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Eliminating the county's partial
funding of some non-profits got a
reprieve for the 2017 budget – with

a promise by Chair Anne Scott last
spring to revisit the issue again during
budget hearings next year. 

The county's policy toward continu-
ing its nominal building-lease policy for
nonprofits, however, may end prior by
the 2018 budget year.

“We can't do anything about it this
year, because of how the leases are writ-
ten,” said Commissioner Ed Fielding, dur-
ing the August 16 county commission
meeting, “but maybe we can by next year.”

During various commission meet-
ings over the past six months, Commis-
sioners Fielding, Anne Scott and Sarah
Heard have criticized the practice of
providing unused county property to
nonprofits, revealing their intent
through comments that range from
Heard's declaration that she's “tired of
picking winners and losers,” to Scott's,
“The county needs a tightly written
lease policy,” and on August 16, Field-
ing saying that the leases are “All bad.” 

Often disagreeing with the commission
majority in regard to ending or severely re-
stricting support to nonprofits are Com-
missioners John Haddox and Doug Smith,
both of whom have spoken in support of
continuing what they consider to be “in-
vestments” in the county's nonprofits. 

They continued their advocacy dur-
ing the Aug. 16 meeting, during which

Jeff Dougherty, county real property
manager, presented a new county lease
policy divided into five categories of
leases, including one for the airport,
non-profits and the county as lessee.
Dougherty also devised a rating system
for nonprofits. 

“I think having a framework (for leas-
ing) is good,” Haddox continued, “but
we've got to leave room in there for five
county commissioners to do what they're
paid to do, and that's to make the deci-
sions based on their best judgment and
common sense.” 

He also questioned how the county
could realistically measure the value of
non-profits' contributions to the county's
quality of life, referring particularly to
the Treasure Coast Rowing Club as an
example of a public-nonprofit partner-
ship that ordinarily would be a Parks
and Recreation Department function,
just as the county provides and main-
tains soccer, baseball, lacrosse and soft-
ball fields, providing coaches, equipment
and training in return for a lease.

In addition to the Rowing Club,
other affected organizations include the
Children's Museum, the YMCA, the U.S.
Sailing Center, the Martin County Arts
Council, Florida Oceanographic Society,
the Treasure Coast Rowing Club, the
Martin County Fair, the Maritime Mu-
seum and 9 others. 

Scott seems to favor Fielding's recom-
mendation of either charging “market”

lease rates for the buildings that the non-
profits themselves renovated – in some
cases spending millions of dollars – or to
sell the buildings to the non-profits at
current appraised values, many of which
are waterfront properties. She has often
criticized the Martin County Fair's $20
annual lease rate, although dozens of
other non-profit organizations also use
the fairgrounds for events or staging
areas at no charge.

Fielding and Heard also questioned
the high number of leases
in Martin County, as com-
pared to surrounding
counties that all have fewer
than six leases with non-
profits, including Miami-
Dade County. Haddox
countered that a more rele-
vant statistic is the value of
the community services
that the county would have to provide
if non-profits were not providing
them, which he said he “suspects is a
low number” per capita in Martin
County, as compared to other counties.

The “value” of non-profits' contribu-
tions to Martin County's quality of life
also was questioned by Commissioner
Doug Smith, who considers non-profits
“an industry wrapped around non-prof-
its” that provides immeasurable returns
to residents, pointing again to the Treas-
ure Coast Rowing Club.

“We have a world-class facility that of-

fers world-class training and gives our
kids world-class opportunities to be ex-
posed to world-class institutions of higher
ed,” Smith said. “I don't know how you
EVER place a value on what this means to
us as a community or as a county.”

In a survey of the state's 67 counties,
all except Hillsborough County, fol-
lowed state statutes rather than having a
separate countywide leasing policy, and
most leases were handled by adminis-
trative staff. Heard complained that

Dougherty's policy “gives commission-
ers less control, not more control.” 

Dougherty was directed to clarify
some points, expound on others, compile
of list of all non-profits in the county and
their mission “to prevent overlapping
services” when evaluating them, and to
determine the value of the buildings
and/or property currently occupied,
then return in September with a final pol-
icy based on the commission's direction.

Scott called Dougherty's work a
“good first step toward a policy, but
we're not there yet.” ■

EDITOR 
BARBARA CLOWDUS
editor@MartinCountyCurrents.com

ADVERTISING
advertising@MartinCountyCurrents.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
calendar@MartinCountyCurrents.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS
subscriptions@MartinCountyCurrents.com

cuRRentsMartin County

PUBLISHER -- Barbara Clowdus PRINTER -- Southeast Offset, Inc.
WEBSITE -- Sonic Fish, LLC GRAPHIC DESIGN -- Simone Fong
A monthly newspaper, Martin County Currents LLC is distributed free throughout the county.
All opinions are those of its authors, and letters to the editor are encouraged. Contact information:
Martin County Currents LLC, Stuart, FL 34997. www.MartinCountyCurrents.com.
editor@martincountycurrents.com. 772.245.6564.

Martin County Currents
August/September 2016 News Feature 3

FREE ELECTRONIC SUBSCRIPTIONS -- Go to www.MartinCountyCurrents.com
and click on "Subscriptions." Look for distributed copies at all Martin County public libraries;
Chambers of Commerce at Indiantown, Stuart, Hobe Sound, Palm City and Jensen Beach; and at
diners, grocery stores, pharmacies and in lobbies and waiting rooms throughout Martin County.

County's support of non-profits in future jeopardy

'I don't know how you EVER
place a value on what this
means to us as a community 
or as a county.'

— Commissioner Doug Smith



Door left open, again,
for Pitchford's to
refile claim vs county
District Court Judge Shields McManus
dismissed the suit by Reily Enterprises
LLC (Pitchford's Landing) against Martin
County on August 17, but left the door
open once again for the suit to be refiled.
According to court records, Reily Enter-
prises' attorneys have 20 days to refile.

McManus ruled previously April 6 to
dismiss the Pitchford's Landing case
against the county, but rejected the
county's argument that a Planned Unit
Development zoning agreement is not a
contract.

Reily's amended complaint stated
that the county's Land Development
Regulations that were in place at the
time the Master Site Plan was approved
by the county (in 2007) should take
precedence when considering the pro-
ject's Final Site Plan, that the plan com-
plied with the Comprehensive Growth

Management Plan (in 2015), and that the
only differences between the final and
the master site plans were those changes
re-quired to satisfy the county's require-
ments, according to court records.

The county's approval of the Pitch-
ford's redevelopment of an 158-unit RV
park on 17.7 acres in Jensen Beach, be-
tween Skyline Drive and Indian River
Drive, into a mix of 83 units of Key
West-styled single-family homes and
two-story condominiums survived a
court challenge in 2008 by residents of
Jensen Beach, known as The Jensen
Group, led by attorney Ginny Sherlock. 

The redevelopment project was fur-
ther delayed by other suits and counter-
suits between Reily Enterprises and The
Jensen Group, represented by Sherlock,
that were settled during the height of
the economic recession, qualifying the
project in 2009 for both state and county
development timetable extensions. 

When Reily Enterprises filed for their
Final Site Plan approval in 2013, the for-
mer members of the Jensen Group and

Sherlock re-launched their complaints
during commission meetings, until
Commissioner Anne Scott called for the
county attorney to investigate breach
proceedings against Pitchford's Landing
during the summer of 2014.

Six months later, Senior Assistant
County Attorney Krista Storey reported

to commissioners that Pitchford's Land-
ing had not breached its agreements,
and that the project was “in full compli-
ance.” The Growth Management staff in
July 2015, however, recommended de-
nial of the project due to a number of is-
sues the staff said did not comply with
the Comp Plan. ■

The county's entire economic develop-
ment fund got axed and the Community
Development Areas took a big hit to
avoid a millage rate increase on real
property in 2017, but taxes will go up
anyway due to rising property values and
increases in some of the taxing districts,
such as school board.

Most county employees also will get a
two-percent salary adjustment, or a one-
time payment of $1,000, whichever is
greater. Commissioner John Haddox told
County Administrator Taryn Kryzda that
the lowest-paid firefighters “locked in
Step One” for several years, although
bound by a union contract under negoti-
ation for the past18 months, also “needs
to be addressed immediately.”

The Board of County Commissioners
cleaned out half a million dollars from
the economic development fund and re-
duced funds to the CRAs by $825,000 at
the end of the third day of budget hear-
ings on July 22. The move was to avoid
the less-than-one-percent increase in the

millage rate proposed by County Admin-
istrator Taryn Kryzda in July to cover an
additional $1.8 million needed to satisfy
the county's tentative budget demands.

