurchalla used proper methods to attempt to influence Martin County, and
that her motive for petitioning Martin
County was not primarily to harm Lake
Point. However, deliberate misrepresentations of fact are not considered to be a
proper method.”
Hurchalla's personal attorney, Virginia Sherlock, argued that truthfulness
has no bearing in the First Amendment
protections afforded to citizens if intent
to harm is absent, and improper methods alone do not prove intent.
With Sherlock's help, Hurchalla has
taken her case to the court of public
opinion. Headlines on every article from
local emails, to tiny blog posts, to a recent USToday headline, “Janet Reno's
sister faces $4.4M civil judgment; activists rally to defend environmentalist's
free-speech rights,” Hurchalla's version
of events are being repeated often in a
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statewide, coordinated public relations
campaign. The message seldom varies.
It goes like this: Hurchalla criticized
the Lake Point water restoration project
in western Martin County in emails she
sent to Martin County commissioners.
Lake Point sued the South Florida Water
Management District, Martin County
and Maggy Hurchalla, claiming that
Hurchalla's communications to commissioners were “tortious interference with
a business relationship.” Hurchalla cannot be held responsible for what those
commissioners did with her emails.
(All three commissioners, Ed Fielding, Sarah Heard and Anne Scott, were
charged with criminal misdemeanors for
their alleged violations of public records
laws regarding their undisclosed correspondence with Hurchalla.)
Sherlock blames the judge's instructions to the jury for the $4.4 million
damages award to Lake Point, which
came after only 90 minutes of deliberation following an eight-day trial.
As a result of Hurchalla's media blitz,
a plethora of statewide and local activist
groups and a posse of the late Janet
Reno's Washington DC cohorts, are now
part of Hurchalla's legal team.
They argue in six separate amicus curiae briefs (commonly called friend-ofthe-court briefs), four of which were

Field Grown
Cabbage Palms

complain, the issue also centers on a citizen's right to engage in lawful free enterprise,
guaranteed by our constitutionally based laws. Contracts
are legally binding; therefore,
citizens can feel confident that
a court will uphold those contracts, even if a county government later is persuaded by
an individual to cancel them.
The vast majority of
Environmental activist Maggy Hurchalla testifies in
SLAPP suits against citizens
Martin County Circuit Court.
occur prior to the issuance of
filed by Richard Grosso of the Everpermits or prior to zoning changes being
glades Law Center, that Hurchalla's acsought by a developer; however, in the
tions are protected by the First
Lake Point case, the contracts had been
Amendment – and not just the broad
in place for more than four years, unanimeaning of the words in the U.S. Consti- mously signed by Martin County comtution. Their laser beam focus is on
missioners.
those words in Circuit Court Judge
If the panel of appellate judges deterWilliam Roby's instructions to the jury.
mines that Hurchalla did not have an
All the briefs filed, as well as Sher“improper motive” for her behavior, delock's arguments, contend that the lawspite the jury's findings that she used
suit against Hurchalla is a SLAPP suit
“improper methods,” the ruling could
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Partic- well be overturned, kicked back to the
ipation); however, three different circuit Circuit Court and retried with a new jury
court judges, Thomas McCann, Shields
and, possibly, a new judge.
McManus and Roby, all rejected SherWhether the ruling is upheld or
lock's four separate motions to dismiss
kicked back to Martin County, the anthe case against Hurchalla on the
swer to the question of which came first
grounds that it was merely a SLAPP suit. will finally be answered. ■
In addition to a citizen's right to
--Barbara Clowdus

NEW

EXPRESSIONS
UNIQUE, HAND-CUT
STERLING ON AGATE

Insist your landscape
contractor buys plants
& trees from a reputable
Martin County resource!

AR R

Monday-Friday
9am-5pm
Saturday
10am-2pm

772-546-3541

www.beckertreefarm.com

8880 SE Bridge Road
Hobe Sound

Sterling silver on agate with
peridot, aquamarine and garnet
semi-precious stones

JEWELRY, WATCH, CLOCK REPAIR
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Rotarians tackle
watershed's big water issues
ne panelist at the Sept. 22 forum
hosted by the Stuart Sunrise Rotary Club, Brandon Tucker, a
South Florida Water Management District Governing Board member, reminded the audience that the original
timeline in 2000 called for 68 Central
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP)
projects to be constructed over 30 years.
Only two are completed.
The plan called for $200 million annually from both federal and state governments for construction, but funding
failed to reach target levels.
“When we do the math,” Tucker said,
“even at $300 million a year, it would
take 52 years to complete (all Everglades
restoration) projects. At current funding
levels, it more likely would be up to 70
years, maybe even as long as 90 years.”
Although the funding for rehabilitation of Lake Okeechobee's Herbert
Hoover Dike, construction of the C-44
reservoir, and the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir south of Lake Okeechobee has been approved, primarily by
the state, the discharges to the St. Lucie
River will not end, Tucker said.
“We are in a crisis,” he added. If all
CERP projects are completed by the
time the EAA reservoir is online in five
to 10 years, the new reservoir will cut
discharges by only 63 percent.

O

CAN ANYTHING BE DONE IMMEDIATELY?
Tucker listed the projects that need to be
undertaken now, prior to completion of
most CERP projects, to improve water
quality in the St. Lucie River, including
septic-to-sewer conversions, adding more
water-disbursement projects on farm
land, construction of the C-43 reservoir,
and adding 40 to 50 deep-injection wells
in the Okeechobee to remove excess
water during the rainy season.
Currently, several counties use deep
injection as a means of disposing of
cleansed, decontaminated wastewater.
Martin County owns two of the 220
deep-injection wells statewide. Unlike
fracking for oil and gas, deep-injection
wells do not crack rock and do not interfere with the aquifer. The water is injected 3,000 feet into the boulder zone,
below the aquifer.
“Our rivers, our estuaries need this
emergency protection,” Tucker said.
“We could have this implemented in five
or six years, it's relatively inexpensive,
and it could be temporary to use as
needed, until the other (CERP) projects
come online.”
Tucker's argument is bolstered by the
2015 independent technical review by
the University of Florida Water Insti-

Seven distinct voices came through the chorus of government officials and
environmental activists during the “Our Water Rotary Forum” in Palm City to sound
one clear note: Funding has not kept pace with the plans to restore the Everglades,
and now the St. Lucie and Indian River Lagoon estuaries are paying the price.
tute, led by Dr. Wendy Graham, an environmental engineer with a PhD from
MIT, and five other UF scientists. The
143-page report, commissioned by the
Florida legislature, examined various
proposals for ending the discharges to
the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers.
The report concluded that the 68
CERP projects are essential, but they are
not enough. Ending the discharges had
not been an original goal of CERP, according to the report, with both rivers expected
to serve as relief valves to discharge water
during heavy rain events even after Everglades restoration is complete.
The Water Institute advised that one
million additional acre-feet of storage
dispersed north and south of the lake
would be needed, along with an additional 200,000 acre-feet in the St. Lucie
watershed and 400,000 in the Caloosahatchee watershed.
The report's call for additional water
storage was the justification for the state
to pursue construction of the EAA reservoir at a cost of $1.7 billion; however,
the effectiveness of the reservoir depends on the completion of all CERP
projects first, according to the report.
The report also suggested that planners “should consider” the use of deepinjection wells, in addition to reservoirs,
to be available during peak water-flow
events to the estuaries.
OTHER SPEAKERS ADD TO THE CHORUS
Capt. Daniel Andrews, speaking for the
Captains for Clean Water environmental
activist group based in Ft. Myers, rejected the notion of adding deep-injection wells to the current plan.
“Other shiny new projects take
money away from the EAA (reservoir),”
he said, which he sees as the best – if not
only – hope for recovery of the ecosystem, which he called “in a complete
ecosystem collapse.”
A fishing boat captain who used to
spend 300 days a year on the water,
Andrews says he now spends all but
about 20 days a year advocating for
construction of the EAA reservoir, “it's
that important.”
The EAA reservoir is a CERP project,
according to Lt. Col. Jennifer Reynolds,
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
and it will join 18 other projects currently under construction.

• US Rep. Brian Mast wants
lower lake levels year round in
a plan to manage the lake “365
days a year,” not just during a
water crisis, he said, and has
introduced a Congressional bill
to allow for that change and to
change the Army Corps of Engineers' priority from flood
control to “the health and
safety” of residents in order to
prohibit the release of excess
water to the estuaries when
blue-green algae is present in
the lake;
• Mayor of Sanibel Kevin
Ruane also wants more water
sent to the Caloosahatchee during dry periods, improving its
waters year round and requiring fewer discharges to both
the Caloosahatchee and the St.
Lucie rivers, benefiting the
economy of both coasts, he
added, due to the high economic impact of discharges to
the marine and tourism industries;
• Environmental activist
City of Sanibel Mayor Kevin Ruane, on right, talks with
Stuart City Commissioner Merritt Matheson, on left,
Jacqui Thurlow-Lippisch, repCapt. Daniel Andrews (behind Matheson) and County
resenting the Rivers Coalition,
Commissioner Ed Ciampi at the Rotary Water Forum in
advocated for expediting the
Palm City on Sept. 22.
rewrite of LORS, without which
no change to the schedule of
“That's the good news,” she added.
discharges can be made. She encouraged
Happening simultaneously to the
the audience to obtain their own copies
Herbert Hoover Dike repairs is the
of LORS to educate themselves.
rewrite of the Lake Okeechobee RegulaThurlow-Lippisch held the LORS
tion Schedule (LORS), Reynolds said,
handbook overhead as she spoke to the
which are the rules that govern lake levgathering of around 100 Rotarians and
els and discharges.
guests. Drawing on her teaching past,
Public hearings, called scoping sesshe recounted a brief history of the damsions, will begin in January or February
age to the estuary.
2019, she said. The LORS rewrite is ex“We've been documenting the probpected to be completed at around the
lems since the 1960s and '70s,” she said.
same time as are the dike repairs.
“We know what the problems are. We
“We want to hear from you,”
know what the solutions are, and key is
Reynolds added. “We are listening.”
what's in this document.”
The LORS was singled out by other
She echoed the same points as Mast,
panelists as a hot-button topic at the Ro- advocating for the addition of “public
tary forum, often blamed for “the mishealth and safety” in addition to flood
management” of Lake Okeechobee:
control to the Corps of Engineers' guid• Andrews wants LORS to allow for
ing principles, as outlined in LORS, to
the release of water being held in Lake
ensure that the Corps considers the
Okeechobee for farm irrigation during
presence of toxic blue-green algae in the
the dry season, making room to store
lake before authorizing discharges to
more water in the lake at the beginning
control flooding.
of the rainy season;
She made it clear, however, that the
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objective of the Rivers Coalition is to
stop all discharges.
“It's not just the algae (that's destroying the estuary and threatening public
health when toxins are present),” she
said. “It's the fresh water.”
Too much fresh water, even without
toxic blue-green algae, kills the oyster
beds that clean pollutants from the
water and the seagrass that provides
safe habitat for numerous species to
spawn, as well as providing food for
other marine creatures, she said.
STANDING UP FOR THE ARMY CORPS
Responding to the criticism of the Army
Corps of Engineers' “poor management”
of the lake, Reynolds, who holds an undergraduate degree in environmental resource management, reminded
attendees of the history of the re-engineering of south Florida's water
drainage system from natural to manmade, demanded by citizens who
wanted to live and farm in what ordinarily would be swamps.
The Corps' mission began not with
floods, she said, but with fires in 1926
and 1928, after the “over-drying” of peat
resulted in massive muck fires, which in
turn added to the area's significant land
subsidence and degradation.
Then came the hurricane of 1928
with rains and wind that caused a
breach of Lake Okeechobee that
drowned 2,800 to 3,500 residents south
of the lake. Another storm in 1947
flooded the entire southern end of
Florida's peninsula, from north of Stuart
to Lake Okeechobee to the Florida Bay.
Some areas remained underwater for
six months, Reynolds added, which gave
birth to the Central and South Florida
Flood Control District, a state agency,
and state and federal mandates to stop
the flooding.
The 2,000 miles of canals engineered by the Army Corps of Engineers
and what was to become the South
Florida Water Management District

Cover Story
ended flooding. The drainage system is
so effective that during the “Lost Summer of 2013,” south Florida received
more rainfall than it had received during all of 1947, Reynolds added, yet
there was no flooding.
“Now, we don't even think about it,”
she added. “We take (flood control) for
granted.”

by using the phosphorous in lake water
to grow, but adding even more phosphorous to the muck layer on the bottom if they die.
The lake also provides vital habitat to
a number of wildlife species, and its fishing industry supports the economy of
the Okeechobee area.
After 2013, the Army Corps became
increasingly sensitive to the declining
SENDING WATER SOUTH
health of the estuary and began utilizing
All participants agreed that the Ever“pulse” discharges that mimic rain
glades system
events and natis “complex.”
ural tides,
Land subsiReynolds said.
dence south of
The results
Tackling big projects is nothing new to Rotary Inthe lake, as well
have
been a
ternational, whose members adopted a goal 35
as sea-level rise
dramatic
imyears ago to eradicate polio around the globe. In
that impedes
provement
in
2014, only 18 cases of polio were documented
the gravity flow
survival rates
worldwide, according to Rotary International District 6930 Governor Julia Babbitt, who presented
of water, has
of oysters and
the opening remarks at the Rotary Water Forum
made the reseagrass, even
on Sept. 22, co-chaired by Rotarians Larry
turn to a “natafter the
Lavargna and Elmira Gainey.
ural” sheet flow
record-setting
Rotary was successful in eradicatfrom Lake
2016 year of
ing polio by removing politics and
Okeechobee to
rainfall, acreligion in pursuit of their
Florida Bay an
cording to
goal, said Babbitt, adding,
impossible oblocal scien“It's our responsibility to
jective,
tists.
leave our planet better
than we found it.”
Reynolds said.
One of
Increasthe most
ingly, moving
significant
water south out of the lake requires the
challenges,
installation of more and ever-larger
Reynolds
pumps within the web of canals and
explained, is
stormwater treatment areas transecting
that the lake fills
the state.
with water up to six times faster than it
“I can't fix this problem just by man- can be released. Levels higher than 17
aging the lake,” Reynolds added, who
feet could again result in a breach that
also pointed out that the elevations frewould drown even more thousands than
quently broadcast during rainy season
died in 1928.
of the lake's levels do not reflect the ac“We know that we're going to get
tual depth of the lake. A lake level of
around 50 to 60 inches of rain annuaround 14 feet means 14 feet above sea
ally,” Reynolds said. “What we don't
level, she explained, with the lake itself
know is when, or whether it's going to be
from 6-8 feet deep.
spread out, or like this year, coming in
Reducing lake levels to 8 feet (above huge chunks, all at once.”
sea level) would destroy Lake OkeeThe rainfall during the first two
chobee's ecology, Reynolds added,
weeks of May broke records this year. It
killing aquatic plants that clean the lake takes only eight to 10 inches of rain to
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raise the lake level by 1.5 to 3 feet within
days, yet it takes weeks to lower it.
“I can't get it out fast enough (to prevent a breach),” she said.
Everglades restoration is possible,
however, and progress is being made,
she added. The only impediment has
been the lack of funding during the same
period that central Florida's population
in the Orlando area, the headwaters of
the Kissimmee River and the Everglades
ecosystem, also boomed. Its development stressed an already stressed system, she said.
HARRELL TOUTS LEGACY FLORIDA
Panelist Rep. Gayle Harrell, who along
with Florida Senate President Joe Negron, ushered passage of the Florida
Legacy bill through the Florida legislature two years ago, assured the audience
that the legislature will set aside $200
million annually from Amendment 1
funds to be spent exclusively on Everglades restoration projects. Priority will
be given to the St. Lucie and IRL estuaries, but more needs to be done, she said.
“We need research on the (public)
health aspects of algae,” she said, which
many scientists have linked anecdotally
to neurological disorders after long-term
exposure. She proposed forming a consortium of research institutions in order
for citizens to become aware of their
health risks living near algae-infested
waters, and if fish in algae-infested waters are safe for human consumption.
She also urged cooperation among
divergent groups in seeking tactical solutions for the short term and strategies
for the long term.
“Don't scream at each other,” she
concluded. “We need to work together.”
Thurlow-Lippisch encouraged forum
participants to remain engaged.
“The most important people in this
are you,” she said, “because that's who
politicians listen to. … If we don't have
advocacy, we have nothing.” ■
--Barbara Clowdus
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Marker 23 heralds tattoo as a map to the soul
MAYA ELLENSON