Although Commissioner Ed Fielding
moved to eliminate all funding immedi-
ately for economic development, he was
unable to convince two other commis-
sioners to follow his lead.

“We committed $135,000 from the
economic fund (to the Business Devel-
opment Board to extend their contract
by six months),” Scott said, adding that
the board could reconsider whether to
fund a new contract at the time that the
BDB presents the contract to the BOCC. 

“If it's an equitable contract,” she
said, “and worthy, and we want to
renew their contract, we'll consider then
how we'll fund it.”

The county – at the direction of a pre-
vious board – sets aside $1 million annu-
ally from taxes paid by FPL to be used
only for economic development, which
this board chose to reallocate partially to

inlet dredging, leaving $500 million for
other economic development activities
each year in an Economic Trust Fund.
The balance in the fund for 2017 will
now be zero.

The commission majority of Scott, Ed
Fielding and Sarah Heard also voted to
move the $325,000 in health care re-
serves back into the general fund, cap-
ping health insurance at last year's
levels; however, Kryzda had set aside
sufficient unspent monies in this year's
budget to offset an increase in health in-
surance costs for employees in 2017.

Scott also requested that the $44,000
left unspent in District 3 funds from the
previous commissioner's discretionary
funds go to the general fund; however,
since those monies came from her dis-
trict, she was required to move them
into the Hobe Sound Community Rede-
velopment Area trust fund.

Budget Manager Jennifer Manning
presented the Non-Departmental
budget, which was the last item of the

budget to be considered, and required
the lengthiest discussion. All the other
departmental budgets had been ap-
proved as presented to the commission,
with the exception of the Library's
budget, which was increased by $90,000
to facilitate opening the Blake Library
on Sundays at the suggestion of Com-
missioner Doug Smith. 

The fund for aiding private charita-
ble organizations was capped at
$600,000 to include all that received
grants in 2016, except Volunteers in
Medicine, which asked for a $200,000
grant and was approved.

Manning and a team of county em-
ployees developed a scoring system for
awarding grants, which Scott said was
“a good step in the right direction,” but
in her opinion still needed more work.

The tentative total millage rate, in-
cluding those of the MSTUs for
schools, fire, etc., adopted for 2017 is
9.3936. The final adoption hearing will
be in September. ■
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Commissioners chop CRA, economic funding

Walking across Martin County

With little fanfare, Commissioner Doug Smith took off on foot across Martin County in July,
walking in sections, until he had crossed the entire county with a walk of about 58 miles. Res-
idents snapped pictures of him, and he snapped photos for his Facebook account. "You get
a whole new perspective of how special a place Martin County and its people truly are," he
said. "You also find out how many of our sidewalks have missing links!"
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Martin County com-
missioners Anne
Scott, Ed Fielding

and Sarah Heard may have to
go to court in September in
the public records trial that
county attorneys have been
trying to get postponed.

Scott's undisclosed private
email account and emails
from Maggy Hurchalla,
whom Lake Point is suing for
alleged interfence with their contracts
with Martin County and the South
Florida Management District, were
grounds cited by District Court Judge
Shields McManus in April to toss out his
previous finding that Martin County,
along with Commissioners Sarah Heard
and Ed Fielding, had not violated public
records laws. 

On June 17, he ordered that a new
public records trial be held prior to the
end of this year; however, the main trial
in Lake Point's breach of contract suit
against Martin County and the South
Florida Water Management Distrct and
Hurchalla, previously scheduled for
mid-September, has been postponed
until after Jan. 1, 2017, opening up the
September docket.

Lake Point contends that Maggy
Hurchalla had corresponded secretly
with commissioners, providing them
with false information in order to per-
suade them to shut down the Lake Point
operation. Scott called for the mining
operation to be “shut down immedi-
ately,” during the Jan. 8, 2013, meeting;
however, the commission directed the
staff to issue citations as a housing de-
velopment, rather than recognizing it as
a mining operation, and did not vote to
shut down the operation.

Lake Point filed a public records re-
quest in February and again in March
2013 to seek all of the commissioners'
correspondence with Hurchalla refer-
encing Lake Point from both public and
private email accounts presumably to
use as evidence in their lawsuit against
Hurchalla. 

The county's IT department uncov-
ered previously undisclosed emails be-
tween Scott and Hurchalla in March of
this this year.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS
The postponement of the main trial came
after the SFWMD filed counterclaims
against Lake Point for breach of contract,
alleging that the mining company had
not turned over ownership of the about
1,100 acres of land near Indiantown to
the water district as agreed upon.

Lake Point contends in court records
that it is prevented from transferring
ownership to SFWMD because of  Mar-
tin County's failure to revoke its devel-
opment order on the property, designed
for a housing development, which the
county contends still applies to the
property and under which the county
levied violations and fines in 2013. 

Lake Point also contends that it had
obtained all state permits for mining as

was agreed upon and was des-
ignated a water restoration
project by the state DEP, thus is
exempt from the county's de-
velopment rules.

In July, District Court Judge
Shields McManus agreed with
SFWMD that its agreement
with Lake Point did not include
a water-supply business, thus
reducing the anticipated length
of the trial by one week, and

eliminating the loss of Lake Point's
water-supply business in their claims for
damages.

McManus disagreed with Martin
County attorneys, however, that Lake
Point was not a party to the county's in-
terlocal agreement with SFWMD, calling
it “unjust” to rule otherwise.

“The name Lake Point is littered
throughout the agreement,” he said

during court testimony. “Without ques-
tion, Lake Point – if not a party to the
agreement – is no less than a third-party
beneficiary.”

IT IS NOT A SLAPP SUIT
Attorney Virginia Sherlock, although she
failed for the fourth time in June to prove
to McManus that Lake Point's lawsuit
against Hurchalla is what she calls a
Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Partici-
pation (a SLAPP suit), now the county's
attorneys will argue to have the court
dismiss the charges against Hurchalla.
They have asked for a final summary
judgment based on affidavits filed by for-
mer SFWMD officials that Hurchalla's
comments had not influenced them.

Court-ordered mediation took place
between Lake Point and Martin County
attorneys on July 14; however, no settle-
ment agreement was announced. ■

Commissioner John Haddox, who served
for nearly four years on the Southeast
Florida Coast Oceans Task Force, recog-
nized the potential for recruiting coun-
ties south of Martin in efforts to
eliminate Lake Okeechobee discharges,
which damage not only the St. Lucie es-
tuary, but Florida's reefs. 

After the Task Force made their rec-
ommendations to the state's Depart-
ment of Environmental protection for a
national ocean policy – which included
eliminating all polluted outfalls to the
ocean – he saw the opportunity to add
the clout of six million people to Mar-
tin County's own efforts to influence
the state and federal legislatures to in-

crease storage south of the Lake.
“We had an excellent group of peo-

ple working together,” Haddox said, “it
just made sense for us to continue our
work (after the task force sunsetted)
since we have common objectives. We
now will be able to add the clout from
the six million people south of us in our
effort to stop discharges and to build
more storage south of the Lake.”

The group includes state, county, and
city officials and key stakeholders from
Martin, Broward, Palm Beach and
Miami-Dade counties. Haddox is chair
of the group, which will continue to
meet regularly to form strategy and an
action plan. ■

Commissioner John Haddox, center, recently founded a new organization, Coastal Forum Task
Force, which met recently at the Morgade Library in Stuart to discuss a coordinated effort
among coastal counties south of Martin County to stop Lake Okeechobee discharges. Ad-
dressing the group is Ken Burns, Phd., PE, director of the Broward County Environmental Plan-
ning and Community Resilience Division

Getting help to stop discharges
from the counties south of MartinA federal ruling allows

county's case against
AAF to proceed
A federal judge ruled in August on a suit
filed in April 2015 that Martin and Indian
River counties had proved “standing” in
their case against All Aboard Florida and
the U.S. Department of Transportation,
which allows them to continue to fight
the Brightline passenger rail plans on en-
vironmental and historic preservation is-
sues that could disrupt their funding. 

County Attorney Michael Durham
said it “could take years” before the case
actually proceeds to trial, but in the
meantime, the deadline to sell the $1.75
million billion in Private Activity Bonds

expires Jan. 1, 2017. The county's attor-
neys convinced federal Judge Christo-
pher Cooper that without the funding,
AAF could not proceed with a viable
project for Phase II of the project, which
will run 16 passenger trains round-trip
daily on double-tracked FEC lines from
West Palm Beach to Orlando.