Maya
Ellenson

Art
Kaleidoscope
hen not long ago I pulled into
the Fish House Art Center of
Port Salerno, I sensed an imperceptible change in the setting. On the
surface, everything looked the same.
Breezeway pulling you towards the
boardwalk to scenic Manatee Pocket
with art studios on both sides.
And, yet, something felt different . . .
MAYA ELLENSON
in a good way.
The tattoo studio at Marker 23 offers an unparalleled ambiance by co-owner and artist
As I walked toward the center, a
handsome young gentleman threw his ir- Jeffrey Mush, on right.
resistible smile toward me from the
porch of the Art Gallery. Atop, in the
ber of enthusiasts to his studio. They
get in touch with a client’s unconscious
blazing sun, glistened its new name, enadmire not only his remarkable craftsarchetypes. Tattoo art helps to reveal our
graved in golden letters: “Marker Twenty manship in decorating skin, but his intu- inner potentials by becoming aware of
Three, Art Gallery & Tattoo Studio.”.
itive ability to read a person's body, to
them. Some of my clients resonate with
That's it! A new energy swirls around the get in touch with their psyche.
the Buddha, and some would like to actiFish House, not just the name.
Until recently, tattoo art was culturvate a dormant super hero. I help them
“My name is Cameron Schmidt,” inally stigmatized in the Western world, yet to get what they need. A tattoo is a guidetroducing himself with the gallantry of a today it’s booming. Perhaps the mountpost to a person’s inner foundation beyoung man. “I own the gallery and can
ing interest in tattoos comes from the
cause it’s both personal and archetypal.”
be your curapersonalization.
Unlike a painting that hangs permaMAYA ELLENSON
tor as well.”
“In the Tahitnently on a wall, such as a Dali that lasts
Definitely
ian language 'tat- for generations, a tattoo requires artistic
interested, I
too' means to
talent, intense concentration, adeptness
went inside
mark someto discover
thing,” Mush
its distinctive
adds. “For me,
aesthetic and
tattoo represents
atmosphere.
a map to your
Marker 23
past and to your
encompasses
inner world. For
diverse artisinstance, the tattic styles and
too on my right
media, inhand is dedicated
cluding origi- Home decor, jewelry and fine art can all be found at
to my mother
Marker 23, Art Gallery & Tattoo Studio.
nal home
who passed away
décor. The
a few years ago.
gallery exudes a peaceful aura, inviting
Through my art, I keep her memory
visitors to relax into the beautiful “nowbreathing right on my skin.”
ness” of the moment.
In addition, over the past few
It is not your typical tattoo studio,
decades, tattoo art has improved signifineither is it a typical art gallery.
cantly in terms of both the tools, which
As I absorb the ambiance, Cameron
are safe and cannot harm anyone, and in
shares his zesty visions and plans. He
regard to an artist’s professional ethics.
and tattoo artist Jeffrey Mush re“Tattoo artists have become really
designed the existing art gallery to creelaborate and innovate with their techate an ambiance unlike other art
niques,” Mush adds. “Most of them are
galleries, he said. The tattoo business
very good at fine art and can recreate on
provides the revenue to commission
the skin what they can paint on the canonly high-quality – actually museumvas. Also, nowadays people are able to
quality – art, setting the tone with Salshare their tattoos on the internet across
vador Dali originals.
the globe. Tattoo is becoming a global lan“What we champion here is high qual- guage allowing people to communicate
ity and originality,” Schmidt told me. “ I
even if they don’t speak the language.”
am a big fan of Dali and traveled at least
Although he does not focus on any
15 times to St. Petersburg to enjoy his art
one particular theme or style, remaining
work. Jeffrey (Mush) and I would love to
open to a variety of styles and subject
see The Fish House Art Center expand
matter, lately he's been most attracted to
into a genuine artists’ hub with Marker
Hindu and Buddhist mythology. He
23 being its nucleus and a magnet.”
treats human skin as a personal canvas,
As we talk, Jeffrey comes downstairs
but he allows customers to specify exactly
from his studio with a happy, smiling
what they want. Sometimes, though, they
customer showing off the new tattoo on
have no idea where to begin.
his shoulder.
“Every skin has a unique energy sigWith 10 years' of experience as a tatnature,” Mush explains. “It vibrates,
too artist, Mush draws a growing numopening like a portal and allows me to

W

The entrance to Marker 23 at the Fish House
Art Center in Port Salerno.

with the artist's tools, then it's gone. The
artist seldom sees his artwork again.
“It’s the most romantic and mysterious part of tattoo art, and also its inner
Buddha-style wisdom,” Mush responded
with a captivating smile. “Don’t get attached. Let it go.”
It's likely, however, when you visit
Marker 23 Art Gallery & Tattoo Studio,
you'll want to return again and again …
and never let it go. ■
Russian-American Maya Ellenson, who
holds M.A. and PhD degrees in Russian
language and literature from Moscow
State University, has lived in Martin
County for eight years. A free-lance
writer, she has a particular interest in
world culture and art.
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Rhythms of the past 6 seasons still holding true
Rich
Vidulich

PHOTO: NELSON PAULA

Pompano
Reporter
Editor's Note: This article was written
prior to the intrusion of red tide, which
Florida's loop current brought to us
from the west coast. Martin County
beaches no longer show red tide is present; however, if you are susceptible to
red tide's presence, you will immediately feel its effects on your eyes and
your breathing and should leave the
beach. Filleted fish caught off our
beaches are safe to consume, because
any toxins would accumulate in a fish's
organs, which are routinely discarded.
ecently, I re-read my autumn
forecasts in Martin County Currents over the past six seasons.
No, I did not give myself a “Rotten
Tomatoes” rating, but I did feel relatively
happy about the scripts. It wasn’t stunning to learn that over the past six years
that the “rhymes” were free verse and the
reasons “rhymed”! Let me explain:

R

POMPANO FISHING
MADE EASY!

SPECIAL:
FREE DEMO OF CCP SURF
RODS AND AKIOS REELS AS
SEEN IN FLORIDA SPORTSMAN
"GEAR AND TACKLE FORUM"
Carolina Cast Pro Series Graphite Rods
"Cast further than you ever thought possible"
Akios Long Cast Reels
"Engineered to last and cast smoother
than any reel around"

Surf Fishing Charters
targeting POMPANO Casting
and Surf Fishing Seminars.

RICH VIDULICH, AUTHORIZED DEALER
www.pompanorich.com
richvidulich777@hotmail.com
www.carolinacastpro.com
www.akiosfishingtackle.com

A fisherman always is rewarded when they
fish from the beach, if not by a pompano,
then always by the sunrise.

The “free verse” were the meteorological events that occurred in that period. The “reasons” were the successful
anglers' platform as to why they work.
With climate theories chiming in the
background, we could potentially understand how the ocean drives migratory
fish in autumn, and anglers realize what
an El Nino pattern brings to the table,
whether we like it or not – colder winters and destructive tropical depressions. The El Nino phenomenon causes
windier conditions and upwellings that
significantly increase the food for the
entire ecosystem. Plankton!
Expectations then increase for Canadian jet stream dips and altering Gulf
Stream currents, which are always an
angler's dream. But what if that does not
happen? When the seasons don’t change
and the water temps don’t budge, we
lose our spirit! To understand the “why”
it does not happen, we must draw from
the past.
Then again, am I the oxymoron,
when the conditions say “no” but I say
“yes”? Kinda. More like a meager beachlubber reveling in hard knocks and personal experiences. (I know. It sounds a
little like self-aggrandizement, but truly,
the experience is what this editor hired
me for, and maybe a little nostalgia, too,
since her late brother had been a pompano fisherman in these waters for
decades!)
The Old Farmer’s Almanac was
founded in 1792 by Robert B. Thomas.
For the past 30 years, the Almanac has
combined the sciences of solar, climatology and meteorology to create predictable forecasts. Coordinating with