Commissioner John Haddox con-
vinced the county commission to begin
its fight 18 months ago, setting aside
$1.3 million from the $6 million emer-
gency reserves to fund the legal fight,
monies that will be replaced this year.
Haddox equated the potential AAF
train traffic through the county and the
City of Stuart “as disruptive and de-
structive as a hurricane” to justify the
legal expenditures. ■

Reopened public records trial starting soon?

Martin County commissioners Anne Scott, Ed Fielding and Sarah
Heard may have to go to court in September in the public records trial
that county attorneys have been trying to get postponed.



Some Hobe Sound residents said
that the county commission major-
ity had ceased to listen to them or

to validate the community's vision,
which caused five civic leaders to engage
a firm with their personal funds to ex-
plore the feasibility of becoming a town. 

The objective, according to Mike
Ennis, chair of the group, is to ensure
the future protection of Hobe Sound
from unscrupulous developers. Their
boundaries are the current urban serv-
ices boundary and they will adopt the
county's Comprehensive Growth Man-
agement Plan unchanged.

“We found out what it's like to have
a county commission that does not lis-
ten,” said Ennis, “and although this
(commission) is slow growth, it could

just as well be the other way around. We
feel that the people who live here are the
ones who should have the most say as
to what happens here, and the only way
to get that is through incorporation. ...
It's a whole lot easier to be listened to if
your mayor or your councilman is your
next-door neighbor.”

In Indiantown, the dashed hopes of
Indiantown residents after the permit
application for the EcoGen biomass fa-
cility was withdrawn in July spurred In-
diantown leaders into pursuing
incorporation for its 5,000 residents.

The EcoGen project also was the ele-
phant in the room during Commissioner
Anne Scott's town hall meeting in July at
the Indiantown Civic Center. 

The plant that would burn wood to

generate electricity would have also been
a sort of  agricultural renaissance for the
Indiantown area, since it also offered an
alternative crop – non-invasive eucalyp-

tus trees – for thousands of acres of farm-
land decimated by citrus canker and no
longer supporting the citrus industry.

Residents had begun to leave at the
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Indiantown joins Hobe Sound 
to independence

First it was Hobe Sound, which announced in May
that its residents are seeking incorporation as a
separate town with its own governing body. Now 
Indiantown is on the same path to independence.

in path



end of the July Indiantown NAC meet-
ing, until Carl Frost of Kai Kai Farms
in Indiantown asked the question of
Scott that had been the topic of conver-
sation prior to the meeting, yet had not
been asked.  

“Why did EcoGen withdraw their
application?”, Frost asked. 

Residents ceased their chatter and
turned toward Scott for her answer as
the Indiantown Civic Center grew quiet.

"You will have to ask them," Scott
said, as she shrugged her shoulders.
"EcoGen pulled the plug themselves." 

She explained that the county com-
mission's “extraordinary concession”
to EcoGen officials allowed them an
early start to an expedited review
process, requiring a comprehensive
plan amendment that commissioners
seemed ready to approve, but the Eco-
Gen application was “not in compli-
ance … I can assure you, it was
nothing the commissioners did."  

In the audience was Indiantown na-
tive Kevin Powers, who said that he had
supported the EcoGen project and had
read their withdrawal letter to Scott, and
among the reasons EcoGen cited was the
hostile political climate they would have
to overcome to obtain approval. 

EcoGen officials had met with county
staff on a Thursday, which was an up-
beat, hopeful meeting with no insur-
mountable obstacles to approval, then
the following week, EcoGen received a
letter that recommended denial. 

The county had received nearly 200
pages of emails from Maggy Hurchalla,
Donna Melzer and Ginny Sherlock,
among others, objecting to the EcoGen
plan, which officials said could have
been addressed if given the opportunity. 

“Businesses cannot operate like
that,” Powers added. “A business must
be able to plan, they must have some
predictability, or they will not succeed.”

EcoGen moved its project to Okee-
chobee County, along with its estimated
$450,000 in annual tax revenue and its
$6.7 million in payroll. For Indiantown
residents, it was like “getting kicked in
the stomach,” said Brian Powers, who
led another town hall meeting a month
later to tell residents that after the Eco-
Gen withdrawal, several leaders had
met and decided to investigate the feasi-
bility of incorporation. They opted to
use the same consultant that Hobe
Sound had hired. 

“We are facing the loss of 350 jobs,”
Powers told residents. “The sale of the
Cogeneration plant alone means we lose
100 jobs in a couple of weeks. We
needed that project.”

Most residents in the room shook their
heads in agreement with Powers. “Eco-
Gen had been a gift from God,” added In-
diantown resident Thelma Waters.

After looking at Indiantown's as-
sessed property values, which total more
than $300 million, the consultants re-
ported that incorporation was feasible
and suggested moving to the next step,

which was public involvement,
including public information,
feedback, signing a petition
and raising the funds to
cover the initial expense
of attorneys.

Like Hobe Sound, In-
diantown will adopt the
“Government Lite” model,
using the taxes that residents
currently pay to the county and
to contract the county services needed,
such as fire, police, and libraries. No in-
crease in taxes will be required.

Hobe Sound has held eight public in-
formation meetings thus far, one fund-
raiser and obtained more than 1,000

signatures on a petition. They
plan to take those to Talla-

hassee next week as the
next step in the process, as
they continue to plan an-
other fund-raiser and
continue to collect signa-

tures.
Hobe Sound leaders

plan to submit the five-year
feasibility study and the Town of

Hobe Sound's charter by Dec. 1, a
deadline that Indiantown hopes to meet
as well. The state legislature must ap-
prove both their applications prior to
holding separate referendums.

“Hobe Sound is way ahead of us right

now,” Powers said, “but we also don't
need as many signatures as they do.”

Both have websites that will take sig-
natures of residents in support of put-
ting the question of incorporation on the
ballot for a vote only by those residents
who live within the town's proposed
boundaries. Both towns are aiming for a
special referendum in either August or
November 2017.

For more information on Hobe
Sound's incorporation, go to:
www.townofhobesound.com. 

For more information on Indiantown
incorporation, go to:
www.indiantown.org. ■

--Barbara Clowdus
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Letters to the Editor:

Editorial: The primary results will shape our county

Do you prefer that Martin
County be a place that's
healthy for families to settle in,

or do you prefer a place attractive only
to retirees? That's the bottom-line choice
for voters in the Board of County Com-
mission race to be decided August 30.

Look at the special-interest contribu-
tors in the District 3 County Commis-
sion race. Harold Jenkins, unlike his
opponent Anne Scott, has a range of
contributors from every socio-economic
class including the working class, and
nearly all from Martin County, where
Jenkins was raised and has grown both
a family and a business. Nearly 90 per-
cent of Scott's contributors are retirees.

Also unlike Anne Scott, who lives on
Jupiter Island, Jenkins supports eco-
nomic development, yet at the same
time has a proven history in preserving
Martin County's quality of life by fight-
ing to stop western development of
agricultural lands. 

He wants to apply the business prin-
ciples of customer service and lean effi-
ciency to government functions and
budgeting; enforce the Comprehensive
Growth Management Plan with com-
mon sense; re-establish an independent
Community Redevelopment Agency;
continue the fight against All Aboard
Florida; and work to stop Lake Okee-
chobee discharges.

Anne Scott is endorsed by former

county commissioner Donna Melzer, a
candidate for the District 5 seat, who
spent much of her first term as county
commissioner in the late '90s defending
herself in lawsuits or invoking 5th
Amendment protections against crimi-
nal charges while being investigated by
a Grand Jury for abuse of power and vi-
olations of public records laws. 

Scott also has been accused of violat-
ing public records laws, which will be
addressed in a Martin County court-
room this fall.

A man of integrity and deep roots in
Martin County, Harold Jenkins is the
choice of Martin County Currents (and
The Stuart News) for the District 3
County Commission seat.  

Incumbent John Haddox, a Navy
veteran from the Vietnam era, is consid-
ered a “moderate” commissioner and
endorsed by The Stuart News, although
he is passionate about protecting our
quality of life, about water quality, about
stopping the train, about revitalizing
our neighborhoods and creating oppor-
tunities to bring higher-paying jobs to
Martin County.

He often has said that the number-one
responsibility of a county government is
public safety and supports numerous fire
department initiatives, yet he's under at-
tack by the firefighters union leadership,
in spite of a public endorsement from

just-retired fire chief, Joe Ferrara. Fortu-
nately, Haddox has the character and in-
tegrity not to hold these unwarranted
attacks by firefighters against them later,
which earns our respect. 

Haddox founded the Coastal Ocean
Task Force to continue his work with the
counties south of Martin, leveraging the
weight of six million additional residents
to end Lake Okeechobee discharges and
to establish reef protections. Haddox, a
genuine environmentalist without a hid-
den agenda, is endorsed by noted envi-
ronmentalist Nathaniel Reed.

He will work as a full-time commis-
sioner on Martin County's multitude of
issues, something the other candidate in
the race, Ed Ciampi, cannot do. Ciampi
is an international salesman for a Palm
City firm, and although we certainly re-
spect his previous record as a commis-
sioner from 2008-2012, frankly  we've
had our fill of a part-time commissioner
who is out of town and out of reach far
too often.

Martin County Currents endorses
John Haddox as District 5 County
Commissioner.

The public record contradicts envi-
ronmental activist and District 1 com-
mission candidate Jacqui
Thurlow-Lippisch statements that she
thinks “independently.” Her actions say
otherwise. She switched her stance in

October 2014 on the issue of removing
septic tanks from the headwaters of the
Loxahatchee River following just one re-
buke by a Ginny Sherlock/Maggy Hur-
challa email. Her explanation is that it
was “not the time for a fight.”

We believe the Loxahatchee River
deserves as much “fight” as does the St.
Lucie River, and we are concerned at
the obvious control over her decisions
by attorney Virginia Sherlock and for-
mer commissioner Maggy Hurchalla,
who are working diligently to turn
Martin County into an exclusive  retire-
ment enclave.

Thurlow-Lippisch's opponent, Doug
Smith, has “a solid record,” says The
Stuart News, including founding the 16-
county coalition for water quality and
launching numerous successful lobby-
ing efforts at the state and national lev-
els to get critical Everglades project
funding -- not to mention taking the
lead during our recent algae crisis.

We think the Stuart News endorsed
Thurlow-Lippsich because she is the
most popular among their readers. Your
choice is between a candidate with
strings tied to and controlled by Sher-
lock, Melzer, and Hurchalla, and a
proven, independent leader like Doug
Smith. For the sake of our estuary and
the future direction of our county, we
choose Doug Smith as District 1
County Commissioner.

Melzer & others bring
back painful memories

As a 35-year resident of Martin
County, who raised a family here and
has owned businesses and multiple
properties here in Stuart, and whose
daughter is a college professor and
granddaughter is in elementary school
here, I'm sickened and astounded to
still see the old guard from the 90's be-
come regenerated and once again cor-
rupt and strangle this county – as they
lie and prey on newly transplanted res-
idents who don't remember what it
was like before the new Roosevelt
Bridge was built.

These commissioners (both past,
present and possible new commis-
sioner) have cost the taxpayers of Mar-
tin County millions of dollars in
lawsuits, attorney fees and in the case of
Anne Scott, provided a $115,000 con-
tract (which could lead to a $800,000
dollar contract if she has her way) to a
Chicago consultant firm. That's HER
hometown. Yet the taxpayers were

never asked their choice and we have
many real estate consultant firms right
here in Martin County.

I was not fully aware of their devious
and nefarious intentions, and hopefully
the truth will surface through newslet-
ters such as this. Additionally it's also
up to long-time residents to help edu-
cate and defend the integrity of the
county. I'm also disgusted with the fact
that the current commissioners can be
and are so manipulated by this "under-
ground network.” Unfortunately it's all
about the money.  Melzer, Scott and
Lippsich seem to have deep pockets to
do whatever they feel is best – best for
them only!

Do not re-elect Anne (this is MY
county) Scott, Donna (let's spend tax-
payers money and approve nothing)
Melzer, and Jacqui (no vans or trucks in
Sewalls point ) Lippisch. (That's not
how I spell her last name, by the way,
but the editor insists on changing it.)

George Geoff Haramis 
Sunny Stuart, Florida

Satcom

Don't respond to nursing
home calls? Are you kidding? 

After watching the (county) com-
mission budget meeting, I am truly
scared for the safety of Martin County
residents. In regards to our public
safety, the majority of the commission
are truly clueless. 

The subject of the many newly ap-
proved nursing homes in our county
came up with regards to call numbers.
Both Ann Scott and Ed Fielding implied
that these aren't true emergencies. Ed
Fielding actually said that most are not
true emergencies and that they are nurs-
ing home personnel who don't want to
do their job. SERIOUSLY? 

Attention to call numbers were also
given to our trauma helicopter. Once
again, Ed Fielding gave his words of
wisdom. He actually said, on record,
that "in most cases, ground ambulance
transportation is just as effective, if not
better, than the trauma helicopter." One
has to wonder where he gets his expert-
ise information from. It's called the

"Golden Hour" Ed, look it up! 
I wonder if he were involved in a life

threatening situation, if he would
choose an ambulance ride over a heli-
copter ride. 

I had no idea that Ed Fielding was so
well versed and qualified to make better
life and death decisions than the many
men and women ACTUALLY educated
to do so. It is apparent that someone is
feeding him inaccurate information and
it's very dangerous. 

If you have a loved one in a nursing
home in Martin County, if you ever
need the great services of MCFR or
LifeStar, or even if you are a resident of
Martin County, you should be con-
cerned that commissioner Fielding actu-
ally believes what he is saying. 

I have an idea for commissioners
Anne Scott and Ed Fielding. Why don't
you actually go and ride with our fire
rescue and gain some true knowledge
before you speak? Because now you just
sound plain stupid. 

Tamara Moyer
Stuart
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Maggy Hurchalla wrote a letter
posted on Donna Melzer's
Facebook page “PAC Attacks

Donna Melzer.” I wouldn't have known
a thing about it if a friend hadn't called
me to say my ears should be burning,
and I might want to check the letter out.

No biggee. Maggy has misrepre-
sented me before. But I wanted to set the
record straight, so I started to post a long
reply. Unfortunately, after I got two para-
graphs in, I was blocked from continu-
ing. As I finished my third paragraph, a
note popped up – something on the
order of “No permission to comment.”

The whole comment is gone from the
website. 

So, I hope you don't mind if I try to
make my points here.

First, I've never called environmen-
talists “bottom feeders” OR “losers.”
Particularly losers. I think environmen-
talists are always perceived the good
guys, even when they're hoodwinking
the world – and no matter how much, at

times, they use their “cause” to further
other ends.

Certainly, most of the environmental-
ists I know are fantastic people who
work hard to make the planet a better
place. I just don't happen to think
Donna Melzer, who never mentioned
the Everglades or the lake releases or the
algae that formed during the 1990s once
that I can remember, is one of them.

Donna was all about growth, not the
environment. I have to wonder how
Maggy's theory that “electing candi-
dates who are always environmental-
ists” is going to “save our river.”
Especially when she's recommending
Donna to do it.

Is it because Maggy knows she pulls
Donna's strings?

Let me tell you what I remember
most about attorney and voracious liti-
gator Donna Melzer. I remember her as
probably the worst county commis-
sioner elected in my 28 years at The Stu-
art News.

What I remember most is: 
1) her participation in firing County

Administrator Peter Cheney on his hos-
pital death bed (literally), immediately
after her election, when she had ab-
solutely no history with the man;

2) when she hired a private detective
to follow a Martin County citizen; and 

3) when she pleaded the 5th amend-

ment seven times in a case in which she
never should have been involved.

Even now, out of office, she behaves
badly. Ask the county utilities and
solid waste department folks, for in-
stance. They won't let her look at their
records unless a monitor sits with her.
A year or so ago she removed a docu-
ment from the department instead of
copying it and got caught. Now, when
Donna enters the department, staff are
put on alert.

So, yes, Maggy is right about one
thing. I DO wish I could make a differ-
ence in the Martin County election. The
county is full of newcomers who weren't
here 16 years ago to know why Donna
went “one and done.”

As far as my being “on sugar's side”
– I suppose that was said to discredit
me among residents who believe Big
Sugar is responsible for their sick rivers
and estuary. 

Frankly, I don't think I'm on any-
body's side. I try to look for answers. I
understand the Everglades Foundation
wants to take sugar land out of produc-
tion; I just don't think Big Sugar is the
smoking gun.