beachlubber write that in all caps?
Happy to announce this means a
warm and dry winter! The immediate future sees cleaner waters,
and many more quality days to
successfully catch fish!
The current fishing report is
promising. Mullet migrations extend from Jacksonville to Jupiter.
The predators involve bull redfish
and whiting, which covers Jax
through New Smyrna. From the
Cape through Melbourne, we'll see
bluefish, mackerel, tarpon and
snook. From Vero Beach through
Stuart, look for finger mullet, tarpon and snook.
Locally, we'll see finger mullet,
resident pompano, mackerel, tarpon and a definite increase of bluefish. The predominant players are
both Hobe Sound Beaches, Jupiter
Island, Jupiter and Juno Beach,
and the bonefish bite is off the wall!
The principle cause for this
local drama is the migration of
schools of glass minnows.
All the aforementioned
species feed on them. With
the pulse Lake O discharges,
we also are experiencing
huge numbers of catfish, so
it's no surprise to pull in a
double-header catfish/pompano combo. We also see a
nice showing of resident
whiting in the mix, too.
With the sudden sand
flea spawn, the bait of choice
is sand fleas and a Fishbite,
scented synthetic strips used
in combo with bait to chum
up the bite. Don’t look for
clams to enhance the bite
currently. Until surf temps
get significantly colder,
clams are a waste of money.
For those who shuck
their own clams and brine
them for those drops in
temperature, I have a key
tip! Save the clam juice, instead of letting it go down
the drain. Just freeze it in a
jar. Later, after you rake
your own fleas and blanch
them, add the juice to the
bag of fleas before you
Nelson Paula was rewarded on his recent visit with Rich
freeze them. Odor catches
Vidulich to Hobe Sound Beach by beautiful pompano, as
fish. Pomps and whiting
well as by a beautiful sunrise.
love this concoction!
Tight lines, folks! This
NOAA, they forecast hurricanes, among
season's gonna get EXCITING! ■
many other diverse weather patterns.
Their earlier forecast for south Florida
this year predicted a wet and unseasonRich Vidulich, a commercial pompano
ably warm winter. As of today, however,
surf fisherman who traverses the beaches
we have a new update.
of Martin County and points north for his
Unlike last year's strong El Nino, ac"golden nuggets," lives in Jupiter. Send
cording to the Almanac, we will expericomments or questions to Pompano@
ence a WEAK El Nino! Why did this
MartinCounty Currents.com.
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Language of sports connect kids to deputies
oping to reach
out to teens in a
positive way,
Martin County Sheriff's
Office last year launched
its Police Athletic League,
focusing first on boxing.
About 15-20 potential
donors attended a
fundraiser last fall at what
was then Twelve Rounds
Boxing Club on Monterey
Road in Stuart, which is
now the Martin County
Police Athletic League office and gym.
Their membership has
grown since November to
About 30 boys and girls, ages 8-17, stand with coaches in the recently formed Martin County Sheriff's Office Police Athletic League boxing program.
about 30 kids ages 8-17,
The program meets Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30-6:30 p.m., at the PAL gym, 686-688 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart. All photos provided.
boys and girls, who meet
Mondays, Tuesdays and
Chelsea, Mass. He competed internaIn addition to Ruiz, others on the
with a check for $2,060, presented at
Thursdays from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
tionally
in
places
like
Sweden
and
AusMartin
County PAL board of directors
the
Nov.
8
launch,
from
the
Sheriff's
“(The PAL) is the first of its kind for
tralia,
achieving
the
title
of
fifth-ranked
are
Josh
Ferraro, president; MCSO Capt.
Halloween
Trunk-Or-Treat
event
last
the Martin County Sheriff's Office,” said
amateur
in
the
178-pound
Light
HeavyJohn
Perez,
vice president; Lauren
October.
Other
donors
increased
the
Christine Christofek Weiss, Sheriff's Ofweight
Division.
Betsinger,
treasurer,
and members
total
to
$5,700.
The
coffers
have
grown
fice public information officer, “and it's
A
two-time
world
heavyweight
chamMCSO
Lt.
Michael
Dougherty,
Trisha
now
to
more
than
$16,000.
great to start here in the boxing arena,”
pion,
he
won
his
first
title
in
a
12-round
Kukuvka,
Chris
Freed,
and
John
Milano.
However,
an
ambitious
goal
to
take
Sheriff's Office Chief Deputy Glenn
decision
in
2001
over
then
World
BoxFor
more
information,
call
772-919six
members
to
a
Florida
championship
Theobald, speaking last November on
ing Association Heavyweight Champion
2441 or email
tournament Nov. 1-4 in Palatka has inbehalf of Sheriff William Snyder, said
Evander
Holyfield.
His
second
title
came
creased
PAL's
need
for
more
funds.
martincountypal@gmail.com. ■
that the idea was spawned from the
in December of 2003 with a unanimous
“We're looking for sponsorships and
--Jeff Alexander
2016 Olympic games.
decision victory over Hasim Rahman.
donations to take these kids, put them
Special to Martin County Currents
“It was amazing watching these kids,
up in hotel
young kids comrooms, give them
peting (in boxmeals, all that,”
ing) in the
JOIN THE FRIENDS OF FLORIDIANS FIGHTING FALLS
said DelValle.
Olympics,”
AS WE PRACTICE THE 8 FORMS OF TAI CHI
Sponsorships of
Theobald said.
MOVING FOR BETTER BALANCE
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“The fact that we
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are able to do
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this through
and
local
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nesses.
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said that the
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been “in the
sional boxer
works” for a very A student works out with a Martin County
John Ruiz reIG
Sheriff's deputy in a recent session of the PAL
NS F HTING
long time. A
A
sponded
enthusiI
boxing program.
D
three-day boxing
astically when he
camp in Februwas tapped to be
ary boosted
the first PAL
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head boxing
Enthused by that
coach.
response, she
“Anytime I get
said, the PAL is
to help kids is
thinking of exgreat,” he said,
panding its focus
during the
to include other
launch. “We hope
sports.
to change some
“We're in
futures with this.”
talks with someRuiz, a Martin
body to go into
County resident
golf,” DelValle
for nearly two
added.
years, started his
The Sheriff's
boxing career
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Office got the
through
a
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Most critical? The county's District 2 race
Although most conversation and TV ads focus on the governor's and congressional races,
some wise politician once pronounced that the election closest to home is the most important,
because it has the greatest impact on a person's daily life. So it is this election season, with a
county facing multiple issues from toxic algae to lack of affordable housing to declining wages.
Three candidates are vying for the seat being vacated by Commissioner Ed Fielding, retiring
after being indicted for violating public records laws -- a Republican, a Democrat, and one with no
party affiliation. Meet your candidates, Caryn Hall Yost-Rudge, Joe Banfi and Stacey Hetherington.
CARYN HALL HOST-RUDGE
DEMOCRAT
Her name will not
be on the ballot,
but there's a Democrat running for
the District 2 seat
on the Martin
County Commission as a write-in
candidate, Caryn
Hall Yost-Rudge.
Largely ignored,
she was not invited even to TC Palm's
candidate forum in July.
She attended anyway, flitting about
with an effervescent energy among the
members of the audience who had gathered at Ground Floor Farm in Stuart
prior to the primary.
“I can't believe they didn't invite me,”
she said. “I'm a qualified candidate, and
after they made such big deal of Chase
Lurgio in the last election – and he was a
write-in, too – I just never thought it
would be like this.”
The previous month, she had participated in the Martin County NAACP
forum in East Stuart, making the most
of the opportunity, holding her own and
engaging her audience.
When asked about the algae crisis,
she did not hesitate: “I will surround
myself with people who are more versed
on this topic than I am,” she said, “people like Jacqui Thurlow-Lippisch.”
Yost-Rudge was not just dropping
names. She knows Thurlow-Lippisch,
and dozens of others in the environmental community, including Maggy Hurchalla. She's often spotted sitting next to
Hurchalla.
At Stuart City Commission meetings,
she's a spitfire, lashing out at commissioners for her full minutes of commentary for what she considers to be
governmental abuse of power, her
home-schooled daughter always near
her side – or crawling into the bottom
portion of the lectern.
Yost-Rudge, who celebrated the graduation of her eldest daughter from the
University of Alabama as she herself contemplated entering the political arena
last spring, often takes her youngest with
her to meetings and events – even to the
closing arguments of Hurchalla's civil
trial – as a lesson in civics.
She's taught herself how to be a full
participant in government, not only by
attending meetings regularly, but by
learning to write legal briefs over the
past eight years, taking her arguments
against the city all the way to Florida's
Supreme Court … and beyond.

“I'm possibly the only home-school
mother that has been conferenced at the
Supreme Court of the United States of
America,” she says. The knowledge of
the legal system she gained she shares
with others, particularly with those who
are incarcerated.
Originally from New York and a
graduate of Central Cities Business Institute, she attended the Bethany Divinity College in Alabama, not finishing her
degree. She came to Florida on a sport
fishing boat from Montauk, Long Island,
at 21, and lived aboard as First Mate in
Key West, Mexico and Belize.
Yost-Rudge spent her '20s working
during the season on Jupiter Island, she
said, traveling in the off season, which
led her to tribes in Bolivia and Papua,
New Guinea. She also visited New
Zealand and Nigeria.
She married at 29 but continued to
work on Jupiter Island, including for the
Nathaniel Reed family, “as a very fortunate nanny.” She was deeply shaken by
Reed's unexpected death this summer.
“Mr. Reed was such a great man...I
learned so much from him,” she said, “and
I can't tell you how kind he was to me.”
Yost-Rudge is committed to Martin
County, where she's lived for more than
26 years, serving as a volunteer at Boys &
Girls Club in Hobe Sound and at the Martin County Jail. She's also a Temple handmaiden at Temple Beit HaYam in Stuart.
When asked why she decided to run
for office as a write-in candidate, she answered simply.
“I'm doing this for all the people like
me,” she told the forum audience, “for
ordinary people, those who may not
have the money to run for office any
other way.”
Ordinary people also want to make a
difference.
Vicki Davis, elections supervisor,
said not to worry about getting YostRudge's full name written on blank line
on the ballot, and there's no need to remember that it's spelled Caryn, instead
of Karen.
“Any way it's written, even if it's misspelled,” she said, “we'll count it.”