Have a look at Maggy's letter. It's full
of hate – Nancy Smith, with her “nasty
personal attacks ... can't seem to stop
hating” environmentalists; the firefight-
ers apparently either “hate Martin

County environmentalists or they just
love Ed Ciampi and Doug Smith.” If
you're not with the Maggy gang, you
wear a black hat.

You have to hand it to Maggy. She
has always been a good politician. She's
written this kind of letter pretty much
for every campaign since she was voted
out of office in the 1990s. And it works.
She was a powerful minority of one,
once in a while 2, while she served for
20 years on the County Commission.

But she is far more powerful right
now than she ever was then. Like I said,
one first-class politician.

If I were free to spend election week
passing out informational flyers in the
middle of Martin Square mall, I would
do it, just hoping the residents of Martin
County would get to know the real
Donna Melzer.

It's not going to happen, but I wish
it were.

Thank you, Martin County Currents,
for allowing me to post the comment
Donna blocked on her Facebook page. ■

Nancy Smith, who worked at The Stuart
News/Port St. Lucie News for nearly 28
years – some of them as managing editor
and associate editor – is executive editor of
Tallahassee-based Sunshine State News.
(www.Sunshinestatenews.com).

The FB comment blocked by Donna Melzer

Voters will see Amendment 4 on
the August 30th ballot, and, if
passed, will amend Florida’s

constitution to exempt the value of
solar panels and other renewable en-
ergy equipment from both the tangible
personal property tax and the real
property tax. 

In other words, property owners—
both private and commercial—would
not have to pay additional taxes when
the value of their property increases by
adding solar power equipment. 

Since the value of solar panels would
be exempt from property taxes when as-
sessing the value of the home or busi-
ness, the cost of solar and energy
installations becomes more attractive;
however, to become law, Amendment 4
must be approved by a YES vote of at

least 60 percent of the August 30 pri-
mary ballot.

Why support what amounts to a tax
reduction on solar equipment? Several
barriers are holding back the solar mar-
ket in Florida, which should instead be
encouraged to expand to reduce air pol-
lution and greenhouse gases. 

The burdensome tangible personal
property tax and the real property tax
on solar equipment discourages instal-
lation of alternative energy equipment.
As it stands now, a one-time purchase
can increase taxes permanently; there-
fore, businesses and homeowners cer-
tainly are less inclined to make the
switch to solar.

Passage of Amendment 4 will re-
move those two barriers, thus lowering
utility bills for energy costs and allow-
ing more Florida homes and businesses
access to affordable solar power.

This becomes especially meaningful
in that part of Florida served by
Florida Power and Light, which faces a
potential rate hike for electrical energy.
FPL has asked the Public Service Com-
mission for a 24% rate increase over
the next four years. Adopting afford-

able solar energy helps protect Floridi-
ans from rate hikes and provides finan-
cial stability and certainty for supply
and costs.

In addition to helping Florida busi-
ness owners achieve energy cost sav-
ings, Amendment 4 will encourage
solar manufacturing and installation
companies to expand or move into
Florida, which will create new jobs
that support the local economy and
may even reduce the purchase cost of
solar panels. 

The solar industry is creating jobs 20
times faster than the overall economy. In
the US in 2015, the solar industry cre-
ated one out of every 83 new jobs, ac-
cording to the Solar Foundation 2015 Job
Census. The vast majority of those jobs
are living-wage opportunities that can-
not be outsourced, keeping energy dol-
lars right here at home.

Finally, there are intangible benefits
of increased solar energy, as well. Most
electrical energy comes from sources
that create pollution, either pre- or
post-production, including coal, natu-
ral gas and nuclear. Solar energy is de-
rived from sunlight, a renewable

non-polluting source. The more energy
we produce from renewable non-pol-
luting sources the better it is for all
Floridians.

Florida has the most solar energy
potential east of the Mississippi, yet
we are way behind Colorado,
Delaware, New Jersey and Massachu-
setts, all leading Florida on the use of
solar power.

Currently, there is no opposition to
this ballot initiative. The Florida House
and Senate, comprising Republicans and
Democrats, agreed to place this constitu-
tional amendment on the ballot for vot-
ers and is also supported by many
business groups, environmental groups
and municipalities.

Vote YES on 4 to lower energy bills
and allow solar energy to flourish in
Florida and enjoy the benefits of our
state motto, “the SUNSHINE STATE.”
Voting YES on Amendment 4 is a vote
for prosperity and our environment. It’s
a win-win for the whole state. ■

Barry McLaughlin lives in Hobe Sound and
is a volunteer activist for Amendment 4.

Barry
McLaughlin

Guest 
Columnist

Let's talk about benefits of Amendment 4

Nancy
Smith

Guest 
Columnist
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LAURIE GAYLORD

Florida is one of the few states in
the nation with elected superin-
tendents.  The major-

ity of superintendents
nationwide are appointed
by a board of education.  

Martin County has had
the issue of elected vs. ap-
pointed superintendent on
the ballot several times in
past years, and the voters
have spoken each time to
continue to elect the Su-
perintendent of Schools in
Martin County.

I respect the right of the
voters to choose the super-
intendent of schools.  

There are advantages
and disadvantages of both the elected
and the appointed superintendent. Both
appointed and elected superintendents

share the same duties but do not share
the same level of oversight by the local
Board of Education. Appointed superin-
tendents work at the direction of the

Board. Elected superin-
tendents work with the
Board and for the voters
who elect them. Ap-
pointed and elected super-
intendents share the same
issues, concerns, and joys
of operating either the
largest or one of the largest
employers in each county.

One of the advantages
of the elected superin-
tendent for the
taxpayers is the consider-
able cost savings. For an
elected superintendent the
salary is determined in

Tallahassee and is based upon the pop-
ulation of the county. Elected superin-

SCOTT KING

An elected Superintendent must
be directly responsive to the
electorate, and most impor-

tantly, to parents of current students
(who have the most "skin in the game").
Compare this with an appointed Super-
intendent, who needs to serve a con-
stituency of 5 School Board members
(and really only a majority of 3). 

The more critical parental participa-
tion, the more responsive
an elected Superintendent
of Schools should be. And
right now, we can say that
student achievement has
fallen precipitously for 4
years and we seem to be
way behind in even un-
derstanding and measur-
ing what is and is not
working. This makes
parental involvement
more important than ever,
especially for parents of
children whose first lan-
guage is not English. Par-
ents need to be on the front lines, and an
appointed Superintendent reduces rather
than enhances accountability. The current
incumbent seems to make a practice of
offering excuses for slipping perform-
ance. Ask yourself if an appointed Super-
intendent working under a contract with
the School Board would be more or less
inclined to address pressing frontline is-
sues (hint: I think an appointed official
would be far more insulated from ac-
countability to parents).

A couple factors that also support
this view. If recent performance placed
our District and its students (consis-

tently) at the top statewide, one might
be tempted to lock-in the team by hir-
ing the Superintendent under a multi-
year contract. That is not the case.
Martin County now ranks 44th in 3rd
grade reading and 38th in 3rd grade
math, with 47% of the 3rd grade stu-
dents not reading at a satisfactory
level. Moreover, since the state has it-
self varied testing and our results have
fallen relative to other Districts, one
should not be tempted to lock in team

leadership that does not
seem to have adapted to
change effectively.

Finally, the choice and
effectiveness of an ap-
pointed Superintendent
would be largely driven by
the skills, expertise and
good judgment of the
School Board that ap-
pointed him or her. Is the
current School Board com-
posed of members with
sufficient skills and experi-
ence to identify areas of
greatest need and to select

an appointed Superintendent accord-
ingly? Or, what is the alternative risk
that the School Board might hire some-
one more on the basis of their expected
ability to control them? How many cur-
rent Board members are parents of cur-
rent students?

A final issue to ponder: Should the
Superintendent of Schools be someone
with managerial or professional experi-
ence at or near the top of a large com-
plex organization, or is it more
important to instead emphasize that a
Superintendent have substantive class-

The Florida Commissioner of Education became an appointed 
position in 2003 -- appointed by the governor -- and many school 
districts are considering the question now as to whether local
schools would be better served by an appointed Superintendent of
Schools, instead of an elected superintendent. How do you feel 
Martin County's school system would be better served and why? 

Laurie Gaylord
Hobe Sound
Superintendent of Schools
Incumbent, formerly
a Member of the School Board

Scott King
Palm City
Attorney

QUESTION:

continued on PAGE 16

MARTIN COUNTY
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

(Non-Partisan Race Open to All Voters)

TIKI BAR
Coming Soon!

Flash Beach Grille
Come to

for the Biggest Smiles 
& Freshest Seafood

9126 SE Bridge Road • Hobe Sound
Open Wednesdays - Sundays, noon to 9 p.m.

772.545.3969

continued on PAGE 16
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Earlier this year the School Board
and the District were notified by
the Department of Education that

test scores for third grade reading and
math had moderate declines due to
changes in the Florida testing standards.
Test scores throughout the State experi-
enced similar or greater declines then
Martin County. It was disappointing to
me and the Board because we have suc-
cessfully focused on improving the
quality of our education system. Every
time Florida modifies its tests, results
like this temporarily occur.

Fortunately we have a plan to rec-
tify this issue. Upon notification of the
drop in scores the Superintendent and
Board came together to develop an ac-
tion plan for improvement. Quick re-
sponse to developing problem areas is
what differentiates the Martin County
School system from most others
statewide, and what helps us maintain
our high ranking within Florida.

We are concentrating efforts in the
third grade reading and math classes

with the addition of math and reading
coaches to assist our teachers and stu-
dents. Additional professional develop-
ment for teachers has also begun, along
with relocating higher performing
teachers into the classrooms that had the
declines. Coaches will provide enhanced
learning for our students, aid our teach-
ers with their lessons, and ultimately
improve upon student test scores.

This strategy is commonly utilized
when problem areas are identified in
learning environments. In the past when
test standards were modified and scores
dropped, these tools were initiated to
improve test scores.

My Board members and I are com-
mitted to providing a high quality learn-
ing experience for our students.
Significant investments have been made

to improve the ability of our teachers to
teach. Educators are learning new and
innovative ways to engage students
with their learning. We have committed
to “teaching the teachers” with dedi-
cated staff and administration to insure
that our teaching staff is doing the best
that they can. We have raised starting
teacher salaries with additional dollars
to come so that we can recruit the best

teachers available. I am committed to
seeing this through so that our students
can continually outperform their peers.

We are blessed to have a District
that employ’s quality teachers, support
staff, and administrators, when prob-
lems arise we do not waste time, we
take action.

Thank you. I ask for your vote on or
before August 30th. ■

DISTRICT 5
SCHOOL BOARD

CANDIDATE

Mike 
DiTerlizzi

MIKE DiTERLIZZI

• President, Highway Tire & Auto
• Martin County Commissioner, 

District 5, 2000 - 2008
• Former Member, Water 

Resources Advisory Committee, 
SFWMD

• Board Member, Former 
President, Palm City Chamber

• Board Member/Director United 
Way of Martin County, Big Heart 
Brigade 

QUESTION: How do you plan, specifically, to address the 3rd
grade reading and math scores, which have declined with the
advent of new standards, since the state requires that students
be detained in 3rd grade when not performing at grade level?

Life is about God and family, being with the people that I love the most, my wife, children, and
their spouses, enjoying our time together.

772-546-3541
www.beckertreefarm.com

Insist your landscape
contractor buys plants 

& trees from a reputable 
Martin County resource!

24” Boxed Italian Cypress 12-14 ft

The debut of local poet
Melissa Horton, writing
simply and expressively, 
as a young woman 
experiencing the thoughts
and emotions of traveling
through two decades of
life, from childhood to
motherhood.

... captivating, fun, intriguing, 
and enlightening ... 

— Amazon review 

FOR SALE
at Hobe Sound ShipCenter, $35
at Amazon.com for $45.95 
or $4.95 ereaders

Introducing... 

A book � poetry
by Melissa Horton

Includes images 
of stunning local

scenery.



Improving third grade reading and
math is one of the most important
issues facing our school district be-

cause a child who cannot perform
these skills is substantially less likely
to build a successful life. In fact, multi-
ple studies have demonstrated a direct
link between third-grade reading
scores and future rates of teen preg-
nancy, high school drop outs and even
criminal activity. On the contrary, those
children who are reading proficiently
by the third-grade are exponentially
more successful throughout their time
in school. Therefore, it is imperative
that the school district address this
problem head-on by identifying the
underlying causes and providing prac-

tical, evidence-based solutions. 
The third-grade achievement gap is

based primarily on three factors: (1.)
school readiness; (2.) school attendance;
and (3.) summer regression. By far, the
most prominent of these factors is ensur-
ing that children are ready for school on
the first day of kindergarten. 

We now know that eighty-five per-
cent (85%) of brain activity is developed
between the ages of 0-5 and that the best
way to stimulate cognitive development
is through frequent communication be-
tween the caregiver and the child. Un-
fortunately, children from lower income
families are likely to have heard thirty
million less words spoken during their
lifetime than their middle income coun-

terparts. Additionally, more than
sixty-seven percent (67%) of
lower income families don’t have
single children’s book in their
home. As a result, a significant
portion of our student body is
simply not receiving the tools
necessary to ensure that they
have the opportunity for success
on day-one. 

In order to address this prob-
lem, the school district needs to
abandon the idea that its respon-
sibility for children begins on the
first day of kindergarten. In-
stead, we need to provide fami-
lies of infants and toddlers with
the tools to eliminate this com-
munication gap. This might in-
clude a program in which
reading volunteers work with
parents starting just after birth to
explain how to effectively com-
municate with their young chil-
dren….and just as importantly
to explain why this is critical to their fu-
ture success. Likewise, the district
should be involved in programs that
reach out to families with children’s
books and other learning materials im-
mediately upon, or even prior to, birth.
Implementation of these programs
would not need to be through the
school district itself but we can provide
training and logistical support to “read-
ing volunteers” while looking to other
interested community agencies for
funding and staff.

The second component of the third-
grade achievement gap is attendance.
The state already mandates that chil-
dren attend school whenever they are
physically able. However, in practice
this is a rarely enforced provision of
the law. Instead, we need to effectively
communicate with parents the reasons
that even a few unnecessary absences,
in the critically important early years,

presents a significant challenge to a
child’s ability to succeed. 

The final component of the third-
grade achievement gap is summer re-
gression. We know that children who
are not enrolled in an effective enrich-
ment program are likely to lose up to
three (3) months of progress over the
summer months. Several of our com-
munity organizations are making
strides in this area but they need the
school district’s help with awareness,
logistics and funding. 

Our current level of proficiency in
reading and math at the third grade
level is certainly a challenge but it is also
an opportunity. I believe that we have
the tools and resources at our disposal
to effectively end the achievement gap
in this community and, by doing so, cre-
ate a national model that will provide
immeasurable benefits to Martin
County’s long term well-being. ■
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My favorite photo is of my Number 1 supporter, 
my daughter Georgie Ferraro.

DISTRICT 5
SCHOOL BOARD

CANDIDATE

Josh 
Ferraro

QUESTION: How do you plan, specifically, to address the 3rd
grade reading and math scores, which have declined with the
advent of new standards, since the state requires that students
be detained in 3rd grade when not performing at grade level? 

JOSH FERRARO
• A Stuart native and Martin County High 

School graduate.
• A bachelor's degree in political science from 

University of Florida.
• Graduated cum laude from Stetson University 

College of Law Honors Program.
• A member of Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith 

law firm in Stuart.
• Board of Directors, Tykes and Teens.
• VP, Keep Martin Beautiful.
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Iretired in April of this year after 38
years serving the children of the
Martin County School District.  For

all but three of those 38 years, I worked
at Title 1 schools. In other words, I
worked at schools where many of our
students came to school with a deficit
that we had to overcome. As an admin-
istrator of Title 1 schools for 18 of the
last 21 years, I have become aware of
what areas need to be focused on. This
was very evident with the fact that in
2015, my school, Pinewood Elementary,
was one of only two Title 1 elementary
schools in Martin County to receive a
letter grade of B, while this year, 2016,
we were the ONLY Title 1 elementary
school to receive a letter grade of B.

How was this accomplished? The fed-
eral government gives Title 1 schools
funds to help "level the playing field." We
used these funds to help support our
teachers. We purchased personnel in the
way of four coaches (two literacy coaches
and two math coaches). These coaches
provided modeling in our classrooms to
our teachers. This modeling helps the
teachers work on their instructional prac-
tices. This would be the model that I
would be using at all Title 1 schools. A
key investment we made was to hire a
third grade Interventionist to work with
any struggling third grade reader.