Currently, he's Commissioner Ed
Fielding's appointee to the Local Planning Agency, and is Fielding's pick to replace him as the District 2 county
commissioner.
Fielding, who goes to trial in April on
charges of alleged public records violations, is retiring.
Banfi, with an FAU geology and
urban studies degree in hand, began his
career in Martin County as a planner in
1972 for the Community Development Department
shortly after the state's passage of the Comprehensive
Planning Act of 1972. The new
state law mandated that all
counties would be required to
write their own state-supervised plan to manage growth,
land use and resources.
Banfi often talks about the
time shortly after he was hired that
county commissioners were determined
to stop a developer from dotting
Hutchinson Island with skyscrapers –
even before work had begun on the
Comp Plan.
After a planning study, an ordinance
was adopted in 1974 that limited building
height on Hutchinson Island to 40 feet,
with some exceptions up to 100 feet, if
authorized by commissioners. By 1975,

the four-story height limit was adopted
countywide.
“It gives me great pleasure to know
that I participated in that,” he says.
Work also began in earnest on developing the county's growth management
plan, a team effort that included the
Community Development Director
Thomas Mumford, Banfi, County Attorney Steven Fry, the Local Planning
Agency chaired by Tom Kenney, the
County Commission chaired by John
Holt, and a 28-member Citizens Advisory
Committee, which included Timer Powers, Nathaniel Reed, Mary Dawson, Mark
Perry and Peter Jefferson, and others.
The county's professional consultant, Lester L. Solin Jr., a certified
planner and president of Solin & Associates in Vero Beach, wrote the first
Martin County Growth Management
Plan, which won awards for including
such things as considering
school capacity in development reviews.
The plan also created the
toughest rules in the state to
protect wetlands, about
which Reed was particularly
passionate, by creating
buffers and by not allowing
wetland mitigation except in
certain circumstances, which
is the norm throughout the state and
the U.S.
Prior to the final adoption of the
Comp Plan, the community development director had left Martin County
and Banfi was named acting director,
then director in 1982. He was responsible for meeting the requirements of the
new state-supervised Comp Plan, which
resulted in the need to combine divisions that previously had been separate,

JOE BANFI
NO PARTY AFFILIATION
No one would question that Joe Banfi,
71, knows how to read a developer's site
plan, considering the three decades or so
he's spent working inside Martin
County's Growth Management Department.
He's also well versed in comics, bowling, coin collecting and poetry. More
about that later.

A poem by District 2 candidate Joe Banfi posted online in a Facebook post May 17, which has
since been deleted.
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at the same time that more than 150 development applications were under review.
Tensions with supervisors began to grow, according
to county records, and in 1986, Banfi quit his job. He
worked at Martin Memorial for two years before opening his Cove Road Coins & Stamp retail store, which he
operated for nearly 10 years.
He returned in 1999 to Martin County government
to work as a senior planner in what had become the
Growth Management Department. He was promoted to
principal planner in 2001, under Growth Management
Director Nicki van Vonno, retiring in 2013.
Although an avid bowler – he serves on the board of
the local chapter of the United States Bowling Congress
– he's not well known in the community, outside of the
planning agency. His interests, including poetry, tend
to be solitary ones, thus he's managed to receive campaign contributions from only about 100 people.
Notably, the most significant contributions have
come from all the county's indicted commissioners, in addition to Virginia Sherlock and
Maggy Hurchalla, in an apparent bid to
maintain their influence and control.

Election 2018
clients for ALS, continued her
education, and became a real
estate advisor in 2015 for Engel
& Volkers in Stuart, yet continuing her commitment to community service.
Hethington was elected Republican State Committeewoman in 2016, the same year
she raised $32,000 to benefit
the health of mothers and babies and decrease infant mortality. She became a
board member of the Healthy Start Coalition, and
leveraged state officials to prevent regionalization and
proposed budget cuts that support organizations like
Healthy Start.
An active member of the Florida Shores & Beaches
Preservation Association and several local chambers of
commerce, Hetherington's background and commu-
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nity involvement led to her appointment to the Indiantown Rural Advisory Committee and as a representative of marine and coastal interests on the
county's Coastal Working Group, both of which have
now sunseted.
Perhaps her fondest memories, though, are fishing
with her father and swimming with her family and
friends in the St. Lucie River, now off limits “due as
much to toxic politics as to toxic algae,” she says
“The idea that my boys can’t experience one of my
greatest joys growing up here makes my blood boil,”
she says, and it's the primary reason she's seeking the
District 2 seat on the County Commission.
“I want my sons to be fortunate enough to experience the natural beauty that I grew up with, while having a quality job so they can call Martin County home,”
she says. “I don’t accept no for an answer. I won’t be
bullied or bought by anyone, and I can’t stand by while
our future floats down the river.” ■

STACEY HETHERINGTON
REPUBLICAN
The fact that Stacey Hetherington, 43, was
born and raised in Martin County, to parents
and grandparents who themselves were born
and raised here undoubtedly gave her a
boost in making contacts, then turning those
into campaign helpers and contributors.
Nearly 400 contributed to her campaign.
Being a third-generation native is integral to understanding who Hetherington is,
but it's only part of her story.
Even as a teenager living in Indiantown,
Hetherington established a reputation for
hard work and community service, going to
school full time, working a job part time, belonging to 4-H, barrel racing with her sister,
and volunteering on weekends as a Candy
Striper at Martin Memorial.
Her working-class parents had set the
standard. A Vietnam veteran, her father
worked at the mill and as a union machinist
before earning an engineering degree. Her
mother worked her way up at Indiantown
Bank from teller to vice president. Eventually the Whitakers opened an
equestrian/western wear store.
Hetherington worked and volunteered
through college to earn a journalism and
public relations degree at UF, returning
home to find no job. So at age 23, she created one by publishing an independent
newspaper for Indiantown, writing the news
stories, taking photos, selling and creating
the ads, then personally distributing her
paper, The Grapevine.
Her hard work and entrepreneurial spirit
led to job offers that gave her the foundation
to open in 2007 her own communications
and public relations firm, ALS (Air Land &
Sea) Resources, with local clients that included an innovative mining and water
restoration project that would pump polluted water out of the C-44 canal, clean it for
a fee in their limestone pits, before sending
it south. Their name? Lake Point Restoration, which became a target of the local
county commission in 2013 and one of the
most expensive, protracted lawsuits in the
county's history. Hetherington lost her
largest client as a result in 2013.
She had marketable skills sought by
other companies outside of Martin County,
but she was determined to stay and to raise
her two sons in the place that had nurtured
her, she says. She continued to seek other
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CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE

STACEY HETHERINGTON

TOBY OVERDORF

MARYLYNN MAGAR

GAYLE HARRELL

MARTIN COUNTY
COMMISSIONER,
DISTRICT 2
Stacey Hetherington (R)

STATE HOUSE
REPRESENTATIVE,
DISTRICT 83
Toby Overdorf (R)

STATE HOUSE
REPRESENTATIVE,
DISTRICT 82
MaryLynn Magar (R)

STATE
SENATOR,
DISTRICT 25
Gayle Harrell (R)

vs. Joe Banfi (NPA, No Party Affliation)
Karyn Hall Yost-Rudge (D, Write-In)

vs. Matt Theobald (D)

vs. Edward O’Conor (D)

vs. Robert Levy (D)

BRIAN MAST

RICK SCOTT

MATT CALDWELL

JIMMY PATRONIS

UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE,
DISTRICT 18
Brian Mast (R)

UNITED
STATES
SENATOR
Rick Scott (R)

FLORIDA
COMMISSIONER
OF AGRICULTURE
Matt Caldwell (R)

FLORIDA
CHIEF FINANCIAL
OFFICER
Jimmy Patronis (R)

vs. Lauren Baer (D)

vs. Bill Nelson (D)

vs. Nikki Fried (D)

vs. Jeremy Ring (D)

ASHLEY MOODY

Republicans believe that the best government is the one
closest to the people, thus the federal government should not
interfere in state and local issues unless invited. We believe
the strength of the nation lies in individual freedom, dignity
and responsibility. We believe in free enterprise, which has
brought economic prosperity to the nation. We believe our
federal government must practice

RON DE SANTIS

FLORIDA
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Ashley Moody (R)

FLORIDA
GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

vs. Sean Shaw (D)

vs. Andrew Gillum (D)

Political advertisement approved and paid for by the Martin County Republican Executive Committee, 1111 SE Federal Hwy, Stuart FL 34994.
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Schools, constitutional changes fill Nov. ballot
oters will need to decide yes or
no on 12 statewide constitutional
amendments on the Nov. 6 ballot. In addition, two referendums involving schools also are on the ballot in
Martin County.
In order to build new school buildings, including Jensen Beach and Palm
City elementary schools, voters are
being asked to approve an additional
half-cent addition to the state sales tax
rate, increasing the tax to 6.5 cents on
every dollar spent on purchases less
than $5,000 in price. Food and medicines are exempt. Unlike school district
taxes, the sales tax for schools would be
spent only in Martin County.
The school district also is asking voters whether they wish to change to an
appointed district superintendent, or or
continue with an elected superintendent.
Both sides of the question offer compelling arguments, and focus on quality
of education in the classroom. The
Florida education system for preK-12
grade is ranked only 40th in the nation
by more than one source; however, the
high-school system is ranked anywhere
from the 28th to the 7th, depending on
the criteria used and the polling source.
Choosing a new superintendent will
not happen overnight, as current Superintendent Laurie Gaylord will remain in her position through the end of
2020. She also could apply for the position, should voters decide it's time to
look for someone with greater qualifications than a high school diploma, as
currently required.
Florida is one of the two last remaining states that allow elected superintendents, who usually hold Ph.D. degrees and
demand higher salaries in states that appoint their superintendents.
In addition to the two school district
questions, voters also must choose
which amendments deserve to become
part of the state's constitution. Many organizations are offering “guidance” to
better understand the measures in advance of the vote. One non-partisan
website, www.ballotpedia.org and the
right-leaning site,
www.jamesmadison.org/2018-floridaconstitutional-amendment-guide, offer
explanations without recommendations.
The amendments were proposed by
the legislature, through citizen petitions,
or by the Constitutional Revision Commission, which meets every 20 years. All
the measures require 60 percent of the
vote to pass. Amendments 7, 8, 9 and 11
were challenged in court and removed
from the ballot; however, the lower
court decisions for Amendments 7, 9
and 11 were challenged by Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi and were returned to the ballot.

V

Amendment 1 – Proposed by
the state legislature, adds a new

homestead tax exemption of $25,000 for
the assessed property value between
$100,000 to $125,000, raising the maximum exemption to $75,000, but will not
affect school taxes. Opposed vigorously
by a number of groups who call the measure a “tax shift” due to the loss of revenue
to local governments, which might make
up the loss with additional fees and increased taxes. They include the Treasure
Coast Regional League of Cities, the
Florida GOP, Florida Tax Watch, the
Democratic Party, and the Florida
League of Women Voters. The Florida
Chamber of Commerce is neutral.

Amendment 2 – Proposed by
the state legislature, the amendment
would permanently place a 10-percent
cap on the annual increase of nonhomestead property tax assessments,
which was put in place in response to
the 2008 recession, but will expire in
2019. The cap will not apply to school
district taxes. Supported by the Florida
GOP, Florida Chamber of Commerce
and Florida Tax Watch. Opposed by
the League of Women Voters and the
Democratic Party.

Amendment 3 – Proposed
through a citizen petition, the
Casino Gambling Initiative would require a citizen referendum to authorize
additional casino gambling operations,
including card games, casino games and
slot machines. It would not apply to
horse racing, dog racing or jai alai exhibitions, or to gambling on Native American lands. Opposed by the Republican
GOP and Florida TaxWatch. Supported by the League of Women Voters, the Democratic Party and the
Florida Chamber of Commerce.

Amendment 4 – Proposed
through a citizen petition, the
Rights Restoration for Felons Initiative
would automatically restore the right to
vote for people with prior felony convictions, except those convicted of murder or a felony sexual offense, upon
completion of their sentences. (Sentences include prison, parole, and probation). Florida is one of only four
states nationally that permanently bans
voting rights, despite a successful return to society. Supported by Florida
TaxWatch, the Democratic Party and
the League of Women Voters. Opposed by the Republican GOP. Florida
Chamber took no stand.

fees. It would also stop any provisions to
raise taxes or fees from being tacked
onto other state bills, nor could a tax or
fee be increased along a party-line vote.
This measure does not apply to any fees
or taxes that would be levied by local
governments or agencies, such as school
districts. Supported by the Republican
GOP, Florida Chamber of Commerce
and Florida TaxWatch. Opposed by the
Democratic Party and the League of
Women Voters.

mission: Includes two separate proposals: Prohibits oil and gas drilling in
offshore areas controlled by the state
(but not federal waters), which is currently banned legislatively; Prohibits
the indoor use of e-cigarettes and vaping devices, with the exception of standalone bars or hotel rooms where
smoking is allowed. Supported by the
Democratic Party and League of
Women Voters. Opposed by Florida
TaxWatch, Florida Chamber of Commerce and the Republican GOP.

Amendment 6 – Proposed by
Constitution Revision Commission: Rights of Crime Victims; Judges
would create a bill of rights for crime
victims (known as Marsy’s Law). It
would include a right to due process
and to be treated with fairness and respect; a right to be free from intimidation, harassment, and abuse; a right to
have the victim’s welfare considered
when setting bail; a right to proceeding
free from unreasonable delay, among
others. Critics claim that the way victims’ rights are drawn might flood the
justice system with additional responsibilities. This amendment also increases
the mandatory retirement age for
judges to 75 from 70 and would bar
judges from deferring to administrative
agencies’ interpretations of a rule or
statute when ruling in cases involving
those laws. Supported by the Republican GOP. Opposed by Florida
TaxWatch, the Democratic Party and
the League of Women Voters. Florida
Chamber took no stand.

Amendment 7 – Proposed by
the Constitution Revision Commission: Includes three separate proposals:
Requires mandatory payment of death
benefits and waives some educational
expenses to qualifying survivors of first
responders and military members who
die performing official duties, which is
already in state law (and adds paramedics and emergency medical technicians to the list); Requires supermajority
votes by university trustees and state
university system boards of governors to
raise or impose fees; Establishes the existing Florida College System as a constitutional entity. Supported by
Florida TaxWatch. Opposed by League
of Women Voters and the Democratic
Party. Florida Chamber remains neutral.

Amendment 9 – Proposed by
the Constitution Revision Com-

Amendment 10 – Proposed by
the Constitution Revision Commission: State and Local Government
Structure and Operation would have the
state’s legislative session start in January rather than March in even-numbered years. It would create a
counter-terrorism office and make the
state veterans affairs department constitutionally required. It would prohibit
counties from abolishing certain local
offices ie. Sheriff, tax collector, property
appraiser, supervisor of elections, and
clerk of the circuit court as well as require they be elective offices. Supported by Florida TaxWatch and the
League of Women Voters. Opposed by
the Republican GOP and the Democratic
Party. Florida Chamber took no stand.

Amendment 12 – Proposed by
the Constitution Revision Commission: Lobbying and Abuse of Office
by Public Officers would bar public officials from lobbying both during their
terms and for six years following, and
restrict current public officers from
using their office for personal gain.
Supported by the Republican GOP.
Opposed by the Democratic Party,
Florida Chamber and Florida
TaxWatch. The League of Women Voters took no stand.

Amendment 13 – Proposed by
the Constitution Revision Commission: Ban on Wagering on Dog
Races would prohibit parimutuel operations from racing greyhounds or any
other dogs for wagering. The measure
would authorize the Florida State Legislature to specify civil or criminal penalties for violating the amendment.
Supported by the Democratic Party
and the League of Women Voters. Opposed by Republican GOP, Florida
Chamber of Commerce and Florida
TaxWatch. ■

Amendment 5 – Proposed by
Constitution Revision Commission: Super-majority Vote Required to
Impose, Authorize, or Raise State Taxes
or Fees would require a two-thirds
super-majority vote in the Legislature to
impose, approve or raise state taxes and

The website for the non-partisan TaxWatch Voter Guide is
http://www.floridataxwatch.org/library/2018voterguide.
The Florida League of Women Voters can be found at
www.lwvfl.org/amendments.
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Indiantown moves forward despite bumpy path
ndiantown residents bristle when
compared to any other place, because Indiantown is … well, it's Indiantown. It is unlike any other place.
Less about the sparsely populated
open spaces, or its young, diverse population reflecting a cultural heritage of indigenous tribes, migrant workers,
ranchers and farmers, or FPL's dominant presence on its horizon, than it is
an attitude.
In fact, in a preliminary survey of
residents in September, they described
their number-one attribute as “a sense
of community.” They have grit, they
stick together and they know it.
Their sense of independence took
hold long before they sought to incorporate into Florida's newest municipality
Jan. 1, 2018, which was born of frustration with a county government deemed
unresponsive to their needs.
As much as they had planned,
though, and as carefully as they had chosen a transition team – which included
retired city manager Paul Nicoletti of
Stuart – and as confident they were
about seating their first village council,
they still had major hurdles to overcome.
A divisiveness spawned by a heated
campaign and the challenges of operating a village for nearly three months
without having authority even to open a
checking account led to more than a few
awkward moments on the dais.
Indiantown's new mayor, Susan
Gibbs Thomas, who led the opposition
to Indiantown's incorporation but ran
for office “to make sure it's done right,”
found herself more than once reminding
village council members and the citizens
who attend the meetings of their common purpose.
“It's important to remember that all of
us here love Indiantown,” she said. “We
all want what's best for Indiantown. We
can disagree on what to do and how to
get there, but in the end, we're all wanting the same things for Indiantown.”
Although they had feasibility studies
and a charter already in place prior to
their official beginning Jan. 1, 2017, the
requirements for running a city – even
as small as 6,000 people – meant accepting others' opinions and directions
with little to no background in making
judgments about government processes
– and getting used to the fact that Sunshine laws prevent discussion among
council members.
There was no roadmap to follow. Just
their instincts and Nicoletti's advice, who
served as interim village attorney until
September, when the council hired Wade
Voss of Winter Park, Fla. The council interviewed three candidates, who had been
previously vetted by a committee comprising Nicoletti, Stuart City Attorney Michael
Mortell, and Martin County Commissioner Harold Jenkins, who attends nearly
every village council meeting.

diantown transition team. They've also
entered negotiations for a grant program with FPL, which was hit with a
$700,000 increase in its tangible personal property tax on materials being
stored in Indiantown after the village's
incorporation.

I

WORK BEGINS ON COMP PLAN

The Indiantown Village Council meets in the Indiantown Civic Center.