In order for this to be addressed at
non-Title 1 schools, they are going to
need the support from the school dis-
trict. This may not be a popular opinion,

but it has always been my feeling that
we are under-staffed at the district level,
specifically in our curriculum depart-
ments. Currently, the district has Math,
ELA (English, Language Arts) and Sci-
ence Departments. Believe it or not, each
department is comprised of one (1) per-
son. Any curriculum that is developed
for teachers must be developed by the
teachers themselves. It is my belief that
we must invest in our curriculum de-
partments and not put the work on the
teachers, who are already overloaded.
This is a point that (school board mem-
ber) Tina McSoley brought up at a recent
board meeting and I, am totally in favor
of. Teachers are crying for support in the
way of curriculum. This may be the
missing link in plummeting ELA and
Math scores. It has become so time con-
suming for teachers to create their own
ELA and Math materials, they are be-
coming frustrated and downtrodden.

In this school board race, in my opin-
ion, I have the experience, education,
time and desire to get this job accom-
plished. In addition, I've been attending
school board meeting for the last 25
years on a regular basis, so I know the
inner workings of the board. 

As a teacher for 17 years, an Assis-
tant Principal for 11 years and a Princi-
pal for 10 years, I have dealt with every
aspect of our school system. I have
worked with budgets, curriculum, facili-
ties, scheduling, personnel, community
involvement, federal and state legisla-

tion, ESE law, and everything that a
board member would have to deal with.
I WILL be an engaged board member,
visiting schools on a regular basis to see
the wonderful things going on in our
public schools.

This job is not a stepping stone,
hobby or a second job for me. It’s been
my entire adult life. I have been an edu-
cator my entire life, and I would like to
remain in that role as your next school
board member. ■

DISTRICT 5
SCHOOL BOARD

CANDIDATE

Larry 
Green

LARRY GREEN
• Holds a bachelor's degree from Trenton State 

College and a master's degree from Florida 
Atlantic University.

• 38 years in Martin County School System as a 
teacher at Port Salerno Elementary, assistant 
principal at SeaWind Elementary, Crystal Lake 
Elementary and Port Salerno, principal at 
SeaWind and Pinewood Elementary schools.

• Martin County Association of School 
Administrators, Past President and Current 
Board Member

• Former board member, Martin County North Little League, Big Brothers/
Big Sisters of Martin County, and Temple Beit Hayam

Jewelry, Watch, Clock Repair

Monday-Friday 

9am-5pm

Saturday 10am-2pm

8880 SE Bridge Road

Hobe Sound
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QUESTION: How do you plan, specifically, to address the 3rd
grade reading and math scores, which have declined with the
advent of new standards, since the state requires that students
be detained in 3rd grade when not performing at grade level?

Nothing to me is
more important than
my family. From my
left, my son, Joshua,
24, daughter,
Danielle, 2, and my
wife, Phyllis. Joshua
is a graduate of In-
dian River State Col-
lege with a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in
Graphic Design.
Danielle, a graduate
of University of Cen-
tral Florida, is start-
ing her first year as a
first-grade teacher at
Crystal Lake Elemen-
tary School in Stuart.
My wife begins her
30th year, teaching
fifth grade at Palm
City Elementary
School for the last
21 years.
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tendents typically receive less salary
than those superintendents who are
appointed. Appointed superintendents
typically receive a higher salary and
also receive other added "perks" in
their contract such as a car allowance
and/or other allowances that may be
written into their contracts.  

Raises are awarded to appointed su-
perintendents by the School Board.
Some elected superintendents have been
awarded a bonus or a raise through pol-
icy or a vote by their local school board.
Martin County does not currently have
such a policy. Superintendents are part
of the Florida Retirement System (FRS)
and retirement is based upon an indi-
vidual's highest years of salary, thus an
appointed superintendent will receive a

higher benefit from
FRS because of their
higher wage.

I think that Martin
County Schools have
been served favorably
with an elected super-
intendent. The major-
ity of the time, the
elected superintend-
ent has been
beneficial for Martin
County when the su-
perintendent makes
an effort to work with
the school board, the
staff, and the commu-
nity; however, when
the elected superin-
tendent makes no ef-
fort to protect the
financial interest of
the school district or
makes no effort to
work with the school

board or to share information, it has
failed miserably.  

Often times when a superintendent
is appointed by the school board there is
a national search for the best qualified
candidate. Many times the appointed
superintendent comes from out of the
area and possibly another state, which is
an adjustment, and includes relocation
and time for a newcomer to understand
Florida school law and the local county
rules and nuances.  

The same holds true for the local,
elected superintendent who may have
knowledge of the local county rules and
issues, but have no idea about educa-
tion, the science and art of teaching, nor
know anything about educational policy
or school district operations.

In conclusion, I think the Martin
County School District is best served
by an elected superintendent. The
local county candidate is vested in the
community, and it is an added bonus
when the candidate has an educational
background, understands school law
and school board policies, and has
working knowledge of school district
operations. ■

room teaching or School management
experience? It seems reasonable to be-
lieve that the "optimal" skill set might
change over time and also is directly im-
pacted by the relative strength or weak-
ness of other senior District staff whose
relevant expertise complements and
supplements the Superintendent's. The
present Superintendent does not seem
to have much in the way of profes-
sional-level large organization manage-
rial experience (except to the extent that

being an elected Board member counts),
nor is she a mainstream teacher or sen-
ior school administrator.In 2010, Martin
County faced this very issue and decided
against an appointed Superintendent. Of
the top 10 districts by achievement on
test scores or overall grade, elected Su-
perintendent’s run 6 of the10 districts. In
view of all of the foregoing, while this is
a fair question to address from time to
time, right now, it seems best that Martin
County continue to elect its Superintend-
ent of Schools, thus ensuring the greatest
accountability in a challenging educa-
tional environment. ■

Laurie Gaylord, exceedingly proud of her family. Looks like a family who campaigns together, stays together!

Scott King with his two sons and a daughter as he prepares the paperwork to file in the school
superintendent's race. "My daughter told me if I won, I could give her extra recess time!"  

Laurie Gaylord
continued from PAGE 10

Scott King
continued from PAGE 10
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When people speak about frack-
ing, there is always some com-
mentary about the toxic

chemicals finding cracks through the
earth’s crust and working their way to
the surface or worse.  People see this
and are outraged at this chemical pollu-
tion – this poison water.   

Not too many years ago, the solution
for the excess water currently being dis-
charged was thought to be Aquifer Stor-
age Recovery wells.  ASRs are deep
wells intended to be used to inject ex-
cess water normally discharged, deep
into the ground, with the intention of re-
claiming it later for use after removing
all pollutants.

It was thought that pockets of fresh,
albeit polluted, water would help fill
our aquifers, push back against saltwa-
ter intrusion and end discharges. Oth-
ers feared that – just as with cryogenic
storage – some event would happen

and terminally end what had seemed a
great idea. For cryogenics, it was the
economic bust that ran these storage fa-
cilities into bankruptcy and left build-
ings full of frozen human heads. In the
case of ASRs, not all wells turned out to
be into the correct aquifers. There were
also indications that polluted water
was leaking through the crust, just as
with fracking, so the idea of using ASR
wells were shelved.

Now, let's review the University of
Florida Water Institute’s “Negron” Re-
port that states on Page 42: “The Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan
(CERP) Restudy (US Army Corps of En-
gineers 1999) called for a total of 333
ASR wells including 200 located around
Lake Okeechobee intended to store up to
one million gallons per day of excess
lake water that would either be lost
through discharges to tide or create
harmful high-water conditions in the
lake.  ASR Regional model production
scenario report (USACE 2014) suggested
operation of 333 wells in the south
Florida region would likely produce un-
desirable hydrological impacts. That re-
port recommended a smaller system of
approximately 94 ASR wells in the upper
Florida aquifer, 37 ASR wells in the Avon

Ah, the joys of summer! Usually
residents of the Treasure Coast
welcome the slow pace and

spend its long days at the sandbar,
mornings paddling the Indian River La-
goon, or out fishing the St. Lucie River.
With toxic blue-green algal blooms in
our water, however, with images broad-
cast on national television and taking
over social media, it’s hard not to be sad
and angry.  

Unfortunately, sadness and anger ac-
complish little.

It’s time to step away from the
steady diet of despair and do something
about our problems, which means, we
must change our mindset!

To understand why this happens in
the first place, we need to understand
that cyanobacteria, aka toxic blue-green
algae, grows due to a nutrient imbalance
in the water; this living organism, one of
the oldest in the world, feeds on pollu-
tion. It grows in water that is warm and

stagnant, which has been especially true
this summer, and is why you will see

blue-green algae in just about
any pond or lake in the area.

Cyanobacteria prefers fresh
water, so the vast quantity of
water runoff from the banks of
the river during the rainy sea-
son doesn’t help, either!

This cyanobacteria was
documented growing in
Lake Okeechobee in early
May, therefore, many resi-
dents blame only the Lake
Okeechobee discharges for
our unprecendented algal
blooms this year. That's un-
derstandable, as the
cyanobacteria indeed came
with the discharges into the
St. Lucie River, as required
by federal government and
determined by the Lake
Okeechobee Release Sched-
ule to protect the communi-
ties south of the lake. There
is no doubt, whatsoever, that
we must find better places
than just releasing to our es-
tuaries to store and cleanse
this water before moving it
into south in the Everglades!

Lake Okeechobee is an
easy scapegoat; a convenient place to lay
all the blame; however, many scientists

say the cause of these algal blooms is the
nutrient pollution that exists throughout
the ENTIRE ecosystem. As painful as it
may be, we must look in the mirror and
acknowledge that we all have culpabil-
ity. From urban runoff to agricultural in-
puts, human beings are very good at
creating nutrient pollution.  

To reverse this cycle and finally
achieve clean water and a healthy estu-
ary, it’s going to take bravery.  We are
going to have to admit that ALL of the
pollution sources matter.

We must tackle our pollution simul-
taneously with stopping Lake Okee-
chobee discharges. It is time to quit
arguing about which has bigger input,
and who should pay more to stop it. We
all need to be focusing in our communi-
ties on cleaning up our messes!

Please admit that aging septic tanks
are a problem. So are developments,
and golf courses with fertilized lawns
in areas that used to be wetlands.
That’s right, everyone, the Everglades
Agricultural Area isn’t the ONLY thing
people built where water was sup-
posed to go! Practically any develop-
ment west of I-95 is in the path of the
original Everglades. Many to the east
are in places where there were inter-
mittent wetlands.  

Conflicts continue to impede genuine solutions
Nyla

Pipes

One Florida 
Foundation

The Florida map designating the areas that Sen. Joe 
Negron announced earlier this month are his targets for
purchasing land to build a reservoir large enough to stop
Lake Okeechobee discharges to the Caloosahatchee and
St. Lucie rivers.

18 Martin County Currents
August/September 2016One Florida Foundation

An extremely convenient truth
from Water Institute report

Capt.
Don Voss

One Florida 
Foundation

continued on PAGE 19

continued on PAGE 19
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Park Permeable Zone and an additional
101 ASR wells in the Deep Boulder Zone.
Of these ASR wells, 139 were located in
the Lake Okeechobee basin, 27 were lo-
cated in the Caloosahatchee basin and
the remaining 66 were located in the
basin southeast of Lake Okeechobee.”

These wells sit there, unused, wait-
ing for further study. I have spoken to
people extremely knowledgeable about
these wells and current research.  It is
my understanding that tests have
shown that pumping approximately
5,000 acre-feet into each well per day
and then retrieving it has been most
successful.  Additionally, water has
come back out of the well somewhat
cleaner than when pumped in.  Not a
huge change, but a positive indicator
for future use.

Now, what could be so important
about that?  One Florida Foundation
has been acting as a clearing house re-
cently for private enterprise concepts,
working models and fully functioning
approaches to cleaning water of pollu-
tants similar to current estuary and
lake situations.  Many of these ma-
chines center around a thousand-year-
old process of reverse osmosis
updated with various forms of power,
collection procedures and rates of ma-
terials removed/water cleaned.  Many
of these machines are perfectly suited
for our needs. So, what if we cleaned
water to under 50 per billion phospho-
rus and then pumped that cleaned
water using the ASRs? We discussed

what we called pollution oozing up
from these fracking operations – poi-
sons. Do you know what we call clean
water oozing up through the earth’s
crust? A spring.

Pumping cleaned water into the
ASRs would accomplish all of the origi-
nal goals: Replenish aquifers, push back
saltwater intrusion and limit or stop dis-
charges – now with the added impact of
recovering cleaned water.  It seems
counter-productive to allow rainwater
that falls from the heavens at 16 parts

per billion phosphorus, to just become
polluted to upwards of 400 PPB and
then clean it.   

The Buy-the-Land concept will cost
nearly $3 billion to acquire, permit and
build a reservoir, as well as  having to
endure the 20 years for a lease-back op-
tion for the sugar industry to expire,
which is part of the deal. 

Another option is to acquire signifi-
cant land for water farming, based on
the Caulkins' model, which could cost
$12 billion over the next 20 years. 

Using those figures as a baseline
and by using private enterprise con-
cepts to clean the water first and then
pump it into the ASRs would require
smaller, more accessible parcels of
land at much less expense. ASRs
could be a fantastic tool to add back
into our box of solutions for stopping
these discharges and greatly improve
water quality!

Recommending ASRs is a change in
One Florida’s philosophy.  Research and
new data combined with private enter-
prise stepping up to help with these is-
sues has changed the playing field and
obviously helped to change our minds.
Cleaning the water first made all the dif-
ference. There is no future in putting
dirty water anywhere. 

“Water quantity and water quality
intertwined – inextricably connected –
incapable of being disentangled, un-
done, loosed, or solved alone.” ■

Capt. Don Voss, nationally recognized
for his environmental initiatives to improve
the water quality of the Indian River La-
goon, will be a regular contributor to Mar-
tin County Currents. All advertising on
these pages will benefit One Florida Founda-
tion, dedicated to addressing water issues
throughout the state.

Capt. Don Voss
continued from PAGE 18

An illustration by the U.S. Dept. of Interior showing how proposed Aquifer Storage Recovery
wells in the Lake Okeechobee watershed are designed to work.

FLORIDIANS FIGHTING FALLS 
8965 SE Bridge Rd.,#9, Hobe Sound 

www.fightingfalls.org • (772) 932-7264

FL
OR

ID
IANS FIGHTING FALLS

Every Saturday • 8am

Zeus Park • East side

Hobe Sound
Tai Chi

U N D E R  T H E  T R E E S

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF FLORIDIANS FIGHTING FALLS 
AS WE PRACTICE THE 8 FORMS OF TAI CHI 

MOVING FOR BETTER BALANCE

Just south of St. Christopher Catholic Church off of US 1, turn at the light just south of Bridge Road. 
The park is an open area. We will be on the east side, under the trees in the breeze.

I challenge you to step away from
the blame game and support efforts
such as Governor Scott’s plan to budget
grants to help communities tackle their
aging septic issues. I urge you to have
your septic system inspected, or hook
up to city sewer, if it’s available. I beg
you not to fertilize your yards; better
yet, I challenge you to get rid of your
grass and plant native plants instead! If
you are in agriculture, I request that
you to go above and beyond Best Man-
agement Practices for the sake of our
water. We need to work together to
raise our standards.

Additionally, we need to get behind
our local leaders when they suggest
plans with merit. We cannot throw out
ideas because they aren’t perfect. Sena-
tor Negron’s plan to purchase land
south of the lake, for instance, needs to
be “fleshed out.” He knows that, and
so do we. 

It’s easy to point out flaws. Sure, the
plan is dependent on having “willing
sellers” and money in place. Under-
standably, the Glades communities are
nervous, because there are concerns
about how his plan might impact their
economy. Absolutely, we need to be

moving clean water south, not just try-
ing to store our way out of a mess; how-
ever, we need to celebrate the fact that
he’s looking for solutions, and encour-
age him to continue.

If this isn’t the right land, let’s re-
spectfully ask for help and find some
that is. If you feel there is not enough at-
tention given to cleaning the water, then
let’s work with Senator Negron to fix
that, instead of complaining about it on
social media.

There are so many steps we can
take, but we are not reaching our po-
tential as “problem solvers” if we keep
arguing over  what’s the “worst” prob-
lem, or why anything proposed won’t
work. That just breeds frustration and
ensures our water is harmed for
decades to come. 

It’s time for our community to try a
positive, cooperative approach. We need
to stick with the plans in place, support
plans that are still developing, tackle
water quality and quantity issues con-
currently, and stop with the constant
negativity.  We are all in this lifeboat,
and we need to start rowing together. ■

Nyla Pipes is a founder of One Florida
Foundation, which addresses water issues
throughout the state.

Nyla Pipes
continued from PAGE 18
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