VILLAGE SETS UP OPERATIONS
Nicoletti retired a second time in September; however, the staff now included
his former special assistant and Stuart's
former Community Redevelopment Director, Theresa Lamar-Sarno as interim
village manager, and Stuart's former
City Clerk, Cherie White, to serve as Village Clerk.
All the positions are contract positions, which eliminates the need for the
village to provide health insurance and
retirement benefits, in addition to salary
and expenses.
The leader of the Indiantown Independence movement, Scott Watson, who
attends every village council meeting –
which are the second and fourth Thursdays each month, except on holidays –
commented often that the “skies opened
up and dropped Paul Nicoletti into our
laps,” he said. “He was the right person
at the right time, and I, for one, thank
God for his help.”
The village office is being provided
by the Clerk of the Court Carolyn Timmann in the Indiantown Branch of the
county's administrative offices, which is
open two days a week.
The mayor's initiative to have an office open five days a week led to LamarSarno's decision not to apply for the
permanent village manager position, she
said. A search currently is being conducted by Dan Kleman, a retired city
manager and senior advisor for the
Florida City and County Managers Association.
Shortly before Nicoletti retired as interim manager, he told the council
members “now you know what you don't
know,” but added that he was confident
in their success.
BENCHMARKS ACHIEVED
As they round the corner to their first
anniversary, they have negotiated the interlocal agreements with Martin County
to continue park maintenance, and fire
and police protection, and assumed responsibility for an independent building

department, the village's roads and
stormwater management.
They established a budget, raising
the millage rate slightly in order to build
reserves, without knowing exactly what
their revenues would be – spawning the
creation of the Indiantown Taxpayers
Association to keep an eye on taxes.
CenterState Bank supplied $500,000
as a line of credit so they could begin to
operate, which will be paid back in 2019,
as will the $50,000 that Martin County
paid Nicoletti to serve on the In-

The council also named a committee of
volunteers to work with contracted urban
planner Bonnie Landry to write Indiantown's first Comprehensive Growth
Management Plan, and the “findings of
necessity” to submit to the state as the
first step in creating their own Community Redevelopment Agency.
The village hosted two sessions on
code enforcement rules on Oct. 22, one
in English and one in Spanish, identified
early as a major need by several communities. The code enforcement template
originally considered for adoption was
the same as Stuart's, which would have
trucks larger than half-ton from residential communities.
“This is not Stuart,” said Greg
Flewelling at a September meeting, “and
if you try to pass that here, you'll have a
war on your hands.” The Village of Indiantown will have its own code enforcement rules. ■
--Barbara Clowdus

Craft Fair
KinDoo Family Center

Gifts Made with Love
in Time for Christmas



Boo Boo Rice Bags
Tooth Fairy Tooth Holders
Tote Bags • Head Bands
Lots of Surprise Gifts!

Friday and Saturday
Nov. 16-17
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. both days

KinDoo Family Center
14557 SW 174 Court, Indiantown

22
Friday-Sunday,
Nov. 2-4
Stuart Air Show
The annual Stuart Air Show kicks off Friday, Nov. 2 from 5-9 p.m., and continues
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 3 and 4 from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Base location is Martin
County Airport Witham Field, 1895 S.E.
Flying Fortress Lane, Stuart. Planned are
performances by nationally known performers and historical static displays, on
Saturday and Sunday, of aircraft and vehicles. Presale tickets may be bought online or at Southern Pig & Cattle in Stuart;
Martin County Dunkin Donuts; Chick-fil-A
in Stuart and Jensen Beach; and Bob's
Barber Shop in Stuart. Tickets ($115) for
Dirty Flight Suit Party (VIP event) on Friday, 5-10 p.m., are available online only.
Details: https://stuartairshow.com/

Saturday, Nov. 3
Miniature Golf
Tournament
A Miniature Golf Tournament to benefit
Southeast Florida Honor Flight will be
Saturday, Nov. 3 at 76 Golf World/Family Fun Center, 6801 Kanner Highway,
Stuart. Cost: $25 per person. Nontournament, full access to park for two
hours: $35 per person (includes minigolf, go-carts, bumper cars and other
attractions, along with food-and-drink
coupon). For tournament and two-hour
full access: $50 per person. Sign-in:
8:30 a.m.; shotgun start: 9 a.m. Full
access opens following tournament or
approximately 10:30 a.m. Awards, raffle and silent auction follows tournament. Email sharon@nopockets.com
or go to www.honorflightsefl.com.

Saturday, Nov. 3
Dixie Longate show
Dixie Longate brings her one-woman, interactive show, "Not Your Grandmother's
Tupperware Party,” to the Kane Center,
900 S.E. Salerno Road, Stuart on Saturday, Nov. 3 at 5 p.m. Tupperware will be
available for purchase after the show.
Cost: $15 for Kane members; $20 for
non-members. Call 772-223-7800 or go
to www.kanecenter.org.

Tuesday, Nov. 6
Native Plant Talk
Pat Faehnle, Florida Master Naturalist
and Audubon Certified Birding Naturalist,
will speak at the monthly meeting of the
Florida Native Plant Society, on Tuesday,
Nov. 6 from 6:30-8 p.m., at the Wolf HighTechnology Center, Indian River State College Chastain Campus, 2400 S.E. Salerno
Road, Stuart. FREE. His topic will be
Aquascaping for Backyards. His lecture is
part of a series of public talks focused on
landscaping with native plants. For more
information, call 321-271-6702.

What 'n Where
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Wednesday, Nov. 7
'On Point'

Saturday, Nov. 10
Kane Craft Fair

Volunteers in Medicine Clinic will host the next "On Point" event, featuring
Beth Gaskin, provost at Indian River State College’s Chastain Campus, on
Wednesday, Nov. 7 at 5:30 p.m. at Vine & Barley, 301 S.W. St. Lucie Ave., Stuart. Tickets: $5 in advance; $10 at the door. Volunteers in Medicine Clinic,
417 S.E. Balboa Ave., Stuart provides free, comprehensive medical care to
uninsured Martin County residents. Individuals must have an income of
$24,280 or less to qualify. The clinic is at 417 S.E. Balboa Ave., Stuart. Call
772-463-4128 or go to vimclinic.net.

Kane Center, 900 S.E. Salerno Road, Stuart will
host the second annual Kane Craft Fair on Saturday, Nov. 10, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. FREE admission. A variety of local craft vendors and food
for sale will be featured. No RSVP necessary.
For more information, call 772-223-7800.

Thursday, Nov. 8
Curators & Cocktails
A season of Curators & Cocktails kicks off Thursday, Nov, 8, from 5:307:30 p.m. with the Cars of Cuba at the Elliott Museum, 825 N.E. Ocean
Blvd., Stuart. Cost: $35 per person. Includes lecture, wines & beers and
gourmet hors d'oeuvres. Future programs are Jan. 10, Feb. 14 and March
14. This program is in conjunction with the museum's exhibit, Octane &
Opulence II: Gentlemen Prefer Race Cars in the Changing Exhibitions
Gallery. RSVP at 772-225-1961, email RSVP@elliottmuseum.org or sign up
at www.elliottmuseum.org.

Thursday, Nov. 8
Audubon Talk at Blake Library
Julie Wraithmell, Florida Audubon executive director, will speak at the
Blake Library, 2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart on Thursday, Nov. 8 from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Joining Audubon in 2005, Wraithmell led statewide conservation and wildlife policy initiatives, built Audubon Florida’s coastal conservation program, coordinated Audubon’s response to the Deepwater
Horizon disaster, and helped secure millions in funding for protecting
Florida’s land and water resources. In 2015, she received the Callison
Award, National Audubon Society’s highest staff honor. Prior to Audubon,
Wraithmell served eight years as a biologist at the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission. FREE. Call 772-288-2637.

Friday, Nov. 9
Cult Classic at Lyric

Sunday, Nov. 11
Veterans Day Parade to
Honor Those Who Served
The annual Veterans Day Parade and
Ceremony in
downtown Stuart will be Sunday, Nov. 11,
from 10 a.m. to
noon. Take part in this annual event and
honor those who served or continue to serve
in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Monday, Nov. 12
Wings of Hope Luncheon
& Silent Auction
The Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary hosts
the Wings of Hope Luncheon & Silent Auction,
an annual event to raise awareness and support for the Salvation Army’s programs, including Compassion House. This year’s event at
Piper’s Landing Yacht & Country Club, 6160
S.W. Thistle Terrace, Palm City, on Monday,
Nov. 12 at 10:30 a.m., features guest speaker
Kelley Dunn, coanchor at WPTV Newschannel
5. Tickets: $125. Go to give.salvationarmyflorida.org/WingsofHope.

“Donnie Darko,” a 2001 science fiction movie, now considered a cult classic, will be shown Friday, Nov. 9, at 4 and 8 p.m. at the Lyric Theatre, 85
N.W. Flagler Ave., Stuart. Tickets are $10 per person. The R-rated movie
stars Jake Gyllenhall, Drew Barrymore, Noah Wyle and Patrick Swayze.
Call 772-286-7827.

Saturday, Nov. 10
Rockabilly USA Car & Bike Show
Rockabilly USA Car & Bike Show, with the theme of Saluting Our Veterans, will be Saturday, Nov. 10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Pirates Cove Resort & Marina, 4307 S.E. Bayview St., Stuart. Featured will be hot rods
and bikes, vendors, music and food. Also planned is a Pin Up/Bikini
Contest where 20 girls will be chosen per category - Miss Teen Rockabilly
USA 2018 - under 17; Miss Rockabilly USA 2018 (adult); Miss Retro
Swimwear (adult). Admission: FREE. Go to
https://www.facebook.com/events/676150032765898/

Saturday, Nov. 10
Superhero Smash!/Children's Ball 2018
The Children's Museum of the Treasure Coast, 1707 N.E. Indian River Drive,
Jensen Beach will host Superhero Smash/Children's Ball 2018 on Saturday,
Nov. 10, 6 to 9 p.m., Kid-friendly and adult buffets will be featured as well
as an adult bar. Costumes are strongly encouraged while youngsters duel at
game stations and take part in high energy entertainment and activities.
Tickets: $25 for children; $35 for adults. Call 772-225-7575, ext. 202 or email
activities@childrensmuseumtc.org.

Thursday, Nov. 15
Florida Watercolor
Society Artists Reception
An Artists Reception for the Florida Watercolor Society 2018 Traveling Show will be
Thursday, Nov. 15, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., at the Elliott Museum, 825 N.E. Ocean Blvd., Stuart.
More than 35 of the paintings included in the
FWS Annual Exhibition at the ArtCenter Manatee in Bradenton will be featured locally. Additional works by FWS members who were
selected for the 47th Annual Exhibition and
who live locally will be featured. Weekly watercolor painting demonstrations by Robin Lee
Makowski will be most Tuesdays from 1-3
p.m. For details, call 772-225-1961.
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What 'n Where
Saturday, Nov. 17
3rd Saturday Gourmet

Thursday, Nov. 15
2018 One Martin
Farm City Luncheon
& Speakers Panel
One Martin Farm, Martin County Farm
Bureau and the Economic Council of
Martin is sponsoring an event celebrating the mutual partnerships between
farm producers and urban residents
during Farm City Week. The 2018 One
Martin Farm City Luncheon & Speakers Panel. will be Thursday, Nov. 15,
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at Kai-Kai
Farms, 8006 S.W. Kanner Highway, Indiantown. For details on the luncheon,
call Melissa Zolla at 772-287-5272 or
email melissa@fireflyforyou.com.

Thursday, Nov. 15
Bingo Italian Night
Bingo Italian Night is Thursday, Nov.
15 at St. Luke's Episcopal Church,
5150 S.E. Railway Avenue, Cove Road
at Old Dixie Highway, Port Salerno.
Doors open at 5 p.m.; dinner is at 5:30
p.m.; Bingo begins at 6:30 p.m. Cost of
$10 includes a Bingo card and a pasta
dinner with salad and dessert. Beer
and wine will be available for a donation along with the purchase of additional cards and specials.
For more information, call 772-2865455 or go to www.stlukesfl.org.

A variety of food trucks and craft vendors are on hand for the 3rd Saturday
Gourmet on Saturday, Nov. 17 from 5-9 pm., at downtown Hobe Sound
11766 S.E. Dixie Highway. FREE admission. The event, which runs monthly
from September through May (except December) will feature many local establishments participating with extended hours, sales, specials, door prizes
and more. For more information, call Hobe Sound Chamber of Commerce at
772-546-4724.

Tuesday, Nov. 20
M.I.S.S. 19th Annual Community
Thanksgiving
The M.I.S.S. 19th Annual Community Thanksgiving will be Tuesday, Nov.
20, 4 to 9 p.m., at Martin County Fairgrounds, 2616 S.E. Dixie Highway, Stuart. FREE. Featured will be children's activities, D.J. King Soloman playing
oldies, rhythm & blues, rock, salsa, blues and gospel. Thanksgiving blessing
will be given by pastor Sylvia Taylor. Call 772-781-4063.

Friday, Nov. 23
Christmas on Main Street
The annual Christmas on Main Street Tree Lighting Festival will be Friday,
Nov. 23 from 4 to 7 p.m., at City Hall Annex parking lot and Riverwalk Stage,
300 S.W. St. Lucie Avenue, Stuart. Featured will be "a capella" music by the
Celebration Singers, a performance by Martin County Tigerettes, and familyfriendly activities. Featured will be do-it-yourself Santa photos with Santa
and Mrs. Claus, an ornament decorating station for youngsters, face painting
and balloon art, a "living manager" petting zoo. Just after sunset the lights go
on the official Downtown Stuart Holiday Tree. Call 772-286-2848.
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Saturday, Dec. 1
Hobe Sound Christmas
Parade & Craft Stroll
Come to Hobe Sound early to enjoy the Craft
Stroll along Dixie Highway just south of Bridge
Road trom 10am until 3pm. At 1 p.m., the
33rd Annual Hobe Sound Christmas Parade
begins, led by the
Martin County Sheriff’s Office, followed
by dignitaries, vintage cars, floats,
marchers, trucks,
school bands and
much more. DancenSound will entertain the crowd
with holiday music
as you wait for
the parade to
begin. Of course,
Mr. & Mrs Santa
Clause will arrive in Hobe Sound with
the Christmas Parade! Put on your favorite
holiday shirt or Santa hat, grab a chair and
meet your friends and neighbors at the 33rd
Annual Hobe Sound Christmas Parade!

Nov. 29-Dec. 2
2018 Singing
Christmas Tree
Hobe Sound Ministries, 11295 Gomez Avenue will present the 22nd Annual Singing
Christmas Tree from Thursday, Nov 29
through Sunday, Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. each
evening. Doors open at 6 p.m. FREE. This
event, attended last year by over 8,000 people, will feature 75 singers in a lighted
Christmas tree of thousands of lights, a 25piece orchestra, a children's choir and a
drama cast of 50. Call 772-546-5696 or go to
www.hobesoundsingingtree.com.

Nov. 16, 17 & 18
Jensen Beach
Pineapple Festival
It's FREE this
year! The 30th
annual Jensen
Beach Pineapple Festival
will be Friday,
Nov. 16, 6-11 p.m.; Saturday, Nov. 17, 10
a.m. to 11 p.m.; and Sunday, Nov. 18, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., in downtown Jensen
Beach. Art and craft show will be Saturday, Nov. 17, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sunday,
Nov. 18 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Unlimited
ride wristbands: $20. Musical artists are
Chloe Silvers, Friday at 6 p.m.; Rezen8
Band, Saturday at 2 p.m.; Daryl Magill,
Sunday at noon; and Southern Discomfort, Saturday at 5 p.m. Reserved seating for concerts is available for $10 per
show. Parking is within walking distance.
Large public parking lot is directly north
of festival site on Indian River Drive and
Pineapple Avenue. Call 772-334-3444
or go to www.pineapplefestival.info.

Nov. 25-Dec. 1
Festival of Trees & Lights
Tykes & Teens is hosting a weeklong series of events for the 11th anniversary of the Festival of Trees & Lights, Nov. 25-Dec. 1 at Flagler Place, 201
S.W. Flagler Ave., Stuart. The festival is open for FREE on Family Day, Sunday, Nov. 25, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. On Monday, Nov. 26, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. will
be the Tree and Wreath Judging and Joy to the Girls Cocktail Party. Tickets:
$45 through Nov. 23; $55 at the door. A Champagne Tea is Wednesday, Nov.
28, 3-5 p.m. Tickets: $45 through Nov. 24; $55 at the door. VIP Cocktail Party
and Live Auction will be Friday, Nov. 30 from 6-8 p.m. Tickets: $125. Breakfast with Santa is on Saturday, Dec. 1, 8:30-10:30 a.m. Breakfast: FREE. The
event is also open during the week, Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. for FREE. Call 772-220-3439 or go to www.tykesandteens.org.

Sunday, Dec. 2
10th Anniversary
"Holiday Home Tour"
The GFWC Woman's Club of Stuart will have
its 10th Anniversary “Holiday Home Tour," on
Sunday, Dec. 2. Participants can view six of
our area’s homes decorated for the holidays.
Homes can be toured by car or by VIP buses.
After the tour, participants are invited to a
wine and cheese reception at the Clubhouse.
Polly Pharo, founding chair of the Stuart
Woman’s Club’s annual Holiday Home Tour, is
being recognized as honorary chair. General
tickets: $45 per person. Bus tickets: $75 per
person. or tickets, call 630-247-9431 (general
tickets) or 630-632-5667 (bus tickets).
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Martin County Moment

Take your mind to
a happy place with
kids and trucks!
Take a break from all those nasty election flyers to
spend a happier moment at the Touch-A-Truck
event sponsored by the Early Learning Coalition of
Indian River, Martin and Okeechobee Counties in
April. Big trucks and strange-looking vehicles, exhibits, cool craft tables puts lots of smiles on the
faces of youngsters of all ages – including moms,
dads and granddads! Although the event raises
money to support the ELC's mission in support of
school readiness and voluntary pre-kindergarten
services in the three-county area, it's also a lowcost, fun family event the first weekend each April.
Watch for it this spring!
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